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Linen Trade of Ireland: 
IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, 


ADDRESSED TO 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE AND HONOURABLE 
T.. MM © 


TRUSTEES of the LINEN MANUFACTURE. 
IN WHICH THE 5 2 
Reports, Libel and Britiſh Examination 


Mr. YO H 4 RBUTHVYO Þ@ 
INS PEC TOR GENERAL of LeinsSTER, MUNSTER and CoNNAUCHZk, 5 . 5 1 
ARE CONSIDERED AND REFUTEEöR:ꝰ. 
By ROBERT STEPHENSON, Eg. Ac. 
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OB), e As the Linen Manuſacture is, and muſt be, the main Support of Trade, and the chief 5 
Inlet of Riches in this Kingdom, it muſt give them a more lively Satisfaction to be 
< uſeful there, than in any other Point. Improvements in any Branch of Buſineſs will 
indeed adorn the Kingdom; but this maintains it: Whatever affects chat affects our 


j « very Vitals z and to correct an Error, or introduce an advantageous Practice, is there- 5 
| « fore eminently beneficial. 5 


4 4 | |  DvusLin Socizrv, Tueſday, 11th October, 1737. 
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and the beginning of the Linen Manufacture in it, and by whom, &. 


Letter I—On fine Spinning—Memorial from Munſter—Plax Farm- 
Ing, Tc. — — — * 4. 7 


Letter II —On the ſame, and Monopoly held out to Ireland in the Cambrick. 


I Lawn and Fancy Manufactures, &c. — — . 
f Letter III. Diſtribution of the Fund Mr. Arbuthnot's Examination in 
i England, with Notes and Obſervations thereon — 1 
J Letter IV.—Mr. Arbuthnot's Evidence continued, with Mats, Obſervations, 
L &c. and cloſed — — _ — 22 
1 Letter u. b on Printing — Mr. Arbuthnot's leaving the 


Linens for that Trade out of his Samples—his improper Statement of 
Factories, and fabulous Account of Manufactures in the three Provinces— 


the Particulars of Samples laid before the Board by Sir John Hort, Bart. 
by me, and laſtly, by Mr. Arbutknot, with Obſervations, &c. 38 


Letter VI.— The Spinners of Worſted earn only gd. per Week, thoſe on 
Linen Yarn 18d.— the Reaſon of my Diſmiſſal, wb of Mr. Arbuthnot's 
Adoption, ſtated and ſuppoſed to be from the ſame Miſtake ; with the 
Letters of the Earls Buckinghamſhire and Nugent, Lords Cathampton 
and Dartrey, Sir H. Cavendiſh, Bart. and the Advertiſement of the 
Board—Mr. Arbuthnot's falſe Statements continued—his Ignorance or Wil- 


ſwer to his Charge of Mr. Brown's being a RUNAGATE from Man- 
cheſter, with Notes on Dying and Printing, by Mr. Brown, 5 & 45 


Letter VIL—The Propriety of Shemes een oy Munſter aſcer- 
tained, &c. — $7 


j Letter VIII.—Brings into one View the Sums the Hard ſtand engaged for 
7 this preſent Year, with Obſervations, &c. — — 64. 
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Introduction ſtates the Hiſtorical Character of Ireland for Flax and Spinnine, - 


ful neglect of all the Evidence of Hiſtory and Examinations in Ireland 
his Pretenſions to a Knowledge of Commerce —and Mr. ſohn Brown's An- 
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Letter IX. Mr. Arbuthnot's Miſ-ſtatements of F 
a protecting Duty on Yarn—his fabulous Accoun 
Application of the 
ments of laſt Year 


Appendix I, —Scheme to procure fine Yarn — _ 83 
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with's View to prevent 
of Factories, and the 
Fund—the Evidence of Committees the Diſburſe- 
tained by the Secretary 1 
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II. Report of John Greer, Eſq. on the Scheme = — 14 


III. —petition of Merchants in the fine Trade about Liſburn againſt 
an Iriſh Bounty jr —-·ͥ 2 


IV. Value of Linens ſent to Market from each Con! 


in 1970 96 


V. — The Countries to which the Linens were exported in 1970, 
and the Ports where ſhipped — — — 87 


VI.— The Addreſs and Scheme offered to Munſter N 88 


82 — — 


by the Factors in Ireland and Drapers about Liſhurn 


a Bounty in Ireland, with the Anſwers as they were 
and diſtributed to the Britiſh Council in 1980. 4 93 


% 


In Page 48 Line 16 after * Trade is worſe? read © thay it was.” 


18 —— 3 before * when? read *.auith.” 
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VII.—-Reaſons of the Factors and Merchants of England, ſupported 
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| To 1 HE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE any HONOURABLE 
os THE N 


TRUSTEES of the LINEN MANUFACTURE, 


My Lok DS AvD GENTLEMEN, 


JVoR Inſpector General, Mr. Arbuthmot, having wantonly publiſhed a 


| Libel againſt me, which he calls a Report, in Conſequence of two 
Schemes referred to his Conſideration by your Honourable Board, it became 
neceſſary for me to Anſwer him ; which I beg leave to ſubmit to you 


and the Public, in the following Series of Letters, in order to Place 


his Schemes and Advice in a full Point of View; and at the ſame Time 
endeavour to vindicate my Conduct through the Variety of Buſineſs with 
which I have heen intruſted, and the various Schemes I have had the 
honour of preparing for your Honourable Board; in all of which I truſt it 
will appear, that the Trade, Manufactures and Proſperity of Ireland and 
the Honour and Influence of your Board were my leading Objects. 7 


When ] firſt addreſſed your Homourable Board, in 1754, ſtating the Im- 


propriety of many Schemes ſubſiſting at that Period, you had no leſs than 
One Hundred and Ninety- nine Spinning Schools eſtabliſhed through vari- 
ous Parts of the Kingdom, all Spinning Foreign Flax, at a yearty Expence 
of G8, ooo, and inſtituted only to teach the Children of the beſt Spinners in 
the World, as appears by the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons on a ſo- 
lemn Inquiry in 1758. OS 


You gave at the ſame Time, {4.400 yearly to Flax Shops for ſelling Fo- 


reign Flax, excluſive of a Scheme then ſubſiſting for teaching Flax-dreflers 


in the Poor Houſe of about {1,200 yearly, all of which militated diametrically 


againſt Iriſh Flax Farming; you at the ſame time diſtributed Wheels that 


were moſtly converted into Fire-wood, amounting to {£4,496 yearly ; and 
in various other Schemes, that in the whole exceeded the Fund of the Board 
at that Day £9,000 yearly, whereby the Importation of Foreign Flax in- 


creaſed” 


creaſed ſo as to amount to the enormous Sum of {1 38,444 175. 6d. on a 


The Conſiderations J addreſſed to your Honwrable Board, in 1754; the Re. 
port J made, purſuant to your Orders, in 1755, and the Inquiry I wrote in 1 
1757, produced a Committee of Inquiry in, the Hoſe of Campus, in which, [ 
on a ſolemn Examination of the moſt reſpectable Merchants and others, (ſee JF 
Vol. X. Pa. 743) you were fully ſatisfied of the many Truths I had advanced, F 
although claſhing greatly with the: Opimons and Schemes that had been deli- ö 

vered to, and adopted by you; in Conſequence whereof, a total Reform b 

took Place in all your Schemes, which praduced the happieſt - Couſequences 1 

% ͤͤÜwüA—. ̃/̃ͤ ] ͤdůdG 8 


All Spinning Schools and Flax Shops for vending Foreign Flax, were in 
Conſequence ſtruck off in a limited Time; and well regulated Flax Pre- 
miums eſtabliſned, whereby the Importation of Foreign Flax was reduced 
from / 138,444 17s. 6d. the Medium Import of Seven Years, ending 25th 

of March 1757, to {15,980 the medium Value. imported in five Years, 
ending 25th of March 1773, and to * {11,982 18s. being the medium Value 
of Flax imparted in the five Years, ending 25th of March 1784, as ſtated 
by the Exam. Aſſiſtants Acc. & Thus it appears that the increaſe of Iriſh Flax 
raiſed, muſt have been very great indeed, when it is conſidered that in ten 
Years after the County Premiums to Buyers commenced, which were; pur- 
ſuant to my Scheme, and under my Inſpection, beginning the 25th March 
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An Account of the Quantities of Flax imported into the Kingdom of Ireland in each of the 
| Five Years next preceding Lady-Day, 1784 : 


| TEE OE I bb 
| | Dreſt. J Unqxeſt. 
| Cwt. | Q. | Ib. | Cwt. . | th, 
3 * 1 
| 999 1 47 £1 7.4 20%: 4:4 7 
1780 37 | 2 114 7-999 | 3 | 21 
Years ending 25th of March 1781 lokok wargh 31 0 
| ; 1782 2} 7 © 4,098 1''2 7 $ 
| 1983 ro EY | 1 e ; | 14 4 
5 Joux WeruunaLL, 
N 27th September, 1784 | Ex. Aſſiſtant. 
$ Undreft Flaz is eſtimated at 40s. per Cyt. as imported into Ireland. 
| = 1761, 


3 
| 


1761, and ending the 25th of March 17 , the Linen Exports enereafed 
more than double; viz. from 12, 048,89 1 Vards, the export of the Near, 
ending 25th of March 1751, to 235%; 808 Yards;: the export of the Year, 
ending 25th March 1771, as appears by the Cuſtom Houſe 3 Par- 
liament; * I have ſtated the Par ticulars of the Quantity fent to Market by each 
County, to make up the Expott of that Year, from the beſt Eſtimates that 
could be made, alſo 1 the Countries to which the Linens of that Yeat were 
exported, Thus the rapid increaſe of the Growth of Flax nearly ſupplied the 


fotmer Deficiency, and this vaſt Increaſe in the Manufacture as appears 


demonitrabl y. 


The ptudent Schein of your Benth Board, carte potding at this 
Time 4 the Wiſhes of the Nobzlity and Gentry, whoſe utmoſt Exertions, | 
with large Subſcriptions: in their ſeveral Counties, not lefs in Amount than 
the Fund of the Board, were brought to your Aid, as will appear in my 


Reports in your Office, and were a | great Means of FOO. thoſe na- 
tional Advantages. 


About the Year 1770, the Deficiency of the Fund bing ſo viſible; by 
a Diſſipation of it in the Office, that great Complaints were made by all Per- 
ſons intitled to Premiums, of their not being able to procure Payments; this 
produced another Committee of Parliament, and Examination of all Grants 


of the Board, by Order of the Houſe of Commons and your Hinourable Board, 


in 1971, commencing from the former Statement of your Accounts to the 
11t of January 1957, on which oceafion, in 1771, by order of both, I made 
a general Review and ſtated: your Diſburſements and Accounts, whereby 
there appeared a very large Ballance againſt your Secretary, Mr. Newburgh, 
and the Cornmittee, cn a thorough Inveſtigation, Commons Journal,. Vol. 
XV. Pa. 403. Reſolved, That it 1s the Opinion of this Committee, that the 
* Clatmants for Premitms, have been greatly diſcouraged by delays in Payment, 
* arifing from a: pretended Deficiency in the Funds. The Nobility and Gentry 
in general withdrew their Subſcriptions, on the Boards failure in Pay- 
ments; and your Officer, who had imbezzled and waſted the Fund before 
that Period, was then, unfortunately for the Public, joined by Mr. Archi 
dall, by whoſe Management, thenceforward, a general Diſſipation of the 
Fund took place. The Linen Manufacture was negle&ed, and the Declen- 
ſion became almoſt as Rapid as its Advancement had been the ten Years 
preceding, until by the utmoſt Exertions of the Hou/e of Commons. oh: with 
Difficulty removed thoſe Squanderers of yous | Fund. | 1 
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This was the State of the Linen Trade, and your Fund in 1781, with a 
Load of Debts due to various Perſons in Conſequence of the Bankruptcy of 
Meſſrs. Newburgh and Archaall, when you provided amply, in a Linen Bill 
for Officers, and enlarged the Fund by new Grants. But theſe Letters will, I 
truſt, ſhew that your Object has been thus far totally defeated, as unfortunate- 


ly you were not guided by paſt Experience how to re-eſtabliſh your droop- 


ing Trade and Manufacture; but you went to Britain, a rival Conntry in 
the Manufacture, to find out an Iuſpector General, and you have procured: 
one, perhaps the leaſt qualified in the World, to ferve you, a Stranger to the 
Country, its Circumſtances, and the Abilities of the People, and what is ſtil} 
worſe, almoſt totally Ignorant of every Branch of Manufacture, I am certain, 
on reading thoſe Letters, you will be fatisfied that although the Sallary and: 
Appointments were very coffvenient for his Circumſtances, he was a very 
improper Object for your Choice; and if his Schemes are purſued one Year 


more, it will appear that your Honourable Board will inevitably experience 
another Bankruptcy, It is very extraordinary, as Mr. Arbuthnot's Reports 


are all made on Oath, according to the expreſs Powers for his Appointment 
in the Linen Act of 1782, Pa. 51, to ſee ſuch Aſſertions and untounded: 
Statements advanced as Facis by him. 


It may ſeem unneceſſary to repeat to your Honourable Board the great im- 
portance to this Country, that a prudent Diſtribution of your Fund evinces. 
You have the Proofs before you of the rapid Increaſe of the Manufacture, 
from 1761 to 17/1, and the Declenſion nearly as great, from 15751 to 1781, 


without a Proſpect of Advantage from your preſent Schemes; and all 


other Manufactures of Ireland in a great Meaſure depend on the Improve- 
ment and Extenſion of the Linen Manufacture, as the Great Staple of the 
Kingdom, to carry them to Market. en 


Mr. Arbuthrct, in his Libel (Pa. o) denies his pleading Inability to viſit 


Munſter; I ſhall, in Anſwer, reſer to his long Report (Pages 1, 22, 29, 37, 


44, 49, 61, 63, 65, 81) in all of which, and in many other Places, in his 
ſeveral Reports, he apologies for want of Time. I conſeſs my. Ambition 
ſoars much higher than a ſeparate Inſpection as he ſuppoſes ; it is to ſatisfy 
your Honourable Board of the Miſchiefs he has already done to the three Pro- 
vinces under his Inſpection, the Miſeries that await this Country if his 
Advice and Projects are purſued, and the Linen Manufacture farther de- 
ſerted and neglected; the Declenſion in the coarſe Frade appearing not leſs 
than {700,000 yearly, in Conſequence of the neglect of the Manufacture 
and increaſing Exportation of our beſt coarſe Yarn, to ſupply the Manufac- 
tures of Britain, which, like a Contagion, has affected ihe whole Frame of 


the Linen Manufacture and general Trade of Vreland; and it requires no 


prophetic 


( 07 
- prophetic Spirit to foretell, that the Value of Lands muſt follow the Trade of 


the Country. 


I have endeavoured to anfwer Mr. Arbuthnot, in a Series of Letters, that 
may throw ſome new Lights on the great Advantages held out to this Coun- 
try at preſent in her Manufactures and Commerce, and I flatter myſelf it 
will appear on reading his Libel and ſeveral Reports, that I ſhall ſtand ac- 
quitted of having ſaic more than is abſolutety neceſſary to appriſe your Ho- 
naurable Board of the evil Tendency of his Schemes and Advice. I have 
made no Aſſertions, ſtated no Matters as Fact, but ſuch as I have brought 
unqueſtionable Authorities in Support of. f 


1 had the Honour of propoſing fo early as 1758, to the Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons and your Hmmourable Board, the granting a Bounty on the 
Exportation of our Linens to Foreign Countries, which proves, at this Day, 
- fo intereſting to Ireland; I allo propoſed, at an early Day, to withdraw the 
Bounty on Foreign Flax Seed imported, to give it as a Fund to raiſe Flax and 
Flax Seed at Home, and towards Payment of the Bounty on our Linens 
exported. In 1792, I propoſed a Scheme to prevent abuſes of Lappers and 
Seal Maſters (by a Jury) in the Uſe of the national Seal, which has been 
partly adopted, and it will be of great Conſequence to-put the remainder of 
the Scheme in Execution (under the preſent Officer) as fully as it is report- 

ed in the Linen Committee, in 1781. My prefent great Object is a Re- 
ſtraint, by a regulating Duty, on the Export of Linen Yarn, to take Place 
as the price exceeds what can.be afforded. to protect. our Manufactures for: 
Exportation; | 


I entreat your Honourable Board to retrench your Line of Fxpence. The 
vaſt and unneceſſary Train of Imployments on your Bocks, bear no propor- 
tion to your Fund. Twenty-eight County Inſpectors are almoſt totally un- 
neceſſary, and {40 the Sallary of each Inſpector, parcelled out in Premiums 
in a County properly digeſted, will produce more ſolid Advantage to the 
County than ten Inſpectors at {40 yearly. One Provincial' Inſector, with a. 
Deputy Aſſiſtant, is ſufficient until the Trade is placed on a better footing 
in Leinſter, Munſter and Cornovght ; and I will-affert, that Mr. Arturhnot has 
recommended this Train cf Inſpectors for no other Purpoſe but to obtain 
their aſſiſtant Knowledge to cover his own Ignorance. RT 


The many daring Infults offered to this Kingdom by Mr. Arbuthnot, in this 
Libel, are alone ſufficient to render him odjous, and throw Suſpicion. on 
whatever falls from bis Pen. In Page 5, he tells Ulſter, they are not yet pre- 
pared: 


a 


pared to adopt the fim or French Spinning In Page 26, he ſays, the African. 
Trade will 95 a valuable Aquifition to this Kingdom, when wwe are prepared i 


adopt it : Page 11, he adviſes Munſter, with ſome Parts of Leinfter and Con- 


naught, to follow: and affeft the Linen Bufingſs in the Countries where it has gog a 
foaling rather than to direft or change its Progreſs. Sir William Temple, who 
wrote in, 167.3, 75 gave ſo favourable an Account of this Country for 


carrying on the Linen Manufafture from the fine Quality of our Flax, and the eu- 
alias . the: Iriſh Spumers ; 1 F this Branch of Trade was encouraged and at- 
tended to, we might beat bath the French and Dutch out of the Eu lui Markets. 
It is neceſſary ; to obſerve, that at this Time the French ſupplied England 


with a great Part of the Linens conſumed therein, as it appears by n 


Merchant, Vol. 1. Pa. 181, that England imported from France, in the Year 1673 *, 
55 30), 250 45. value of Linens of different Denominations. In 1678. the Eng liſi pro- 

ibited the French Trade, but in 1685 the French, through K. James Intereſt, 
hadinfluenced the new Parliament to repeal the AF, and on K. William's Acceſ- 
Gon to the Throne, in 1688, the Prohibition was renewed in which the Trade 
was declired to be a common, Nuiſance, and the [if and Scotch followed 
their Example in moſt Parts of their prohibitory Acts. It may be thought 


| neceſſary to look farther back into Hiſtory and Acts of Parliament, to prove 


to your Honourable Board, that the Flax and Linen Yarn of Ireland have been 
long in Eſlimation; as in the 13th of Queen Elizabeth, all Perſons were 
prohibited from den the produce of the Kingdom, viz. Wool, Linen 
* Yarn, &. except Merchants reſiding in Cities and Boroughs; and the 
ſame Year a farther Act was made, for the Employment of the Inhabitants, 
and encouraging the manufacturing of Linen, by fixing a Penalty of 12d. 

per Pound, on all Flax or Linen Yarn exported, and 8d. per Pound more 


* Particulars of the French Linens imported into England in 167 3, are as follows : 
Gacop, Pieces of Lockram or Sbeeting, and Dowlas at l. 6 os. per Piece 1. 360,000 


OS. 
17,000 Hundreds of Vitry and Noyals Canvas 6 © per Hhd. 102,000 o 
5,000 ditto of Normandy Canvas 7 © per Hhd. 435,000 © 
2,500 Pieces of Quintins or Cambricks o 10 per Piece 5 
1,500 ditto Dyed Linen 1 ©- «ditto; 1,500 © 
7,604 Yards of Diaper Tabling - o 2 per Yard 760 8 
33,896- ditto of Diaper. Napkining ite 1,694 16 
1,376 Dozen of Buckrams 2 10 3,440 0 
1,200 Bolts of Poldavies "©: 900 O 
2,820 Pair of old Sheets 8 OP 705" © 
: 2 
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« for the Uſe of the City or Town exported frqm ; this was as effectaal a 


e 6 as thoſe of Ruff: or France, had the Iriſh been in a State of 


Tranquility to ayail themſelves of it. , Sect 
Hage, Lord Deputy of Felad to Queen Elizabeth, in his Miftory of 
this Kingdom, from 1599 to 1603, Vol It. Pa. 368, obſerves, © that Vre- 
© lid yields much Flax, which the Inhabitants work into Varn, and export 


© the fame in great Quantity; and of old they had fuch plenty of Linen 


* Cloth, as the Natives uſed to wear thirty or forty Ells in a Shirt, all ga- 
© thered and wrinkled and waſhed in Saffron, becauſe they never put them 
off till they were worn out. 


In all uncivilized Countries the Practiſe of Waſhing is little known. In 
b the Checks and other ManufaQtures, printed ot dyed, are generally 
worn out without being waſhed; and the ſame Practice prevails atno ag the 
Slaves in the Weft Indies, unleſs attended particularly to by their Maſters. or 
Owners. This will ſhew the Wiſdom of Mancheſter Manufacturers in not 
adhering ſtrictly to faſt Colours on all occaſions, which would greatly en- 
hance the Price, which your Inſpector, Mr. Aibuthnot endeavours to eſta- 
bliſh as a neceſſary Preliminary on all occaſtorrs, in the Line of Printing and 
Dying. | 


Were it neceſſary farther to ſhew the high Eſtimation that It Flax has 


been in for Ages paſt, the 13th Article of Impeachment brought againſt 
Lord Strafford, from Ireland, prove it. * That Flax being one of the prin- 
« cipal and native Commodities of. Ireland, the ſaid Earl having got great 
© Quantities thereof into his Hands, c. 


have been the more particular in ſtating thoſe hiſtorical Facts, as Sir 
Williani Temple had reſided many Years in Holland, France, and Hlauders, 
before he accompanied the Earl of Eſſex into Ireland, and this great Man 


| ſaw the Opportunity that preſented a Manufacture of ſuch Magnitude at 


that early Period to Ireland. He examined the Quality of our Flax and 
Spinning, and he found no ſuch noxious or bad Quality therein as your 
Inſpector, Mr. Arbuthnot pretends to have found out, and has invidi- 
ouſly endeavoured to perſuade all Britain and Ireland that it contains, in 
direct Contradiction to all the Evidence of Hiſtory, or examination of Wit- 
neſſes at this Day. Louis Crommelin, who wrote in 170g, followed Sir 
William Temple in his opinion, and was the firſt ſucceſsful Promoter of a 


Hes Mpryſon, Secretary to Lotd 


* 


* In Lord Strafford's Reply to this Article, it appears that he was the firſt Perſon who 
cauſed Foreign Flax Seed to be imported into Ireland. 


Linen 


* 
<0 


(a ) 


Linen Manufacture fit for Expertation in Jreland. Had thoſe great Men, 
with ſuch as followed them, been of Opinion with your Inſpector, (in pa. 11) 
To leave the Manufacture to Shape its Courſe without endeavouring to Arect or 
change its Progreſs, the Dutch, French and Germans had reſted ſecure at this 
Day in full Poſſeſſion of the Britiſi Markets; and to uſe Mr. Arbuthinot's 
own Arguments, if this Country can poſlibly ſucceed without the Interfe- 
rance of a Board, Premiums, or Inſpeclors, where is the neceſſity of loading 


it with a Sallary for this Genius—this Paragon of Knowledge ; for if his 


Arguments prove any thing, they ſhew and prove him an Incumbrance that 
ought to be firſt lop'd off 7 


I beg leave to recommend thoſe Letters to your Conſideration, fully per- 
ſuaded you will meet ſomething new in them, that may aſſiſt your future 
Deliberations reſpecting the Trade and Manufactures of this * 3 
and have no Doubts, but whatever tends to that Purpoſe will be 
ably received by your Honourable Board. 

I Remain, 
My TorDs AND GENTLEMEN, 
With the utmoft Deference and Reſpect, 
Your moſt faithful 
and Obedient Humble Servant, 


Dublin, 
Dnober, 1784. ___., ROBERT STEPHENSON. 


avour- 
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LINEN MANUFACTURE, 
ANSWER To Taz REPORTS, Ge. 


th. JOHN ARBUTHNOT, 


Ixs PEC TOR GENERAL of LeinsTER, MUNSTER and ConNaUGHT, 


My Lokps AND GENTLEMEN, 


WILL not ſuppoſe that your Honourable Board, or any of its Mem- 
bers, would. Countenance Mr. Arbuthnot in making invidious Remarks 

on the two Schemes I had, with great Deference and the beſt Intentions, 
ſubmitted to Conſideration ; the firſt reipecting a Proviſion of fine Yarn for 
the Cambrick, Lawn or other Fancy Manufactures of Liter, addreſſed to the 
Board, and the latter addreſſed to the Nobility. and Gentry of Munfer; in 
Conſequence whereof the Nobility and Gentry. preſented a Memoria] to the 

Board, ſigned by the moſt repeRahle Number of Noblemen and eee 


5 8 SE: © hw” | 


4 & \ 


that, I believe, ever was laid before you, which * Memorial being referred: 
to a Committee, you ordered your Inſpectors General to give their Opinions 


thereon . 


I ſhall, for the preſent, wave taking Advantage of the Impropriety of 


Mr. Arbuthinot's Comments on my Addreſs to the Nobility and Gentry of 


* To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Truſtees of the Linen Manufafure, the 
Memorial of the Nobility and Gentry of Munſter hereunto ſubſcribed, on their own- 


Behalf, and all others intergſted in that Province. 
Sheweth, | | 
THAT Memorialiſts obſerve, with Concern, that the Species of Premiums of- 


fered by the Linen Board of late Years,. although formed with the beſt Intentions, for 


the Advancement of the Staple Manufacture of this Kingdom, yet has not had the- 
wiſhed-for Effect in the Province of Mun/ter. 

Your Memorialiſts are induced to think that the Premiums offered have not been 
adapted to the Genius and Circumſtances of Munſter, and they are confirmed in this 
by obſerving, that there have not been any Number of Claimants for. theſe Premiums, 
in this Province, for ſome Years paſt, | 

The Fund offered in Premiums being all Transferable to ſuch Counties as ſhall: 
have Claimants, and not being adapted to Munſler, it follows, that Munſer cannot 
derive any Advantage from the general Fund under the preſent Mode of Diſtribution. 
Lour Memorialifts, conſcious that it is the ſincere Wiſh of the Linen Board to 
promote the Manufacture in Munſter, and thereby to affiſt a Country now labouring 
under great Poverty and Diſtreſs, beg Leave to ſuggeſt, as the moſt probable Means 
of producing ſo deſirable an Effect, and as a fair and _—_— Meaſure, the ſetting 
apart a Portion of the Linen Board Fund for the Province of Munſter, not 
Fransferable to any other Province, and to allow the Nobility and Gentry, imme- 
diately intereſted in Munſter, to concert ſuch Plans of Encouragement: as may beſt 
Suit their reſpective Counties, ſubject nevertheleſs to the Approbation of the Board, 
and when any of their Schemes may not prove Succeſsful, to allow the Savings.made 
by Non-Claims to be applied to ſuch other Modes of Encouragement as may be 
found by Experience to be better ſuited to the Withes of the Inhabitants of that Part 
of the Kingdom. | 

Your Memorialiſts obſerve, that upwards of { 26,000, held out in Premiums for 
the preſent Year, will, they apprehend from paſt Experience, produce little Effect in 
Munſter ; and as they perceive that theſe Premiums are to be continued for three 
Years, unleſs. Notice is given to the contrary before the 24th of December next, they 
preſume to Hope that ſuch Notice will be given for their, Diſcontinuance in that Pro- 
vince, and that a Scheme for Premiums adapted to the infant State of the Manufacture 
in Munſter will be advertiſed in their Place, | +; My 

Your Memorialiſts will, if this ſhould appear reaſonable and juſt, endeavour to ſug- 


tion of the Manufacture in their Province, fuch Premiums as they conceive will pro- 
mote this uſeful Trade, and thereby tend to the Inrichment and Happineſs of the 
People, 


Munſter, 


geſt, through ſuch Members of the Board as are acquainted with the State and Condi- 
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1 
Munter, and inveſtigate his Conduct, Aſſerto Mund Opinions with Freedom, 


he having, wantonly, taken unbounded Liberties with mine. 


Mr. Arbuthnot is the leſs excuſable for this Libel, which he calls a Hawn 
having before him the Report of Mr. Greer, the Inſpector General of Uſer, 
a Gentleman of long Experience in Trade, whoſe Character had never been 
ſullied by any Slips, or Guilty, or even ſuſpected, of any inſidious Defizns 
againſt the Intereſts and Commerce of this Country in favour of Foreigners, whoſe 
natural Connections and Love for his Country muſt obtain his Report a ſu- 
perior Degree of Credit with every Friend to Ireland; Mr. Arbuthinot, J fay, 
had this Example before him, and (forgetting his Condudt in his Examination 
in England, that he muſt now expect to meet him with all the Miſcaefs it 
created and ſtill continues to this Country) he has, wantonly, ſtepped: out 
of his Line of Duty, as appears by your Orders of the 15th and 22d of June 
laſt *, to endeavour to perſuade your Honourable Board and the Public, of 
his being the moſt immaculate Officer living, and that his Knmwleage, Te ruth 


and Abilities are unparalelled in this or any other Country. 


Linen Board, Tue f «th June, "IR 
* A Memorial of the Nobility and Gentry of Munſter, whoſe Names are thereunto 
ſubſcribed, on their own Behalf and all others intereſted in ſaid Province, was pre- 


ſented to the Board and read, ſetting forth, that. appropriating a Portion of the Linen 


Board Fund, to be applied in ſuch Schemes as the Nobility and Gentry of ſaid Pro- 
vince ſhall think fit, ſubject to the Approbation of the Board, will be the moſt proba- 
ble Means to promote the Linen Manufacture in Munſter, and ſubmitting the Je | 
Miſes to the Conſideration of the Board. 

ORDERED, That ſaid Memorial be referred ta a Committee. | 

A Scheme for procuring a ſufficient Quantity of fine Yarn for the Cambrick: and 
other Manufactures in the Province of Ulſter, having been laid before the Board and 
read, was referred to the Conſideration of a Committee, 

RE SOLVED, That a Copy of the ſaid Scheme be ſent to the Inſpectors General, 
with Directions that they ſhould report to the Board their Opinion thereupon after due 
Enquiry and Examination into the PraQticability of the ſame, and the-beſt Mode of 
putting it into Execution, | 25 

Linen Board, Tuzſday 2.24 June, 1784. 

A printed Paper, ſigned Robert Stephenſon, addreſſed to the Nobility and Gentry of 
Munſter, being this Day laid before the Board and read, 

ORDERED, That a Copy of ſaid Paper, to ether with a Copy of the Memorial 
of the Nobility and Gentry of Munster, preſented to this Board on Tueſday the 15th 
June Inſt, be fent to the Inſpectors General, with Duections tha tiey ſhould re- 
port to the Board their Opinion thereupon after due Enquiry and Examination into 
the Practicability of the ſame, and the beſt Mode of putting the Matter therein con- 
tained into Execution. 


B 2 Notwithſtanding 
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CS 1 
Notwithſtanding this Arrogance of a proud Stranger, as he truly ſtiles him- 
ſelf in his frothy Report (page 84.), I ſhall enter into a Diſquiſition of his 


Writings, not only to vindicate my own Character and Knowledge of the 
Intereſts cf this Country, but once more to endeavour to reſcue your Ho- 


nourable Board, and the Kingdom through you, from the Miſeries attendant 
on a Diſſipation of your Fund and a Diverſion of the People (by low Sophiſtry 
united with Ignorance) from obtaining Poſſeſſion of ſuitable Manufactures in 
their reſpective Counties. | 


© Mr. Arbuthnot ſets out in a very bad Humour to fulfil your Orders, and 
ſeems as if he expected Oppoſition ; but he ought to conſider it is only by ſuch 
a Confſict that a Man of his diſtinguiſhed Fame (in his Travels from the Rhine 
to the Shannon, and his Correſpondence from the Royal Society down to the Journey- 
man Mienver) can eſtabliſh his Pretenſions to that univerſal Knowledge and 
Conſequence he aſpires to in this Country ; and he ought to plume himſelf 


on the ineffectual Reply that may be expected from my poor Abilities ; I ſhall, 
however, endeavour to Support what I advance by the Writings and Opi- 


nions of ſome of the firſt Characters of this Country, and by the univerſal. 


Approbation of the Trading Intereſt. 


I am not for poſtponing, according to Mr. Arbutlinot's Language, until 
next Year what may be poſſeſſed in the preſent. This fire 

has been too long harraſſed and injured by Delays, and loſing a Seaſon in 
either Manufactures or any particular Line of Commerce, to make Uſe of 
his own Phraſe, (page 27.) ſuch is the Struggle among Nations at preſent, that 
we may be for ever excluded. But to return to the Point now before us : 
He is not ſatisfied with Mr. Greer's Report on the Scheme for fine Spinning 
m Ulſter ; he pronounces the Provimce of Ulſter not yet prepared to adopt the 
French Spinning, altho' he muft and does confeſs, that he knows nothing of 
the Province, the Abilities of the People, or the Quality of their Flax; and 
neither the Laxe of his Duty, as he phraſes it, or what would have been a 


much fironger Incentive to me, Curiofity and a Defire of Information, could 
tempt him to take a View of the Manufactures of Ulfer ; and it muſt be ad- 


mitted, he is the firſt of the Tribe of Adventurers that have viſited this. 
Country, who (like a Mountebank with bis Noftrum) propoſes the ſame 
Schemes for all Provinces, Counties and People, informed or uninformed; 
employed or unemployed. es 


Mr. Arbuthngt does not ſeem deſirous to accelerate our Progreſs in any. 
Branch of the Manufacture, as he thinks Ufer not yet prepared to adopt the 
French Spinning, altho' Louis Crommelin introduced the fine Linen Manufac- 

ture 
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hs as. 
ture at Liſburn and Lurgan in 1699, and publiſhed his Eſſay on it in 1705. 
Mr. Crommelin, being a Native of S. Quintin, was brought up in the Cam- 


brick and fine Linen Branches; and in his Deſertation recommends Spinning 


the long way, and the Efforts of all Perſons employed in the Manufacture 
fince that Time, have been to Effect what was then recommended; yet 
Mr. Arbuthnot thinks the Province, after 85 Years experience, not prepared 
to adopt the Meaſure. The Province of Munſter, by this Scale of Progreſ- 
fion, might only hope to get ſome {mall Share of the Manufacture in the 
Courſe of another Century 


It is an unfortunate Circumſtance attending Mr. Arbuthnot's A ſſertions, 
that in all the Converſations I have had with Mr. Fofter and Sir Lucius 
O'Brien, ſince his Arrival in this Kingdom, they never mentioned his having 
ſuggeſted ſuch a Plan for ſpinning fine Yarn in Immitation of the French ; 
and ſtill more ſo, that Mr. right, to whom alſo Mr. Arbuthnor alludes, at- 


tended your Board, with others, the Day I had that Scheme preſented, to 


give Teſtimony of the immediate Neceſſity of its being executed: As for 
Mrs. Owens and Mr. Gregg's Knowledge of fine Flax or Spinning, I believe 
they are as little informed therein as Mr. Arbuthnot ; and I will venture to 
aſſert, that neither Mr. Fofter, Sir Lucius O'Brien, or Mr. Arbuthnot can teach 
a Spinner, at this Day, to Spin the long way in the French or Flemiſi Man- 
ner, although it is but a ſimple mechanical Art, which I ſee, by an Obſer- 


vation that has fallen from Mr. Arbutliuot, proves him totally ignorant of 
the Subject. | 


Mr. Arbuthnot ſays, it is a viſionary ſpeculative Improvement and may hazard 
the Laſs of their old Employment in the Trial, and concludes it beſt to begin 
with young People, totally ignorant, reſiding in other Provinces /—This is 
ſimilar to one of his futile Anſwers to a Queſtion relating to this Country, 
at the Far of the Britiſh Parliament in 1774. (See his laſt Anſwer in that 
Examination in Letter the th) : 


He thus expoſes bimſelf, as it would be a great Improvement, in our 
Manufacture, if all the Flax in /reland was ſpun the long-way, which I 
aſſert is the common Practice, on Flax, not only in France and Flanders, but 
alſo in Sileſia and a great Part of Scotland, and thereby renders their Yarn ſo 
much ſmoother, more even, and better adapted for Cambricks, Lawns, 
Hoſiery, Threads, and all Fancy Goods. pou ont 


He ſays, he has, more than once, travelled through that Country where the 
Culture aud Management of Flax and Spinning are carried on in the utmoſt Ber- 
te C ion © 


C2 


feftion : * We are ſtored with ſuch Travellers, incapable of making Obſer- 
vations, who (to uſe the late Mr. FHarwd's remark on his old Horſe) 
are much the worſe of their Travels. He alto ſays, he brought over not only 
the Implements, but a Sample of the Flax that is neceſſary for ſuch Spinning; 
I have ſeen a Sample of his Implements, ſet out with his Schemes, recom- 
mended to your Honourable Board, in the Newſpapers, and there is not an 
Old Moman in Ireland but has better adapted Implements than any he has 
yet produced; and I will prove to Demonſtration, that we have fine Flax in 
Abundance to ſupply all our Demands for Cambricks, Sc. and we know 
how to handle it in a more ſuitable Way, to our Climate, without his Advice, 
which only tends to miſlead and not improve our Flax Farmers. 


He appears totally ignorant of the Merits of our Implements, as a proper 


Flax Mill, attended by a ſkillful Workman, will produce more Tare and a 


leveller Strick than any Mode of Dreſſing by Hand; and the Engliſh Hackle, 

in a ſkillful Hand, ſurpaſſes the Dutch Hackle and Flemiſh Bruſh by 30 
per Cent. in fine Work. The Subject he has boldly ventured on is a Science 
not to be acquired without practical Knowledge ; and if he deigns to look into 


* In his long Report (page 13.) he obſerves, © That when he quitted Athlone he 
made a tedious Journey to Sligo without ſeeing any thing that related to Manufac- 
© tures, except ſcattered Pieces of late ſowed Flax, which promiſed very ill, but 
© which, on his return, had a very good Appearance, owing to the Quantity of Rain 
< which had fallen.“ Here is a Teſtimony from Mr. Arbuthnot, that he dots not con- 
fider Spinning as a Manufacture, as it muſt be notorious to Mr. Arbuthnot, and every 
Manufacturer, that there is no Part of the World where ſuperior Flax is raiſed, or 
the Women better employed in Spinning the beſt of Yarn for courſe Manufactures, 
than in this Tract through Roſcommon to Sligo where he paſſed ; but their Yarn is 
almoſt intirely exported, their Men unemployed, and their Villagers poor and 
wretched, 55 

It is only where the Loom accompanies the Spinner, © that Mr. Arbuthnot can feaſt 
his Eyes and his Pallate with a Weaver eating a fine Veal Cutlet, with a Pot of 
Porter before him, as at Proſperous;' ſee his Report on County of Kildare (page 6) 
in 1782, or his Report at Dundalk in Meſſrs. Wright and Co's Factory (page 3) where 
he deſcribes © all the Weavers with good freſh Meat boiling in their Pots, and ſalted and 
dried Meat hung up in their Apartments ;* and if he ever Travels through the manu- 
facturing Parts of U//ter, he will meet in each Cabbin that happy comfortable Appear- 
ance that is the natural Effects of a Family fully employed ; and I will even Appeal to 
Mr. Arbuthnot, that zealous Advocate for the Exportation of our Linen and Worſted 
Yarn, if, in all the Counties of the South and Weſt where the Practice prevails of 


exporting the raw Material, he could obſerve a Village that did not preſent to him 
Filth and Wretchedneſs in the Extreme, 


liſhed 


the firſt Volume of 7% Dublin Societies Weekly Obſervations, in Letters, pub 
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liſhed in 1737, by the late Alderman Roſs, he will ſee the whole Proceſs of 
the Flemings, Dutch and French in their Flax Farming and Manufactures, 
ſet out in the Language of a Gentleman, and with the greateſt Ability; that 
Gentleman having ſpent a conſiderable Time amongſt them, with a truly 
patriotic Zeal, to acquire a thorough Knowledge of whatever might be 
uſeful to transfer to Ireland: And Mr. Arbuthnor's travelling Hints, com- 
pared with that Writer's Obſervations, will ſhew his abſurd Concluſions in 
a ſtill ſtronger Light. 


The late * Earl of Canbraſſill, who had reſided many Years in Holland and 
Flanders, tried every Effort to eſtabliſh the Cambrick Manufacture at Dun- 
dali, and transferred the Flemiſh Mode of Flax-farming thither ; and vari- 
ous Experiments were made many Times under my Inſpection by Flemings 
and Dutchmen, brought over by his Lord/tip, and the Flax raiſed by them 
never exceeded, or even equalled, in Quality, for fine Spinning, what was 
and is to be had on the Sea Coaſts of U/fer, where they Manure with Wreck 
or Sea Sand; and in the interior Counties of Armagh, Monaghan, Cavan, 
Tyrone and Fermanagh they have alſo Abundance of fine Flax yearly, to ſupply 


the Cambrick Manufacture fully: The only neceſſary Point of Aquiſition is, 


to ſhew them ſimply how to make the Thread, which I will teach them with 
Pleaſure, and which, I obſerve is ſtill a Secret to Mr. Arbuthnot. 


It ſeems Extraordinary that in all Mr. Arbuthnot's Searches through the 
ournals of the Linen Board, he has not found the Notes of the Trial made 
at the Linen Hall, between the Dutch Flamdreſſers, with. their Hackle, and 
Iriſh Flax-areſſers, with the Engliſh Hackle, to decide which was moſt Bene- 
ficial for the Kingdom to encourage, it was about 1755, and it may ſurprize 
Mr. Arbuthnet, after his Srarches,. to ſee that the late Patrick Ewing, Eſq. 


was appointed Judge, along with me, by the Linen Board, to try, experi- 


mentally which excelled, and the Deciſion was greatly in Favour of the 
Engliſh Hackle, not leſs than 25 per Cent. | 


But Mr. Arbuthnot, who is a Stranger to our Climate, Lands, People, 
their Employment and Abilities, is for treating us as if totally uninformed, 
and thereby viſibly betrays his own Ignorance. 


> "IR 


* See my Journal in 1755, at Dindath, in the Linen Office,” alſo the Inquiry, 
publiſhed in 1757 by me, (page 161.) on this Subject. 3 AID 


But 


LE #4 


I have pointed out the Advantages we may now expect from a Monopoly, 
in the Cambrick Manufacture, of the Britiſh, Iriſh and Weſt India Markets, 
and the American alſo open to us, and according to the Scheme of Mr. Arbuth- 
not's falſe Quotations, which ſhall not paſs unnoticed, he forms a Story, ou my 
ſanguine Expectations of the American Market, without any Foundation, which 
induces a Belief, that he did not compare his invidiaus Comments with my 
Scheme for Spinning: He alſo ſhews a wonderful neglect in his Errors of the 

Preſs, or he could not have ſubſtituted Zinfies * inftead of Lenoes, Manufac- 
tures made of different Materials, or have placed a Comma between Hand- 
kerchiefs plain and printed, to connect the latter Words with Kentings. 
But my Suſpicions of his Knowledge, even in the common-place tecnical 


Names of Manufactures, were raiſed on reading his former frothy 
Reports. | 


J am, & 


The Second Letter, to the Same. 


R. ARBUTHNOT, in Page 6 cf his Libel, gives up his pretended 
| Knowledge acquired by his Travels, and Appeals to the Evidence he has 
ſtated, and other Perſons he has conſulted, the moſt converſant in Trade, 

that the previous Step to introducing French Spinning is to improve the Flax; 1 


again repeat, that his Ignorence of the Quality of our Flax, joined to his 


Zeal to appear a Man of Knowledge, has been his ſole Cauſe of valunteering 
and hazarding an Opinion (as he often Phraſes it) on the preſent Occaſion, 
but Reaſon and Experience will not give Place to unfounded Aſſertions; it 
is Mr. Arbutſinots Ignorance of the Method practiſed in France and Han- 


ders that made him ſeek any Information in trelaud. He was introduced to 


you as the Paragon of Knowledge, who was to inſtruct the beſt- informed of 
the Iriſi in Manufaftures and Commerce; and in the Courſe of thoſe Letters it 
will appear that you were impoſed on by adopting him, and his Noble Patron, 
and every one concerned in his Importation to Jreland, convinced of his Ig- 
norance and Inſufficiency to be of any Uſe to you. 


** 


* 4 
> 4 — — * 


See my Scheme for Spinning fine Yarn, No, I. Appendix, 
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His next Aſſertion is, that we muſt make Uſe of French or Flemiſi Flax, 
if we adopt the Plan at preſent; even in that Caſe, ſurely it would employ 
our People, and be a Saving of at leaſſ five Parts in fix of the Value of very 
fine Yarn procured by their Labour *; this ſaving would exempt Mr. Arbuth - 
not from Criticiſm or Cenſure, which he pretends (Page 6.) to fear: But I am 
a Judge of Flax, in every Stage, and I take upon me to ſay and prove his 
Aſſertion is without Foundation, and I know this Country can produce fine 
Flax in Abundance to ſupply any Demands we may have; I know from 
long Experience that our Culture, Climate, and Method of preparing it for 
the Spinner, although very different from the Hemiſſi, produces as fine and 
as ſtrong Flax as any raiſed in France or Flanders, and there has only been 
one bad Year of Flax lately, in 1982, and even then fine Flax might have 
been fully ſupplyed of Home Growth, had our Spinners known how to uſe 
it: And Mr. Arbuthn5t would be more prudent to dwell leſs on the Dangers 
and Fears he Expreſſes for Ulfer, in this or any other Branch of their Ma- 
nufacture, as he knows well, from the Contempt they ſhewed for his Linen 
Af that he was ſo humane, unſolicited, to draw for them, and other Cir- 
cumſtances, that they have ſtrong Suſpicions of his Heart as well as his Head. 


I ſhall not tell Mr. Arbuthnot the Secret of making fine Yarn which he 
fiſhes for in Page ; it is enough to aſſert, that Mr. Arbuthnot is ignorant of 
the Matter, and wants to deprive the Province of the proper and moſt pro- 
fitable Uſe of their fine Flax and Spinners. There is no doubt but the Cam- 


brick Manufacture would have ſucceeded long ago, in this Kingdom, if the 


Seat of the Factory had been firſt fixed among the fineſt Spinners in the 
northern Parts of C/fer; and this Overture of Mr. Arhbuthnot's to have the 
Spinning of fine Yarn eſtabliſhed in the South, and the Weaving in the 
North, correſponds with all his other abſurd Schemes and Arguments re- 


ſpecting this Kingdom. 


__ 


„ Mr. James Pear on, a Wholeſale Merchant of London, examined before a 


„Committee of the Briliſb Houſe of Commons, in 1774, ſays, he bought ſeveral 


«© Boxes of Minchelſea Cambricks, but was underſold by the French, being ſmug- 
„ pled and fold cheaper in the weſtern Counties of England, obſerves, that during 
« the War home-made and Iriſh Linens found their Way to the Spaniſh Main 
through Carolina, and for the French Iſlands.” | 4 

* He had dealt both in Iriſh and Scotch Cambricks; that the Scotch complained 
c the Trade would not be worth their purſuit, the French were ſo much encreated in 
„the Market, and he had not ſeen any from ſreland for three or four Years ; and 
believes there are none imported.“ | 


He had alſo tried all Sorts of Britiſh and Iriſh Dowlaſs when the Foreign were dear.” 
| C | Mr, 


* 


N 


„ 


Mr. n next agrees in the Propriety of extending this Manufacture, 
and mentions my ſanguine Expeftations of an American Market, which I place 
the laſt of Four open to us, beſides many others that may follow ; ; and I muſt 
here differ in the Line of ng idly our Manufactures totally with your In- 
ſpettor, as through all his futile Reports, Libels, or whatever they may be 
called, he uppen the Manufacturers and Merchants of Ireland to be the 
moſt abandoned Fools in the World; and in every Part and Scheme he is 
againſt attending to the Quantity or Value, but to the Quality of the Goods, 
2s if their own Intereſts were no way concerned in obtaining Reputation or 
Perfection. 


If Mr. Arbuthnot had any Knowledge of the great Markets in Europe, or 
the other Parts of the Globe, he would know, even arrogant proud Stranger 
as he is, that there is not in the World a Market where ſo much Buſmeſs is 
done with ſo little Noſe, Frauds, or more upon Honour than at the Linen 
Hall of Dublin; he would alſo have known, that there are more Linens re. 
turned to Germany and Holland, in Proportion to their Imports into Britain, 
for Faults and Frauds, than to Feland; and he would know, that all the 
Train of Manufactures of Britain bear no Compariſon to the Iriſh in reſpect 
to Honeſty in the Lengths and Breaths they are fold for; nor do the French. 
 Cambricks, Dutch Hhllands, or Sileffa Linens hold the Lengths they are no- 

minally ſold for : But I am loſing my Time in ſtating the Cuſtoms among 
Foreigners to Mr. Arbuthnot, who, being aſked at the Bar of the Britiſh Par- 
liament, in 1774, pleaded total Ignorance, as follows : 


Queſ. Had he any Acquaintance with the Export Trade when the 
„ Bounties exiſted on Printed Linens,” 


Anſ. I can't fay I have attended to th: it Circumſtance—it is Foreign: 
« to my Trade l am not an Exporter or Importer.” 


How Mr, Arbuthnot has become ſuch a Judge of the Commerce of the 
World, ſince the Year 1774, ſeems Extraordinary, and throws ſtrong Sut- 
picions on any thing he advances, eſpecially as we know he became a Bank- 
rupt ſoon after that Examination, and reſided in a Part of France little con- 
cerned in any Trade but Smuggling; and the early Part of his Life was 
employed in acquiring ſome ſittle Knowledge of the Printing Buſineſs, in 
which he did not ſucceed, or in planting Madder, a Hobby Hnſe of his, at 
Coſehorton, near London, where I have been in his Printing Yard. 
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I have thought this Detail fo far Neceſſary to give a perfect View of Mr. 
Arbuthnot's Pretenfions to Experience and Knowl-doe, well knowing that 
Gentlemen are too apt to aſcribe to Strapyers Abilities and Experience 


that has often lead public Bodies, in this Country, imo expenſive Errors, 


ſome of which ſhall be inftinced' : And now that I have informed you how 
he has been employed ſince he left Scotland, until Lord Loughborough brought 
him in his Suit to Ireland, and had him adopted by your Honourable board to 
inſtruct the poor 1riſh, and form Schem's and Bills for Parliament, to regulate 
and cxtend all their Manufaftures, as if by Inſtinct, without either ſeeing the 


Country or People. This is a true Picture of this Man, who thus preſumptu- 


ouſly calls me to Account for my Conduct theſe dirty Years paſt, in a Coun- 
try that I ſpeak of from my Knowledge, and of a Trade and Manufacture 
which I have experimentally tried in almoſt every Branch in Imitation of 
the Foreign; and I have exported to every Guntry where a Market could be 
expected, with a View to obtain Information; and though many Expert - 
ments have not ſucceed, they have enabled me to ſpeak with Vrmneſs, not 
as a Speculiſt; and I hope for Credit in Preference to any Adventurer whoſe 
Aſſertions I ſhall Demonſtrate to be ill- founded, and only expoſing his Igno- 
rance, and too often, it is to be feared intentionally made to lead the People 
from their true Intereſts. | | 


Mr. Arbuthnot's pretended Ignorance of the Tranſactions of the Britiſh Par- 
liament (Page 7.) only proves his Inattention to the moſt important Intereſts 
of this Country, which his great Salary cf £700. yearly, a Houſe, and other 


lucrative Advantages cannot Bribe him to conſider. Our Newſpapers convey 
to the Public a Narrative of every thing, relative to this Count-y, that is 


agitated in the Britiſh Parhament, which even the loweſt Claſs of Pevple 
read at this Time; and a Man of Mr. Arbuthno!'s Reicaichcs ought to have 
alſo known the ſeveral Acts paſſed in #7:714n, and ſtill in Force, to give us 
Poſſeſſion, equal to a Monopoly, of the Cambrick and Lawn Manufactures 
there, viz. Act 18 Geo. II. Cap. 36.—Act 21 Geo. II. Cap. 26.— Act 32 
Geo. II. Cap. 32—and Act 7 Geo. III. Cap. 43. Tay theſe ſeveral Acts give 
us Poſſeſſion of the Britiſh Markets, which ate the beſt in the World for 
Cambricks, Lawns, and all Fancy Goods, which Mr. As buthnot fo unfeling - 
ly treats with Levity (Page 7.) ; but what can be expected from a Mercenary 
who has no Intereſt in, and is not warmed with a Love of, this Country, 


He lays down, as a Poſtulatum, through all his Reports, and this Libel, 
(Page 14.) that raiſing Flax in Abundance will introduce the Linen Manu- 
facture ; I deny the Propoſition on the ſtrongeſt Evidence. In Ryfia the 
Flax and Hemp, for Exportation, is raiſed in the Ukrain ; and the Linen and 

C 2 Hempen 


B 
Hempen Manufactures of Ruſſia are carried on about Myco, many hundred 
Miles from thence; in Poland, a great Flax Country, they import their fine 
Linens; in England their principal Flax Farming is in Lincolnſhire, and on 
the Eaſt Side of Yorkſhire, and they vend their Flax to the Manufacturers in 
Lancaſhire, Weſtmoreland, Durham and Northumberland; they do not Manu- 


facture any Quantity of Flax into Linen in either Lincolnſhire or that Part of 


Yorkſhire where it is raiſed ; but they have Mater Carriage in thoſe Countries 
from the Seat of their Flax Farming. 


Mr. Arbuthnot is a Stranger to the Circumſtances of this Country ; we have 1 
very little Advantage of Water Carriage, and Flax and Yarn are bulky, 9 
heavy, and Enhance the Price greatly by Carriage. His ſuppoſing the beſt 
Spinners could not be eaſieſt inſtructed in the fine and moſt valuable Branch 4 
of Spinning, or that it is moſt difficult to be executed by them on Account 1 
of breaking through old Habits, proves ſtill more how ignorant he is of the 
Proceſs, and 1s an argument beneath a School-boy. If the want of Ma- 
terial was to be advanced as a bar to the Introduction of a Linen Manufac- * 

ture, the * Scotch who import their Flax moſtly for their various Linen F 


* The Scotch Eſtimates of their Linen Manufacture, and Deductions taken on a "i 
Medium of three Years, ending the Iſt of January 1773. ſince which Time by 
they are greatly increaſed, are as follow : | 3 


Medium Value of Linens ſtamped for Sale the} 5 „ 4. * | i 
laſt three Years in Scotland, ending the 1ſt - 600,000 © O. 
of January 1773 — — — \ 3 1 
Deduct from this for Home Conſumption — 150,002 © © | 
Flax imported, 3,900 Tons, moſtly Dutch, . [NF 
valued at 50s. per Cwt. firſt Coſt — : ä 
Linen Yarn imported, 144, 320 Pounds, va- 
lued at 12d. per IbÞ — 8 
Lintſeed, moſtly from Holland, 8, 430 Hhds. 
at 50s, per Hhd. — 5 


Hemp to make the moſt of their Sail Home| 


r 


5,210 0 
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| about 150,000 Yards exported and for Home 37000 0 of 
1 | | Conſumption, ſuppoſe e — 
14 Aſhes for Bleaching their Linens and purging 
1 their Yarn — _ — 7 2,962 10 © 
* Profit ariſing to Scotland on this View of er | 319-253 Bus I 
Exports and Imports, and proceeding from — 220/746: 10 0 


the Employment of their People — 


600,000 o 0 


Manufactures, 
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Manufactures, and Mancheſter, which is entirely ſupplied with foreign Ma- 
terials in every Line of their extenſive Manufactures, would never have at- 
tempted the Linen, Cotton, Worited, Silk, or various other Branches in which 
they have made ſo wonderful a Proficiency. 


Mr. Arbuthnsi next takes Notice of the Funds being limitted; it is true 
they are, but they are ample and ſufficient if managed with Oeconomy to 
anſwer the preſent Objects propoſed. But his Attention to the Linen Funds, 
and Propriety in the Orders of your Honourable Board ought to have in- 


duced him to guard your Councils ſo as not to have added /200. yearly to 


his own Salary, which was ſ-ttled by Act of Parliament at / 500. and I be- 


| Heve the Public will think with me, it was an ample Compenſation for an 


diſplay of Knowledge or Merit that this arogant proud Stranger has exhibited 
hitherto. 


I hope, by this time, your Honourable Board, and the Public, will be con- 
vinced he has oppoſed this Scheme on no other Principle but 7znorance, Envy, 
or a Bias in Favour of ſome other Country, as he is unacquainted with the 
Subject, and fears leaſt the Board ſhould confider him as an improper Officer 
to be placed as a Guardian over any Province or Branch of our Manufac- 
tures. Mr. Greer, for whote Department the Scheme was propoſed, ex- 
preſſes no Fears or Jealouſies; he admits the Neceſſity and Propriety, and 
preſſes for the immediate Execution thereof. Thus the ſame Object affects a 
Man of Experience, Integrity and Knowledge, ſo ditterently from the Feelings 
of a Man conſcious of his own {ynorance, Inability and want of R-gard for the 


Proſperity of this Country. 


The Third Letter, to the Same. 


Hons anſwered the greater Part of Mr. Arbuthno!'s Objections to the 
Scheme for fine Spinning, if they may be ſaid to deſerve an Anſwer, 
I ſhall now follow him to the Paper I addreſſed to the Nobility and Gentry 
of Munſter, as it opens a Field for Obſervation, in which your Honourable 
2 and the Public, will beſt decide on our Pretenſions to Favour or 
Credit. | | 


I ſhall 


"L278 


KM: 
Fi 
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I ſhall not enter into a Conteſt with Mr. Arbuthinot to ſhew when the Linen 
Fund was leſs by half than at preſent ; but he muſt agree with me that no 
Part of it is out of your Power to diſpoſe of at Diſcretion, or ſo unneceſſary 
and I will ſay unmeritted, an Addition of / 200. yearly, and alſo an excellent 
Houſe worth {100. more, with other Advantages, could not have been 
added to his Salary of {5-0. yearly, appointed by the Linen Act. I ob- 
ſerve this arogant proud Stranger, artfully endeavours to Screen himſelf from 
me, by calling ali the Schemes he has offered the Schemes of your Honorable 
Board; but I truſt to the impartiality of your Deciſions between us, that 
you will not impute to Diſreſpect ſuch Objections as I offer to his Abſurdities, 
expenſive, artful, and I will ſay wicked Schemes, and J hope if any Expreſ- 
fions fall from my Pen, that may be applied either Way, you will conſider 


them as neceſſary to ſhew this Pretender to Knowledge in a full Point of 
View. 


Mr. Arbuthnt ſaves me trouble in pointing out how the Fund is appro— 
priated at preſent. the Propriety of which will partly be my Subject, and it 
is known to every Member of your Honourable Board, that every Linen or 
Money Fill, enables you to vary the Appropriation as you ſee neceſſary. The 
Expenditure for Buildings will, in all Probability, ceaſe before two Years, 
when the firſt Demands on the Board, for any of the Schemes I have pro- 
poſed, would at ſooneſt commence, ſo far his Objections are removed; and 
according to the Scheme of Premiums I have ſubmitted for Munſter, The 
Sum I have propoſed for that Province, continued through the, Four Pro- 
vinces in Premiums ſuitable to each of them, would not amount to fo much 
as the Sum of {16,000. with the accompanying Expences, which your In- 
ſpector has prevailed on you to offer for Flax and Flax Seed alone; the 
Merits of which Scheme ſhall be conſidered in due Courſe. 


The Appropriation of {1,000. a Province for Hemp, in my humble 
Opinion, will anſwer no Purpoſe, but to create falſe Claims and Perjuries. 
On looking into my Report in 1755, at Limerick immediately after the 
Premiums for raiſing Iriſh Hemp, for Sail Cloth, to intitle the Exporters to 
an Iriſh Bounty, which expired about the Year 1753, I find my Opinion 
decidedly againſt a Purſuit of the Culture of Hemp in this Kingdom ;. my 
Report in your Office on the Hemp Farming fully proves it *; and the Board 


Were, 


— 


|. ati * 
* — A —B E_—_- — — <4 * * * „ — yt. — * — 4 * — — — — — _ 


*The raiſing of Hemp is in a great Meaſure dropt all over this Country, and from 
the beſt Information it appears ta have been but a forced Scheme, and not natural to 
the Climate or Soil; and from the many native Advantages in Favour of the Linen 

Manufacture, 


11 


were, at that Time, ſo ſully convinced of the Propriety of the Obſervations 
made to them, that they never offered a Premium on raiſing Hemp thence 
forward until this Paragon of Niſqm was introduced to your Honourable 
Board, and he ſeems to make a Merit of renewing all the exploded, fooliſh 

and expenſive Schemes that were aboliſhed by the Board in Conſequenee of 
the Confiderations I publiſhed in 1754, my Report in 1755, and the Inquiry I 
publiſhed in 1757, which produced an Examination and Report in the Houſe 
of Commons * in 1758, that your Inſpector will. do well to read and con- 
ſider before his next Publication. 


* 


It is neceſſary to inform your Honourable Board, that the Examination of 
Mr. Arbuthnot at the Bar of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, was in Conſe- 
quence of the united Applications of the Engliſh, Iriſh and Scotch intereſted 
in the Linen Manufacture, to obtain farther Advantages in Favour of our 

Home Manufactures, ſo as to put us on a footing to meet the Germans, 
Ruſſians and Dutch, in all Markets at Home or Abroad; and one of our 
Demands was, to extend the Bounty in Britain to Iriſh and Britiſh Linens 
when printed, an Advantage which plain Linens, under 184. per Yard, when. 
exported, enjoyed, and the Britiſh and Iriſh Linens had enjoyed, whilſt your 
Inſpector was a Printer, down to 1753, when it expired. 


1 The Demand was ſo reaſonable that no one doubted its being complicd 
. with, or otherwiſe to retain the Drawback allowed on Foreign Linens, when 
1 exported printed, a Point we feared was not to be gained, but might en- 
1 — — — N — — —— 

| Manufacture, the not employing Lands and People in raiſing Hemp, ſhould rather 
1 Empioy ing : b 18 £ 

9 be conſidered as an Experiment determined to the Advantage of the Public than: 
9 otherwiſe. | | 

„ * Commons Journal, Vol. XV. Page 380. That Nobert Stephenſon, in 175 4, 


publiſhed a Paper, add reſſed to the Board, wherein he endeavoured to ſhew the Impro- 

priety of the Application of the Fund, in the Mode of encouraging the Growth of 

"lax Seed, in the Encouragement given to Foreign Flax, by importing and giving 

Premiums to Flax Shops for ſelling it. 18 

That in the Vear 1755 he was ſent out by the Board to ſee whether, on his Exa- 

| | mination, his Opinion would correſpond with the Schemes he had given to the Board; 
A that in Conſequence of that Tour he made a Report to the Board, and in the Seffion 
of Parliament 1757, was examined before a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
and laid ſome Schemes before them which were recommended by that Houſe to the 
Board, particularly a Scheme for granting Premiums in Twenty- five Counties to the 
Buyers of courſe Linens, which in 1759 was recommended to the Linen Board by a 
reſpectable Number of Merchants, and that the fame was adopted by the Board 
in 1760. 


ſure 


pI 1 
ſure to us the Bounty on Britiſh and Iriſh Linens when printed; but Mr. 


thereby raiſed ſuch an Alarm among the Printers and Export Merchants that 
he ſucceeded, and Ireland was in Conſequence deprived of the Bounty from 
that Time until after my going to London, in 1778, purſuant to the Com- 
mands of the Lord Lieutenant of Jrcland, as will appear in the 5th Letter. 


The Queſtions and his Anſwers, in 1774, before a Committee of the Britiſh 
Parliament, were as follow : * | | 


4 


Mr. Arbuthnot was deſired generally to State the Linen Printing Trade, 
and the Sort of Goods on which the Printing was done, firſt Home-made, 


Caules ; 1ſt. Temporary; 2nd. Permanent. 


See the Houſe of Commons Copy of this Examination in the Linen Office. 


The 


Artuthnot took new and unexpected Ground to defeat our Application, and 
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1 * ſecondly Foreign? The Number of Hands employed in the Buſineſs ?— 
| * The Materials of Britiſh Growth and Produce, which are employed and 
0 * conſumed in the ſaid Buſineſs ?—The Quantity of Linens printed ? -The 
bi * Exciſe and other Duties paid to Government? The Value of the ſaid 
Fi Manufacture or Buſineſs to Great Britain, and to what Amount, in Duties 
Fi and Labour, the Profit left here ariſes, after all Drawbacks, Sc. are paid on 
| 1 * Exportaticn ?—What the Conſumption and Markets are for which this 
Fi * Buſineſs is carried on, and to what Amount in each; 1ſt. Home Conſump- 
1 * tion and Africa; nd. Britiſh Colonies; 3d. Foreign Markets? What 
17 Sort of Goods are in Demand in each, and with what Sort of Goods each 
140 muſt be primarily and principally ſupplied in order to continue and carr 
400 © on the Trade at the ſaid Markets? — Will he deſcribe to the Committee 
. the ſpecific Difference of the Sorts, both Home- made and Foreign Linens, 
as they are more or leſs ſuited for Printing, and when printed for the 
© Home or Foreign Markets; 1ſt. as to the Quantity ſo far as they are or 
© are not ſuited for Printing; 2dly, as to the Price; gdly, as to the Value 
* when printed both at Home and Foreign Market ? | 
Was the Printing Trade carried on during the War? What Goods 
were then chiefly printed in £ngland ?—What was the State of the Foreign 
© Trade at that Period, and what Foreign Linens met our Britzh Trade 
there? — What was the State of the Trade in the Years 1772 and 
* 1913?—Was there any Decline or Slackneſs, and what were the principal 
* 


1 
1 
FU 
Wy 
3 
1 
5 
+ 
7 
7 


2 — — * v2 + 2 
n n 


Lg 
— 


es LIN n 
e 
— — 5 


, RC Od re 
.,. 


* 

775 

* p 1 
Ix 
4 

0 
4 
88 

* — 

[3 

Y & 

5 

1 "I 
TW 
e 
N 
1 
Wd. 

20 
3x" 
pF. 
. * 
5 7 N 
n 
223 
1 
17 ; 
> 
1 
'Þ 
dk , 
3 
55 $ : 
1 


Wo £ . 2 5 ; 
ae eros we, . 


** 1 r rn 
"ay 1 n n 1 

„ 7j nn, nt Pg of 

r AG Re on 


8 wi 2 q 
. 


22 ae 
„33 * 2 1 — WOES 
3 8 0 >< ED N 8 SN 5 
rr * 1 


5 E 
SO ELLE 2 wy | ET nit 
277 ogg tb Or NETS rat 


5 
n ** 
CON 


CE ns 
e Rs 8 


5 
The following are Mr. Arbuthnot's Anſwers and Croſs Examination. 


© He had been engaged in the Trade, as a Printer, about Twenty Years, 
and had been engaged until within a few years on high-priced Work for 
the Dutch, viz. Callicoes to ſupply the Continent, and on German Linens 
to ſupply the Jamaica Trade :— The firſt of thoſe Branches is almoſt total- 
ly Loſt to this Country—The Dutch now Manufacture the greateſt Part 
of the Goods they uſed to have printed here; and the other Countries. that 
uſed to be ſupplied by the Dutch are ſupplied by their own Printing Ma- 
nufactures in Germany, Switzerland and France. There is at“ Augſburg 
one particular Manufacture where they now execute the Work in a much 
ſuperior Manner to any Thing he ever ſaw from any Part of the Globe. 


6 K , ( 00-- 


The Printing on German Linens is likewiſe much declined in England, 
(he means that Part that ſupplied the Jamaica Trade, which Trade is now 
alnigſt Ioft ) nor will it ever recover the Shock it received by a Regulation 
that took Place about the Year 1965 +: The Swiſs and Dutch took Ad- 
vantage of that, and have retained a conſiderable Part of it; the Swiſs ſup- 
plied that Trade through Genoa to the French Iflands, and the Dutch di- 
rectly through St. Euſtatia; and although there is ſtill a Portion of that 
Trade ſupplied from hence, through another Channel, it conſiſts only of 
ſome few Articles in which the Foreigners cannot yet excel; I am doubt- 
ful whether, from the Progreſs they have already made, if there ſhould be any 
farther Cheque on the Exportation of Foreign Linens wuen printed, they 
would not be able to ſucceed in every Branch that is to ſupply that Trade. 
Theſe two Branches I mention as almoſt Loſt totally to this Country by its 
Fluctuations,” of which he gives a long Detail 0. 5 

Mr. Arbuthnot then ſtates, That the Gentlemen in this Trade have fur - 
niſhed him with faithful Extracts from their Books, of Twenty-four Print- 


CVVT 


0 8 


ing Houſes within Twenty Miles of London, ſigned by each Individual, 
and lays a 2 * before the Committee, ſpecifying the Number of running 


— x" 


* When Mr. Arbuthnot made this Aſſertion it is preſumed he had forgot the 


Copper plate Printing, which was invented in Ireland. 


+ The Shock here alluded to, was an Order from the Lords of Trade, to Seize the 
Spaniſh Veſſels that came up from the Continent to Jamaica to trade with them, 
and take off their Manufactures, and particularly their printed Linens. | 

§ Mr. Arbuthnot's Ignorance of Commerce deprived him of the Opportunity of 
knowing, that the periodical Fluctuations which ſeem to aſtoniſh him, were the com- 
mon Effects of the Spaniſh Flota, whoſe uſual Orders and Demands for printed 
Goods came round only every third Year. 
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* Yards, Amount of Printing, and the Exciſe of each different Article, in 
« Demand at the different Markets; and likewiſe the Number of People em- 
« ployed in the Printing Manufacture, and an Account of the different 


Species of Drugs and Materials made Uſe of, ſpecify 


* Engliſh and which Foreign, VIZ. 


1770. 


Callicoes, 


German Linens 


Cottons, Britiſh 
andIriſh Linens 


Total 


Callicoes, 


German Linens, 
Cottons, &c. 


1771. 


— 


Total 


1772. 
Callicoes, 


German Linens, 
Cottons, &c. 


Total 


— —— — 
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Callicoes, 


German Linens, 
Cottons, &c. 


— 


Total 


— 


You are to View this Printing Trade, on German Linens * as in 4 State of 
« being Loſt to Britain, as he Phraſes it, and it is 


1 


Vards. 


| 2,7 28,763 


6,654,353 


' 


2,399,829 
3,351,201 


Running | 


1,919,180 


7,747,662 


— — — — 


2, 14,98) 
1,893,827 
324 54,392 


Mt 


2 


75 523,206 


3,176,896 
133 


6,824,131 


; 


| 1,996,692 


1,956,147 | 
1,091,088 


( 


States with any regard to Reality. 


n 


Amount of Printing. 
L. 17,293 © 223 
315442 6 7 
119,96 11 3 
| £278,217 18 OF 
83,583 14 114 
18% 5 9 
142,726 16 41 
. 3 
90,826 18 4 
75,035 17 332 
150,856 13 B83 
4-316,719 9 44 
980, %, 6 6 
5 © 
47,380 $9 © 8 
| 28,387 1 24 
1 


. 


| 
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Exciſe. 
{47,979 10 
18,810 1 
25,582 3 
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ing which are 


— LC 


L. 92,371 2 14 2 


O 0 


22,498 7 
31,410 10 
£103,831 13 9 
544374 13 6 
17,754: 12 6 
22,9304 116 
{104,514 4 6 

43,903 13 
15,853 19 
8 

1 


. 94.541 
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One of the few Points he 


The 


[ | 19 1 


The Account here ſtated is a Copy of the Extracts delivered in by the 
Twenty-four Printing Houſes reſiding within Twenty Miles of London, and 
© he ſuppoſes thoſe Houſes to employ near Ten Thouſand Men, Women 
and Children, excluſive of the Buſineſs done and Hands employed by 
Printers in Scotland, which he ſuppoſes one-fourth more; he then Enume- 
© rates the Drugs employed in the Printing Manufacture, diſtinguiſhing which 
are Engliſh or Foreign, viz. the Engliſh, or from their Settlements, are 
* Allum, Sugar of Lead, Oil of Vitriol, Copperaſs, Weld, Stale Beer, Old 
© Iron, Coals, Aſhes, Lime, Copper, Gum, Woods and Indigo; the Fo- 
« reign are, ſome Indigo and Aſhes, Madder, Gauls, 


He then States the average Amount of Printing, for the preceding four 
Years, and Exciſe paid in Twenty-four Houſes within Twenty Miles of 
London. 5 . | T- 


: Average of Printing, per Anhum — — F. 298,001 3 11 
Ditto of Exciſe on Cottons, Iriſh and Britiſh? 29,791 9 105 


* Linens for Home Conſumption =—— 
© Ditto on German Linens conſumed at Home + ache 


and which Conſumption is formed by gueſs 2,675 12 2 


a 


© Total Return to this Country — — — 3 30,468 Is 112 


* He then ſuppoſes thoſe of Scotland to be equal to 0 


* more including Printing and Exciſe — 327677 3 115 


2 


Total Amount of Printing and Exciſe — — L. 41 3,088 19 11 


To this is to be added, the Subſidy on printed Goods exported, which 
would encreaſe the Value of the Manufacture to the Country, but cannot 


o R : 


be aſcertained but from the Cuitom-Houſe Books. 


I have been the more particular in ſtating this great Branch of Trade, 
which Mr. Arbuthnot, in his Examination in 1774, deſcribes as then almoſt 
© Loſt to Britain, as it is one of the greateſt Pillars on which /reland is, in 
future to erect her Temple of Commerce; and it will appear Mr. Arbuthnot has 
uſed every Means in Treland, as well as in England, to divert us from the 

Manufacture of the proper Species of Linen, and to deprive us of the Print- 
ing Trade. 5125 = 1 


1 | He 
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1 
It is a melancholy Truth, preſented to thoſe Kingdoms, that England has 
Loft more than Half her Export Trade in Foreign Linens, within the laſt Ten 
Years, and Ireland has obtamed no Share of it. In this great Buſineſs of the 
Printing Branch, which is here laid before you, the Amount ſtands as fol- 
lows, and is evidently transferred to Foreigners: 
The Foreign Linens exported; on a Medium of Five 
Years, ending at Chriſtmas 1771 Was ee 58,101 17 10 
Yards, and the medium Duties drawn back thereon) 
See the Account in Mr. Payne's Evidence, in 1774, 
in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons in Linen Office. 5 


The Duties drawn Back on the Export of Foreign 
Linens in five Vears, ending 1782, are as follow: 


(. 28,116 19 


In the Year, ending at Chri/tmas, 1778 — 18 
Lots 6, 55 „ hare 27,706 16 3 
8 36,743 12 © 

1987 — 22.475 18 17 

1782 — 266 Fx 

8 8 Total . 142, 505 1 5 

Medium Duties drawn Back 28,501 : 1 : 

Annual Declenſion in this ſhort Space of Time 29,600 4. 0 

see the original Returns from the Cuſtom-Houſe, ſigned by the 


proper Officer, in my Hands, ready to be laid before the Board. 


I have no Doubt your wiſe Inſpectur, Mr. Arhutſimt, will make the fame 
reply to this, as he does to the Tranſactions of Parliament (pa. 3.) that he 
not knowing any thing of the Matter, we are not to intereſt ourſelves in 
the Event, but leave the Trade, according to his Phraſe (pa. 1 1.) and this 
great Object, in the commercial World, io Shape its Courſe into the Poſſeſſion of 
Foreign Nations. NNW | of 


He next enters on a long Detail of what he, and his Relations, had dbne, 
that enly tend to prove all his Aſſertions at that Day, reſpecting the Ame- 
rican Demands, deſerving no Credit whatever, by the Experience of our 
preſent Exports of printed Linens to that Country. He alſo ſpeaks of 


his 


l 2t ] 


his Correſpondents abroad, although when called on to give an Opinion of 
the Trade, he preremptorily denies his being either an Exporter or Im- 
porter. How does Mt. Arbuthnot reconcile thoſe contradictory Aﬀertions ? 


His next Poſition is, © that the African Trade, which conſiſts in Callicoes, 
© has throve in Proportion to the Decay of the other Trades : The German 
« Linens,” he ſays, * are chiefly printed for the Jamaica Trade, (that is for the 
« Southern Market) except ſome ſmall Portion that is conſumed here for the 
© beſt Sort of printed Handkerchiefs. Formerly there were very confiderable 
© Quantities of German Linens printed and returned to Germany, but that 
F rade is now totally Loſt; thoſe Goods are now printed in Germany; the only 
Trade that remains 1s,* as he mentioned, to the Meſt Indies; and he has 
© the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to be convinced, that if there are Reſtraints laid 
© on the Exportation of printed German Linens, we muſt inevitably loſe the 
© Remainder of what the Swiſs and Dutch now enjoy a great Share of *, 
* that Linen bring the only Cloth that he ever printed, that was fit for that Pur- 
© poſe, or capable of receiving thoſe Colours which are inſiſted on by the Trad: of 
© thoſe Countries.“ N N 


1 2 2 
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Here is a round Aſſertion againſt the Intereſt of Great Britain and Ireland, the 
Truth of which muſt be inveſtigated, as on that a principal Part of the Profperity of 
Ireland muſt ultimately depend. | DO | 

By the Report of the Linen Committee the preceding Year, in 1773, it appears 
from the Evidence of Mr. Harris of London,..a.confiderable Merchant and Dealer in 
Foreign, Britiſh and Irith Linens, * that /r:4 Linens is preferred for Printing Gar- 
ments, Scotch Linen for Handkerchiefs, for Home Conſumption, but for Exportation 
the Foreign are preferred, becauſe of the Dratubuch, which is from 1d. 3 per Ell to 
« 2d. per Yard.” This Evidence is further confirmed by Mr. Mpithers of London, a 
Merchant in the ſame Line ef Frade with Mr. Harris, and adds, that the Draw- 
backs make the Foreign Linens more favourable for Exportation, though Home 
© Linens are eſteemed more fit for Printing, and he believes would be preferred in the 
« Colonies if they could be ſent there on equal Terms. 

Here is Evidence of Merchants of the firſt Character in Zondon, joined to thoſe of 
Meſſrs. Summers, Kerr and Crump, (See Letter 4) to comfort the Frith Manufacturers, 
in direct Oppofition to Mr. Arbuthnot, who has inſulted this diſtreſſed Country with 
ſuch falacious and groundleſs Evidence ; but hear him throughout, and the Evi- 
dence I ſhall confront him with, and then decide on the Propriety of his Appoint- 
ment as Inſpeclor General in Ireland. DO 1 Oe Pl Sud": 1s FO 


1 
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The Fourth Letter, to the Same. 


R. ARBUTHNOT next admits, he had ſeen printed Linens which 
he had been told was printed at Gla/gow, on Britiſh Cloth, which 

were very good *, but he begs Leave to doubt the Truth of its being Britiſh 
Cloth, at leaſt he is thoroughly convinced, as a Man can be (who did not 
ſee the Cloth manufactured) that they were not made of Britiſh Materials; 
that he is authoriſed to tpeak thus confidently from the various Experiments 
he has made on Britiſh and Foreign Flax, and which he had to produce: He 
further aſſerts, that theſe two Species, one Britiſh and the other Foreign, 
have gone through the ſame Operations to Bleach them, the Foreign has 
acquired the Degree of Whiteneſs that is requiſite, the other has not, this 
15 the Teſt given to the Linen previous to the Printing, to aſcertain whether 
the Cloth that is delivered to them is fit for the Work it is ordered for Þ and 
ſays, * he had made ſimilar Experiments on three Species of Flax, after 
* Bleaching, they are printed as we ſhould have printed Linen, boiled in 
© Madder, and cleared as is uſual with the Linen, the Foreign Flax has 
proved the ſame as it did before, and the Britiſh as before, that is, the 
Foreign fit for the Buſineſs, and the other not; but when I ſay that the 
* German Linen is the only Cloth that is ſuited to the Meſt India or Southern 
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* This is one of his bold Aſſertions to deprive the Britiſh and Iriſh of the Bounty 
on their Linens when printed. You have the Amount of the great Quantity of Fo- 
reign Flax uſed by the Scotch in their Manufacture, on a Medium of three Years 
ſtated, (See Letter 2.) and moſtly Dutch of the fineſt Quality. I View with afto- 
niſhment this Extraordinary made-up Evidence, for the preſent Purpoſe, by the Prin- 
ters and Foreign Merchants to defeat our Application by pretended Experiments, 
which Experience, Reaſon and every Perſon examined, in Great Britain and Ireland, 
flatly contradict : And this is the Inſpector, the Man of Integrity and Abilities you have 
placed over three Provinces, and who aſſumes, with dictatorial Conſequence, the Li- 
berty of preſcribing what, and what only, ſhall be offered for Lier, in which Pro- 
vince he has never been, At all Events, you have ſecured as good Evidence, a far 
as a bold Aſſertion, or ſtating as Matters of Fact, with the greateſt Effrontery, whatever 
he thinks may ſerve his Purpoſe, without the leaſt Foundation, ' 

t Is there a Member of the Board, or a Man in Jreland, can be found credulous 
enough to read this ſeriouſly without holding the Author in due Contempt for ſuch 
Aﬀertions, and pretended Diſtinctions, that the Iriſh Linen ſhould be preferable above 
all others in the Home Market, and not be fit for the Wet India or Southern Market. 
But this is the Evidence of your Inſpector, the immaculate Mr. Arbuthnot “ 

| Market, 


T1 


Market, I do not mean to imply that Britiſh and Iriſh Linens are not 
* equally Serviceable and Uſeful for other Markets, which Market is the 
Home Conſumption ; there the Iriſh Linens have the Preference over all 
© others, and is calculated for that Work which is in moſt Eſteem in this 
Country *, it being of a very hard Texture, and requiring thoſe ſtrong Co- 


% 
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* The Board was, at this Time, greatly impoſed upon, and led into an Error by 
the Recommendation of Doctor Henry Betty, as a fit Perſon to be their Agent to the 
Britiſh Parliament; and although he was recommended by a reſpectable Body of 
Linen Drapers, in the fineſt Branch of the Trade, about Zifburn, they were either 
totally Ignorant of the Subject, or not Friends to the Meaſure, and the latter is, with 
good Reaſon, preſumed to be the Fact, as they afterwards petitioned againſt granting 
the Bounty on low-priced Linen, printed or plain, from [reland, which ſhall be laid 
before you in Courſe ; and in Conſequence of ſending Doctor Betty, who did not 
underſtand the diſtinguiſhing Qualities of Linen produced by the Loom, from the. 
| ſame Species of Yarn, for the various Purpoſes of Uſe (this Obſervation of your In- 
ſpector) that the Iriſh Linen being of a very hard Texture, was paſſed unnoticed and 
without Explanation, which will come properly under a future Part of Mr. Arbuthno?'s 
Evidence reſpecting Quadruple Sileſias: And the monſtrous Abſurdities that are ad- 
vanced in this Paragraph, by your Inſpector, to the Diſadvantage of Britain, in their 
Linen and Cotton Manufactures, as well as to Ireland, muſt raiſe the Reader's Indigna- 
tion, as Common Senſe, and the Experience of this Day, in our Exports to 
America, Spain and all the World bear Teſtimony againſt them. 

The Scotch have even ſucceeded fo far in the Manufacture of Lawns as to beat the 
Germans out of the fineſt Branch of the Handkerchief Trade, for Britain and the 
Weſtern World, in both the Manufacture of the Lawns.and Printing, Samples of 
which [I have ready to Produce to the Board, to prove the falacious Alone of your 
Inſpector, who was only produced as a Tool, by the Foreigners, to deliver a made-up 
Story to the Committee, thereby to rob Britain and Ireland of their deareſt and beſt 
Intereſts in Trade, and of an extenfive Manufacture fit to find profitable Employment 
for their ſtarving Inhabitants, | | | 

The Foreigners may love the Treaſon but they abhor the Traytor, or they would 
have made a 8 for this immaculate Inſpector, and not left him totally deſerted, 
until, by the moſt inauſpicious Fate, he was quartered on this diſtreſſed and abuſed 
Country, whoſe beſt Intereſts he had oppoſed, not with Proofs but made- up, pretended 
Experiments, that are in no Reſpect reconcilable to Reaſon or Common Senſe. This 
is the Wiſe Inſpector you are loading with munificent Grants, and making him your 
boſom Friend, whilſt he is only ſeeking, by his Schemes and Diſſipation of your 
Fund, to ſting you in the moſt vital Parts of your Manufacture, and when too late to 
contend with Foreigners, for a Poſſeſſion of thoſe Branches of Trade that the pre- 
ſent Day offers to this Country, particularly in the Cambrick and Printing Line, 
which ought to be graſped at with Avidity. This Friend only to Foreigners will have 
probably ſecured a good Retreat, by making a Merit of having defeated your greateſt 
Objects and moſt valuable Expectations. . 
* lours 
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The Fe ourth Letter, to the Same. 


R. ARBUTHNOT next admits, * he had ſeen printed Linens which 

he had been told was printed at Gla/gow, on Britiſh Cloth, which 
were very good *, but he begs Leave to doubt the Truth of its being Britiſh 
Cloth, at leaſt he is thoroughly convinced, as a Man can be (who did not 
fee the Cloth manufactured) that they were not made of Britiſh Materials; 
that he is authoriſed to ipeak thus confidently from the various Experiments 
he has made on Britiſh and Foreign Flax, and which he had to produce: He 
further aſſerts, that theſe two Species, one Britiſh and the other Foreign, 
have gone through the ſame Operations to Bleach them, the Foreign has 
acquired the Degree of Whiteneſs that is requiſite, the other has not, this 
is the Teſt given to the Linen previous to the Printing, to aſcertain whether 

the Cloth that is delivered to them is fit for the Work it is ordered for T and 
ſays, he had made {ſimilar Experiments on three Species of Flax, after 
Bleaching, they are printed as we ſhould have printed Linen, boiled in 
* Madder, and cleared as is uſual with the Linen, the Foreign Flax has 
proved the ſame as it did before, and the Britiſh as before, that is, the 
Foreign fit for the Buſineſs, and the other not; but when I ſay that the 
* German Linen is the only Cloth that is ſuited to the Meſt India or Southern 


„% Co EY OE 


But this is the Evidence of your Inſpector, the immaculate Mr, Arbuthnot ! 


** * 


* This is one of his bold Aſſertions to deprive the Britiſh and Iriſh of the Bounty 


on their Linens when printed. You have the Amount of the great Quantity of Fo- 


reign Flax uſed by the Scotch in their Manufacture, on a Medium of three Years 
ſtated, (See Letter 2.) and moſtly Dutch of the fineſt Quality. I View with aſto- 
niſhment this Extraordinary made-up Evidence, for the preſent Purpoſe, by the Prin- 
ters and Foreign Merchants to defeat our Application by pretended Experiments, 
which Experience, Reaſon and every Perſon examined, in Great Britain and Ireland, 
flatly contradict - And this is the /n/pef:r, the Man of Integrity and Abilities you have 
placed over three Provinces, and who aſſumes, with dictatorial Conſequence, the Li- 
berty of preſcribing what, and what only, ſhall be offered for Lier, in which Pro- 
vince he has never been. At all Events, you have ſecured as good Evidence, a far 
as a bold Aſertion, or ſtating as Matters of Fact, with the greateſt Effrontery, whatever 
he thinks may ſerve his Purpoſe, without the leaſt Foundation. 

t Is there a Member of the Board, or a Man in Jreland, can be found credulous 
enough to read this ſeriouſly without holding the Author in due Contempt for ſuch 
Aſſertions, and pretended Diſtinctions, that the Iriſh Linen ſhould be preferable above 
all others in the Home Market, and not be fit for the Weft India or Southern Market, 


Market, 


1 


* Market, J do not mean to imply that Britiſh and Iriſh Linens are not 
* equally Serviceable and Uſeful for other Markets, which Market is the 
* Home Conſumption ; there the Iriſh Linens have the Preference over all 
others, and is calculated for that Work which is in moſt Eſteem in this 
Country *, it being of a very hard Texture, and requiring thoſe ſtrong Co- 


I 


—_ 


* The Board was, at this Time, greatly impoſed upon, and led into an Error b 
the Recommendation of Doctor Henry Betty, as a fit Perſon to be their Agent to the 
Britiſh Parliament ; and although he was recommended by a reſpectable Body of 
Linen Drapers, in the fineſt Branch of the Trade, about Libra, they were either 
totally Ignorant of the Subject, or not Friends to the Meaſure, and the latter is, with 
good Reaſon, preſumed to be the Fact, as ry afterwards petitioned againſt granting 
the Bounty on low- priced Linen, printed or plain, from Ireland, which ſhall be laid 
before you in Courſe; and in Conſequence of ſending Doctor Betty, who did not 
underſtand the diſtinguiſhing Qualities of Linen produced by the Loom, from the 
ſame Species of Yarn, for the various Purpoſes of Uſe (this Obſervation of your In- 
ſpeftor) that the Iriſh Linen being of a very hard Texture, was paſſed unnoticed and 
without Explanation, which will come properly under a future Part of Mr. Arbuthnot's 
Evidence reſpecting Quadruple Silefias : And the monſtrous Abſurdities that are ad- 
vanced in this Paragraph, by your Inſpector, to the Diſadvantage of Britain, in their 
Linen and Cotton Manufactures, as well as to Ireland, muſt raiſe the Reader's Indigna- 
tion, as Common Senſe, and the Experience of this Day, in our Exports to 
America, Spain and all the World bear Teſtimony againſt them. 

The Scotch have even ſucceeded fo far in the ManufaQture of Lawns as to beat the 
Germans out of the fineſt Branch of the Handkerchief Trade, for Britain and the 
Weſtern World, in both the Manufacture of the Lawns.and Printing, Samples of 
which I have ready to Produce to the Board, to prove the falacious Aſſertions of your 
Inſpecter, who was only produced as a Tool, by the Foreigners, to deliver a made-up 
Story to the Committee, thereby to rob Britain and Ireland of their deareſt and belt 
Intereſts in Trade, and of an extenfive Manufacture fit to find profitable Employment 
for their ſtarving Inhabitants, ET | 1 | 

The Foreigners may love the Treaſon but they abhor the Traytor, or they would 
have made a Proviſion for this immaculate Inſpector, and not left him totally deſerted, 
until, by the moſt inauſpicious Fate, he was quartered on this diſtreſſed and 3 
Country, whoſe beſt Intereſts he had oppoſed, not with Proofs but made-up, pretende 
Experiments, that are in no Reſpect reconcilable to Reaſon or Common Senſe. This 
is the Wiſe Inſpector you are loading with munificent Grants, and making him your 
boſom Friend, whilſt he is only ſeeking, by his Schemes and Diſfipation of your 
Fund, to ſting you in the moſt vital Parts of your Manufacture, and when too late to 
contend ms rears fog a Poſſeſſion of thoſe. Branches ot Trade that the pre- 
ſent Day offers to this Country, particularly in the Cambrick and Printing Line, 
which ought to be graſped at with Avidity. This Friend only, to Foreigners will have 
probably ſecured a good Retreat, by making a Merit of having defeated your greateſt 
Objects and moſt valuable Expectations. 8 | 


6 lours 


1 


* lours which are in Demand in this Country, but would not admit of thoſe 
pale Tints that are required for the Weſt India Trade; fo it has been with 
all the Scotch Cloth that has been ever ſefit to me to Print; the Manchefter 
Cottons are. likewiſe chiefly for the Home Conſumption, ſome very few 
« excepted, which are fent to America, but this is chiefly when Callicoes are 
too dear. In ſhort, I do not know any Foreign Linen whatever that in- 
« terferes at this Market, with either Cottons, Inſh, or Scotch Linens, ex- 
« cepting a very few fine German Linens for the beſt Sort of Handerchiefs, 
the general Courſe of ordinary Handkerchiefs being printed on Scotch 
Cloth, and the Quantity very Conſiderable. 


Queſ. Mr. Arbuthuvt * being aſked in reſpect to Scotch Cloth ſent to his 
* Houſe to Print which was fit for the Foreign Market? 


Anſ. * He aſſerts, * by the Preparation neceſſary for Printing, and by 
the Length tallying with the German Linens, there have been the ſtrongeſt 
© Reaſon to believe they were German Linens,” 27; , WE 


Quel. © How was the Trade to the Southern Market carried on during 
* the War? 


1 — * __—_— * 1 * » 7 * 7 — * * 


* Here your Inſpector finds a new Reaſon why Scotch Linens ſent to him to Print 
muſt be foreign, becauſe the Lengths tally with the Foreign; this is another Inſtance of 
his profound Ignorance in reſpect to ManufaQtures and Commerce; as in all Attempts 

to ſupplant the German, French and Dutch Manufactures, in Foreign Markets, it is not 
only neceſſary that the Manufacturer imitate the Quality of the Goods, the Bleacher 
the Colour, the Printer the Pattern required, but the Merchant muſt be careful to 
have the Goods made up to imitate the Foreign in their Lengths and Breaths, The 
Spaniards are fo tenacious of adheiing to Appearances, and alſo in Portugal, that the 
very Packages mult be obſerved, ſee (in Linen Committee 1774 pa. 17) the Evidence 
of Sir Fohn Hort, Bart. Conſul General at Liſbon, who brought over to the Board and 
Merchants, not only Samples of all the French, Flemiſh and German Linens moſt 
in Demand in Portugal, but alſo the Packages which were alſo to be imitated, as a 
further Deception to obtain a Sale for our Linens there ; thoſe Samples and Packages 
being lodged in the Care of your late Store-keeper, Henry Archdall, who neither 
knew or regarded their Value to this Country, made Uſe of them in his Family ; this 
was his Anſwer when aſked what became of them, and this Evidence explains the 
Reaſon why the Scotch Linen, tallyed in Length with the Foreign, which creates 

ſuch Doubts in your Inſpector whether they were not Foreign, and although/ made of 


Foreign Flax, by his-magic Touch, he ſeems to decide that they were alſo Foreign 
Manufacture, FP 


Anſ. * At 


1 


Anſ. At the latter End of the War we had the greateſt Stroke of Buſi- 

neſs, in that r Trade, that he remembera, which he Attributes to 
our then poſſeſſing all the Markets in the World“: That Trade was 
carried on all on German Linens, at leaſt all that I did; and others con- 
© cerned in that Trade have declared to me the ſame.” 


Queſ. How did he get the German Linens in the Time of the War ?' 


Anf, Can't ſay—he don't Import them—he has them from the 
Drapers in Town. R 


Queſ. What Species of German Linens are chiefly imported to Priut for 
the Export Trade? RY | 


Anſ. & © What they call Quadruple Sileſias and Long Lawns, the 
greateſt Quantity are Quadruples; the Long Lawns are only for very 


Mt. 


4 
* 


1 — —— 


—_ — 
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* Here is a farther Proof of the Printing Frade being all done on German 
Linen, if a farther Proof was neceſſary: And here follows a farther Confirmation of 
our Inſpector's Ignorance of the Import Trade, not even knowing how the German 
L were procured during the War. 1 | EP 
$ This is the Anſwer I waited to make Uſe of, to put your Inſpector General's De- 
ſigns, in his baneful Conduct to this Country, in a proper Light. He informs you, 
the German Linens chiefly imported to Print for the Export Trade, are what they call 
8 ee Silzſias, and the Long Lawns are only for very fine Worb; and that the 
5. Value of the Printing far exceeds the Value of the Cloth, being from 5d. and 6d. to 
4. per Yard on an Average,” | | | | | | 
Edward Payne, Eſq. one of the firſt Characters among the Hambro' and German 
Merchants of London, in the Linen Trade, gives the following Evidence at the 
Bar of the Houſe, to the Committee, which correſponds with your Inſpector, that 
© of the Silefias imported there are various Sorts, ſome ſold Brown for Linings, ſame few 
$ uſed White, and ſome exported to Africa and the Colonies, but the greater Part printed 
here and then exported to the Colonies, and to the Ports of Europe; theſe Goods (the Silefas ) 
* ſupply a very valuable Manufacture of Printing: He farther adds, the Silefias be imports, 
are from 8d. to 10d. per Tard; and the greateſt Part of the Silgſias are print ed and 
$ * ochre is 5 3 3 
Mr. Payne being aſked, © why the Iriſh do not underſell the Foreign Linens of low Prices, 


© when they pay high Duties, as well as they underſell the Dutch Hollands, and have almoſt 
| © beat them out of the Market ; why nat underſell the ten Articles of narrow Germany of 
* which the Quadruple Sileſias is a principal Article imported? h 
Anſ. For this good Reaſon, becauſe they ( = Iriſh) hardly make any of thoſe e N 
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Work, The Value of the Printing of thoſe Linens is from 5d. and 


« fine 
© 6d. to 48. per Yard on an Average. The Value of Printing far exceeds 
© the Value of the Cloth. 

| Queſ. 


4 


. 


An Account of the Foreign Linens imported under the Denomination of Natrow 
Germany, diſtinguiſhing the proportional Quantity of each Sort, and the Prime 
Coſt, calculated on the Imports of T'wo and Twenty principal Houſes in London for 
Five Years, 1768 to 1772 both Incluſive, from Mr. Payne's Evidence: 


| Proportion 
Denominationss {|} of | Cofts. | Remarks. 
Quantities. 7 | 
Brown Weſtphalia Linen, | 94 d. g15p.El.} 
Five- quarter Flaxen Linen 4 | 635 | 
Hamells — — — 2 328 
Padderbornes — — 3 45 
Pomeranias — — 8 525 | 
| | of theſe two Articles of Dowlas, 
Phree-quarter Dowlas | 146 | 520 g of the whole is conſumed by 
Seven-eighth . 23 10 the labouring People of England 
Three- quarter Garlix 7 1 755 | 
Seven-eighth Garlix 4 835 | 
| oe 6 - * 0 
. = * of this Article of the whole is. 
. _ Wo 19 | Io . printed here. 
— — " — — —— — M — 2 — — 4 
ol . 
——— — — — — — — * — — 


Mr. Iſaac Walker, a conſiderable Merchant and Dealer in Printed Linens being. 
examined before the Committee, gave the following Evidence: 


He has been an Exporter of Foreign Linens printed, ever fince 1749; exports 
them to Europe, Africa and America. 


Queſ. Are not very large Quantities received by One Nation, which I defire 


you would not name?“ [Spain] 


Anſ. There are very large Quantities exported to that Country, and for its 
Colonies.— He Exports upwards of , 50, ooo. pr Anaum in printed Foreign. Linens,” 

Queſ. What is the Value of the Printing!“ 53 

Anſ. From 5d. to 3s. 6d. per Yard,” 

Queſ. What is that by the Piece?“ | $98 

Anſ. On Long Lawus of 32 Yards about 145. the loweſt, and 4, the higheſt,” 
Queſ. What is the Prime Coſt of the Linen by the Piece?“ | 


Anſ. The 


1 27 


[ 


Oneſ. © Can he Diſtinguiſh between Foreign Linens and Maki Aude 


* Linens.” | 


Anſ. Only by the Preparations which it is neceſſa 


© through before the Printing. 
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ry they ſhould go 


Queſ. 


* 
3 * 


And, © The Average Price of Sileſia Linens which I have printed for the laſt five 


K 


per Yard, by the Piece 34s. 8d.— He 
Houſe in London 


C printed inſtead of the German?“ 


— 


Years, is 8d. per Yard, the Duty off; the Average Price of Long Lawns, is 1 3d. 
riats more of the fine Goods than any other 


Queſ. Would the Foreign Market take off our Home-made Linens, when 


Anſ. * The European Matket I believe would not=-our Colonies might take off 


© a few.” 
Queſ. Has there been any Decline in 
* ſince June 1772. 


the Exportation of printed F oreign Linens 


Anſ. A very conſiderable one until May 
X 


* ence of upwards of 300,000 Yards in my 


773, ſo great that it made the differ- 


portation of Foreign Linens printed.” 


In the Committee on the Linen Manufacture, in 1774, in Ireland, the ſeventh 
Propoſition 1 laid before the Committee (pa. 16.) was to make Linens ſuited to the 
Foreign Demands, in Imitation of the Foreign that are imparted into Spain, Portugal 
and other Foreign Dominions for their Conſumption ; and if your Inſpector, Mr. 
Arbuthnst, will read that Report, he will find the Iriſh not in that Ignorant unm- 
formed State he would with you to believe they are. þ 

I now Appeal to your Honourable Board, and to the Public, if Mr, Arbuthnot has, 
in any of his Schemes, in any of his frothy Reports, or this laſt Libel, given the leaſt 
Glance at this great Branch of Manufacture and Commerce, which has been with ſo 
much Art and Induſtry concealed and retained from Ireland, by the Foreigners, for 
upwards of Eighty Years, he muſt either plead total Ignorance and Incapacity, or 


acknowledge himſelf, at this day, the greate 


Enemy Jreland has; in either Point of 


View I have no Doubt but you will decide as becomes the Friends of your Country, 

I have wiſhed for an Opportunity to bring this Examination at the Bar, in 1774, 
before the Public, on Account of the great Body of neceſſary Information it introduces 
to Ireland, and I am happy in the Opportunity of making it a Part of my Defence, as 
it will. illuſtrate my Pretenſions to Knowledge, whilſt it covers Mr. Arbuthnot with 


Confuſion and Shame. 


The Quadruple Sileſias here alluded to is about 35 Yards long, made of evenly ſpun 
Yarn, ſuch as is uſed throughout Ireland to make from a Seven to a Twelve Hun- 
dred, at yard-wide for Shirting, but it is made on the ſame Principal of our middling 
Lawns, by which means the Yarn of an Eight put into a Six Hundred Reed or Thirty 
Beers, at yard-wide, and the Yarn of a Ten Hundred in an Eight Hundred Reed, and 
ſo in Proportion upwards and downwards, evenly wefted, with Yern rather finer than 
the Warp, and an cqual Quantity * 

L 2 


to the Warp, and no more 
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Queſ. Does he know, of his own Knowledge, that the Iriſh and Britiſh 
Cloth will not admit of the ſame Bleach with the Foreign ?” 


„* n. 


Inches Grey or 284 to 20 Inches White, forms the Baſis of this great Branch of 


Trade, and there is very little Yarn made in Ireland tov hard twiſted, or that is not 
ſoft enough in the ſpinning, for the Purpoſe. It is neceſſary to obſerve, what makes 
your Inſpector deem the Irifh Linen hard is, its being cloſe ſet in the Warp, or high 
ſlayed, (as Weavers term it) and the Weft cloſe ſtruck up to make it Firm and Stout 
for Shirting ; but the ſame Yarn has a very different Feel and Appearance when made 
on the Principal of a Lawn, or what is termed by the Foreign Merchants, a Qua- 
druple Sileſia: There is a lower priced Sort of Shock or Saxony Linen imported into 
England, and uſually printed in Blues for the Spaniſh and Portugal Markets; an 
Account of the ſlaying the Quadruples and Shock Linen, and alſo the ſingle Silefias 
for Africa, the Britannias, with many others, laid before the Board in 1774, are 
here again publiſhed along with the Samples imported by the Board, as recommended 
by Mr. Arbut/ not, for public Information. | | 
Had your Agent, Doctor Betty, underſtood the Principles of the Manufacture, he 
might have eaſily refuted Mr. Arbuthnot's Aﬀertions; or had your Hiſpector, Mr. 
Arbuthnat, ever carried his pretended Experiments farther than making Varn, he muſt 
have known the great Variety of Appearances the Loom gives the ſame Thread, from 
the Window Blind up to the ftronge/? Shirting, and the Price of weaving is always regu- 
lated by the Number of Threads in the Reed, and the Quantity of Yarn, and Value 
of the Piece, lowered or raiſed in Proportion to the Thinneſs or Thicknefs and 
Breadth of the Piece. 

It is neceſſary to State thoſe Points to prove, that until we make thin ManufaQures 
of equal Breadths with the Quadruple Sileſias of Germany, we cannot meet them in any 
Market for Printing; and this is what Mr. Payne, in his Anſwer, alludes to, where 
he ſays, reſpecting the Iriſh, © For this good Reaſon, becauſe they (the Iriſh) hardly 
* make any of thoſe Sorts. a 

Your Inſpector allows he cannot diſtinguiſh between Foreign and Home Manu- 
factures only by the Preparations it is neceſſary they ſhould go through before Printing, and 
then he aſſerts boldly, That he knows, of his own Knowledge, that the Iriſb twill not admit 
of theſame Bleach that the Foreign Linen will. When this Evidence comes to be con- 
traſted with that of Meſſrs. Sommers, Kerr and Crump, herein ſtated, and all the 
Bleachers and Drapers of Ireland, I ſhall be glad to hear ſome of the Opinions you 
collect as delivered by Men of Experience; his Examination is ſuch a heap of Abſur- 
dities, void of F eee that to enter into a Refutation would be only renewing 
the Evidence reſpecting Bleaching. | | 

His next Admiſſion controverts all his former Afﬀertions, as he allows he Prints 
large Quantitics of Iriſh for Home Conſumption, and the Engliſh Trade requires 
ſtrong Colours; and if the ſame Linen was made on the Scale of the Quadruple Si- 
leſias, Mr. Arbuthnet would find them ſoft and eaſy to Bleach or receive the Tint. It 
is a Pity Mr. Arbuthnot had not carried his Experiments into the weaving Branch of the 
Manufacture, by which Means he would have ſaved me much Frouble, and himſelf 
from being expoſed, | | 


Anſ. 


„ 


Anſ. * He knows, of his own Knowledge, that the Iriſh and Britiſh 
© Cloth will not admit of the ſame Bleach that the Foreign Linen will.“ 


His Conſcience, Truth and Common Senſe began here to ſtare him in 
the Face, and he begged to explain away what he had juſt aſſerted, thus, 
I beg to explain a Circumſtance in regard to this Buſineſs, it is not only 
the Bleaching, previous to the Printing, that aſcertains whether the Cloth 
is fit or not for particular Work, but it muſt be able to be bleached to a 
perfect Degree of Whiteneſs, after they have gone through the Madder 
„Copper, which Tinges that Part of the Cloth which ought to remain 
White, at the Time that it fixes the Colours ; the Difficulty is to extract 
that Tint without lowering the Colours too much in the Bleach, and there- 
fore it is that Britiſh and Iriſh Linens are not fit for the Meſt India Market, 
becauſe the Tints are required to be ſo pale that they would be utterly diſ- 
troyed before the Ground becomes White.“ POTTY 8 


a 


a A © K «a aA K &a 


Queſ. *© Suppoſing it was not for diſcharging the Colours, might not 
the Britiſh Linens be bleached as White as the Foreign? 5 


ea 


Anſ. *©* Moſt certainly, yes, for he Prints very large Quantities of Iriſh | 
© Linens for the Home Conſumption, but as he mentioned before, the Eng- 
* liſh Trade demands ſtrong Colours in preference to pale.“ 


n 


* As he is fond of ſtating Points as Matters of Fact, which are at leaſt doubtful, 
of which many Inſtances ſhall be laid before you, I ſhall here beg your Attention to a 
Compariſon of Mr. Arbuthnot's Evidence at the Bar of the Britiſh Commons, reſpecting 
the Flax of Ireland, contraſted with the Evidence of Meſſrs. Samuel Sommers, Hugh 
Kerr and John Crump, three of the moſt eminent and reſpectable Merchants of that Day, 
whoſe Names will ſtamp with the Character of Truth whatever they have advanced 
in this Country. | : 5 4 3 5 

Mr. Samuel Sommers, (Commons' Journal, Vol. X. Pa. 710.) had been a Dealcr 
< fourteen Years—that he knows that Iriſh Flax makes better Yarn than Foreign Flax, 
that both the Yarn and Cloth are better. in thoſe Years wherein little Foreign Flax is 

imported. | „ * 1 

Mr. Hugh Kerr, (ſame Page) informed the Committee, that he had been a 
Dealer in the Linen Manufacture for thirty Years, and he agreed with what Mr. 
Sommers had declared, and that the Linens and Varn are always better in thoſe Vears 
* wherein there is little or no Importation of Foreign Fla 
Mr. John Crump (ſame Page) ſays, he had been a Dealer for twenty Years, both 
in the courſe and fine Linen, thinks the Manufacture under 18d. the beſt for the 
Kingdom; that he has obſerved that the Linens are much better and Bleach much 
evener in ſuch Years whetein Foreign Flax is not imported; whence he concludes 
that the Staple of Iriſh Flax is better than the Staple of any Foreign Flax imported.” 


Queſ. 


a A 3A _ A 


L001 
Queſ. © If Rrong Colours were laid on Britiſh Linens might not they be- 


. 
* 


0 


come proper for Exportation ? 


An. * © They will not admit of thoſe particular Tints that have always 
© been demanded of me, by thoſe concerned in that Export Trade.” 


Queſ. In what Branch of his Buſineſs has he now a great Proſpect of 
Improvement? 


Anſ. There is a very great Demand at preſent for Callicoes for the 
African Trade, a great Part of that ſhipped off already; there has alſo 
been large Ae det the Continent for Callicoes, and the Trade for the 
Home Conſumption in Cottons ; Iriſh and Britiſh Linens is likewiſe very 
© conliderably increafed ſince the End of laſt Vear. 


Queſ. Has the encreaſe of Orders been the ſame with reſpect to the 


© other Linens, beſides thoſe he has mentioned!“ 


Anſ. * In German Linens likewiſe his Trade has encreaſed ever ſince 
© the End of laſt Summer, and ſeems to continue to do ſo now, and he be- 
© lieves it is the Caſe with many others.” | 


Queſ. Had he any Acquaintance with the Export Trade when the 


© Bounties exiſted on Printed Linens ?” 


z 
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a. CI 


—_————— 6. an. a. [a F 1 


— 


* In this Anſwer he is very unwilling to admit, that ſtrong Colours will be | 


| 505 for Exportation, although the Experience of this Day proves demonſtrably that 


the Patterns and Colours uſed in Britain and Ireland are moſt acceptable to the Ame- 
ricans, and the ſame Blues we uſe ſuit the Jamaica or Spaniſh Main Trade beft ;5 and 
Blues to the Spaniſh Dominions, make at leaſt nineteen Parts in twenty of their Con- 
ſumption. | | „ 

He then proceeds to State the Demands at that Time, and among others, for the 
German Linens printed; and here he diſclaims all Knowledge of Commerce, Ex- 
port or Import, being foreign to his Trade, although he has been ſpeaking very freely 
all along of the Demands for Foreign Markets ; but there will appear r Extra- 
ordinary in his unfounded Aſſertions or fabulous Inventions advanced as Facts, and 


many Contradictions, any one of which, in my Time of writing Reports, would 


have drawn the ke” = of the Board on me, but your Inspector ſeems to have been 
really adopted by Miſtake, not to inform the Ignorant, but to be informed, as he 
mentions in ſeveral Parts of his Reports, that he may not hereafter expoſe himlelf, 


Anſ. He 


TH 


Anſ. He can't ſay he has attended to that Circumſtance—it is foreign 
* to his Trade —he is not an Exporter or Importer,” e 


| Quef. © Whether he ever tried any Experiment on the Printing and 
* Bleaching Iriſh Flax as well as Britiſh 4 T | LO 


Anf. ** He never was in Poſſeſſion of any Iriſh Flax in the State of Flax. 


Quef. © Have you made various Experiments on this Subject, or is this 
© the fingle one you have mentioned? e 


Anſ. I“ He has gone through every Sort of Experiment through every 
Stage from the Seed to the Varn, and that on no inconſiderable Scale mere- 
ly with a View to improve the Linen Manufacture, and this many Years 
* ago; he has grown, watered and dreſſed it, and gone through every Stage 
up to the Yarn. 1 85 : ; 

Queſ. Has he ever tried any Experiment on the comparative Qualities 
of Iriſh or Engliſh Flax and that of Scotland?“ ; 


Aal. No. 


DOE N gdh F 8 n.. * 9 » ER” 94 


— . TY IO „ Yo back mt ad 


* It is to be lamented that he never was in Poſſeſſion of any Iriſh Flax, as we might 
have expected ſame profound Obſervations on it, whereby his, Objections to adopting 
the French Mode of Spinning, in /rzland, might have been demonſtrated and aſcertained. 

+ He here States the various Experiments he has gone through, up to the Yarn, 
with a fort of Exultation, as if there was a Secret, or ſomething more in it than every 
Old Woman in the Country of Ireland has as much Experience of as Mr. Arbuthnot. 

He then admits, that by the Experiments he has made, as good Flax may be grown 
in Britain as in any Part of the World, had they the proper method of cultivating, 
pulling and watering it; and there is no Secret in the Method but that an Old Moman 

is fitteſt to reply to. 0 CT no Conn | 

He ſays the Texture of the Thread is material fo as to be fitted to imbibe a ſufficient 
Quantity of Colour, to produce a fine Tint ; he admits he had ſeen Scotch Yarn of 
that Quality, but never Cloth made of ſuch Yarn; ſuch Abſurdities, your Honourable 
Board will admit, are ſcarcely to be read with Patience; and his not knowing the 
Effects produced on Yara-in Weaving, between a thin and a thick Piece, is the only 
Apology for his aſſerting confidently ſuch Abſurdities. | | 


9— * $5 ot q wb: * 


He next States, that if the Texture of the Thread and the Flax were the ſame as 
the Foreign, it is capable: of being woven into Cloth equally fit for Printing, he does 
not ſeem to know that the Flax, the Spinning, and the Weaving alſo differ very ma- 
terially in every County, and often in every Pariſn; but this is Information to be 
acquired only by Experience, which Mr, Arbuthnot has never fought for, © 
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and the Soluſion of Alcaline Salts n 
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Queſ. Has he heard that the Flax which grows in the weſtern Part of 
Scotland, about Glaſgow, is finer than in any other Part of Great Britain? 


Anſ. He does not know it, but is Confident from the Experiments he 
© has made, that as good Flax may be grown in Britain as in any Part of 
* the World, had they the proper Method of cultivating, pulling and 
«* watering it. 4 off tlg | . 


Queſ. © Is there any difference in the Texture of the Home and Foreign 
* Thread, that makes it more or leſs fit for receiving the finer Tints ! 


Anſ. The Texture of the Thread is of infinite Conſequence in Printing, 
il it is of a very hard Texture 1t'wl]l not ſo eaſily imbibe a ſufficient Quan- 
* tity cf Colour to produce a fine Tint ; he had ſeen Yarn which he had been 
© told was produced from Scotland of as fine a Texture as any he ever ſaw, 
© but he cannot ſay that he ever ſaw Cloth made of Scotch Vain that had 
* that Quality, and on that Account he ever refuſed accepting of Scotch 
Cloth to print in Handkerchiets though frequently ſolicited to do it. 


Queſ. If the Scotch Manufacturers were to vary the Texture of their 
* Thread would it not be a great Improvement of their Cloth for the Purpoſe 
of Printing?“ 4 


Anſ. If the Scotch Manufacturers were to make their Thread of the 
ſame Texture with the Foreign, and of as good Materials, there is no 
Doubt but that it is capable of being wove into Cloth equally fit for 
Printing. 855 | 


Queſ. If the Texture alone was improved, I mean ? 


Anſ. * © If the Yarn is made of the ſame Texture with the Foreign 
© Yarn, but that the Flax is not ſo good, that would not alone be ſufficient, 


© as appears by the Experiments he has explained to the Houſe on Flax; 


this is owing to the Quantity of Oil left in the Flax; in that Proportion a 
* ſtronger Solution of Alcaline Salt is neceſſary to extract it from the Cloth, 


which is always prejudicial, and when to a great Degree, utterly ruinous.” 


— 


He here again enters on one of his grand Diſertations, on the Oil left in the Flax, 

— — to extract it, which, I preſume, is part of his 
ſublime Subjects among the Liberty Weavers or other People unacquainted with 
Bleaching, which ſhall be treated with that contempt it deſerves : It is a pity Air Bal- 
Toons were not the Rage ſooner, that he might have introduced them into his Examina- 


tion and Reports, 
Que 
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Queſ. If the Britiſh of Iriſh Manufacturer eould, by improving the 
Quality of the Flax and the Texture of the Thread, make a Cloth fit for 

© the Jamaica Market, would it not be a great Aquiſition to the ManufaQturers 
r f A IDI El 19 hou 1 Era i. 


An. * Tf it could be done, it might be a particular Benefit to the 
Linen Manufacture, but he ſhould greatly doubt whether in making the Ex- 
« periment of Printing thoſe Cloths at firſt we might not injure the Export 
* Trade, he means provided we are obliged to print thoſe Cloths, otherwiſe 
certainly it muſt Anſwer.” e 


End of Mr. Arburkiwr's Evidence. 


. 0/0 Lad, e e Bao", 


Have now laid before your Hanaurablr Board the Examination of Mr. 4r- 
1 2uthmot at the Bar of the Britiſi Houſe of Commons, with ſuch others as 
relate to this great Object of Printing for the Jamaica Trade or Southern Merke!, 
as it is called; and altho' Mr. £rbthaot plumed him ſolf, in 1774, in having, 
by his Evidence, defeated our Application for the Bounty on Hniriſi and 
Iriſi Linens when printed, which continued in that State for ſeveral Years, 
until I was ſent to Londom in 1778, by Order of the Earl of Bucking/hamfure, then 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, where meeting with ſome of the Engliſh and 
Scotch Agents, along with the other great Objects of my Miſſion, reſpecting 


* Hislaſt Anſwer is very properly reſerved to eloſe this Examination of the molt 
extraordinary Character that ever appeared at the Bar of a Heuſe of Commons, and his 
| queſtioning whether we could make Experiments with our. Linens printed in the 
Jones Trade without injuring it, is one of Mr, Arbuthnot's refined Points of De- 
dicacy teſpecting the intereſts of Ireland and an Export Trade, in which he diſclaims 
having any Knowledge. TD IS mh 5 

I ſhall cleſe theſe Obſervations by an Aﬀurance, that I have no Doubts there 
now appears to eFtry Reader, no more Hazard or Danger of injuring the Export of 
printed Linens td Jamaica, by Experiments in the Export of Irith Linens, chan there 
would be in injuring the Linen or any other Manufacture or Trade of Jraaud, by 
removing Mr. Arbutbuot from having any Superintendancy or Employment in 
this Kingdom, „ | | | 
F 7 ol 


- 
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the Trade of Ireland, T propoſed renewing our Application for the Bounty 


on our Linens when exported printed, and I founded our Claim on their own 


Evidence, which Mr. Arbutkmr, offered on their Part, as they now ſaw he 
had proved to much, for his Evidence, if credited, goes to prove, that oun 
Linens are of ſo hard a Texture, and the Flax of ſuch a Quality, that they will 
not Bledth to a proper Colour, or take the ; ſofter Tints neceſſary for the Southern 
or Tamaica Markets; | that the very Experiment with any of them would be an 
Injury if not the Total Loſs of the Trade: This is Part of his bold Aſſertions re- 
ſpecting Ireland. 


At a Meeting called together after my arrival in London, in 1778, of the 
Nobility and Gentry, in the Iriſh Intereſt, I ſtated this Part of his Evidence, 
and the Uſe that might be made of it, that the Houſe of Commons were in 
Poſſeſſion of it, and as our ExpeQations of any Advantages from the Bounty, 
when we neither had or made the Linens fit for Printing, or if made would 
receive the Dye or Tint, thus circumſtanced Adminiſtration could appre- 
hend no Danger of, incurring — Expence in gratifying the Wiſhes of ſo 
great a Body of Petitioners for this Bounty, in Great Britain and Ireland, 
which, it appeared by their own Evidence, could be attended with but a 
trifling if any Expence to Government. Earl Nugent, that watchful Friend to 
Ireland, ſaw the Force of my Arguments, and the Uſe I propoſed to make of 
Mr. Arbuthnot's extraordinary, unfounded Aſſertions, and: of Mr. Payne's juſt 
Obſervations, That ue did not make the Sorts or Species of Linens for the Purpoſe of 
Printing to interfere with the Germans I ſay Earl Nugent ſaw, in its full Force, 
the great Object to be puriued by Ireland, not only to obtain the Trade of 
Printing for the Jamaica or Southern Market, but alſo to get into the Manu- 
facture of the ſeveral Species of Linens in Imitation of Quadruple Sileſias, 
Shock or Saxony Linens, and others for Printing, the ſingle Sileſias for 
Africa, and the Brittannias counterfeited for Spain, Priugal and the Weſt 
Indies, all of which are made nearly on the ſame principle for Thickneſs, but 
varied in Colour, Lengths and Breaths. I appriſed the Britiſh Agents of the 
Foundation I had laid for obtaining the Bounty, they applied to their Mem- 
bers on the ſame Ground, and the ſucceeding Seſſion obtained the Bounty on 
our printed Linen without Oppoſition ; but the Stigma ſtill remains, and 
can only be effaced by Time and Experience, hat our Linens when exported. 
printed may injure or defliroy the Trade : Theſe are the laſt Words in the Evi- 
dence of your Inſpector, the immaculate Mr. Arbuthnot. Rs : 

The Avidity with which the Americans (eek for and p 2. our Linens 
to the Foreign when printed illuſtrate his invidious Aſſertions, with till 
ſtronger intentional Marks of Ruin to this Country; and when our Weavers 

| | | are. 


EN F 


are led into the Manufacture of ſuch Species of Linens as are ſuited to the 
Printing Trade for the Southern Demands, which our Yarn is extremely fit 
for, then, and not till then, you will open a Mine of Treaſure for the Em- 
ployment of our People, that I take: upon me to aſſert may be almoſt in- 
ſtantaneouſly poſſeſſed, not leſs than a Million Sterling yearly in Value; I 
again aſſert our Yarn is extremely fit for it, and when you look at a Trade 
where Prints of 5d. and 6d. up to 45. per Vard are laid on Linen not more 
in Value than 8d. to 10d. per Yard, and at a Time when the Trade was 
conſidered as Loſt to Britain; where the Workmanſhip and Printing alone, in 
England, amounts to upwards of £300,000, yearly, and it is believed is 
double that Sum at this Day, paid for the Labour of the People; your Ho- 
xourable Board will not, I truſt, continue to adopt the Councils of an igno- 
rant Adventurer, the declared Enemy to your Country in all his Evidence and 
Schemes that are offered to the Public. 


I have examined your /pefor's Reports with Attention, to ſee. had he 
propoſed any Scheme for the Introduction of this great Object of Trade to 
Jamaica or the Southern Market, but he is totally Silent on the Subject; I 
alſo examined all his Samples that he mentions (Pa. 22.) in this Libel, 
thirty in Number, and I have obſerved. with Afſtoniſhment that there is not 
one among them adapted to the Printing Trade, except the fineſt Long 
Lawn, an Article not in Demand in a Foreign Market when printed; I 
have given the Particulars of his Samples for the Information of Manufac- 
turers, with their Qualities and Uſes diſcribed as annexed. 


His Omiſſion of the Samples of Quadruple Silefias, Shack or Saxony 
Linen, Britannias and ſingle Sileftas, in the Train of Samples, are evident 
Marks of his deſignedly endeavou ing to keep this Country out of the 
Printing Trade for the Southern Market, and alſo out of any Correſpond:nce 
with Africa, Spain and Pirtugal, with their extenſive Dommons and Conſump>. 
tion, here are incontrovertable Proofs. He may, with Safety, plead. Igno- 
rance reſpecting all manufactures except thoſe for Printing, thoſe Goods he 
mult have handled, and although (like the Slave that Works in the Diamond 
Mine who can form no idea of the Luſtre to be given to the rough Pebble) he 
could form no Judgment on what Principle the ſame Yarn made the Min- 
dow Blind, the Quadruple Silefia, Britannia, or Piece of thick Shirting; he. 
ought, had he the Intereſt of this Country in View, to have imparted a Sam- 
pe of each Species of thoſe low-priced Goods for Printing which are pecu- 

tarly adapted to the Spinning of rsland, to give us an Opportunity of try- 
ing the Abilities of our Manufacturers, Bleachers and Printers to imitate. 
them. | | | | 

F This 


LL 1 


This deep rooted Scheme of Mr. Arburhnor's leaving out thoſe moſt effentiak 
_Samples for Iriſh Information, correſponds. with: his Evidence in England, 
alfo with his Meffige to Maneheftr, by Mr. Andrews *, and with the Stops 

of all his frothy Reprres, arid his Eibel; to divert us from the Linen Ma- 
mufa@ure, to make us only Flax Farmers and Spinners for Briratn, to export 
o Inhabitants to malte Room for Sheep to fupply the wor ſted Spinning of 
Iritain, to open out Ports for all Bui or Foreign. Manufat3ures, and to the 
export of our moſt valuable Materials that ought to be retained by 1 7 = 4 
Duties for the Employment of our flarving People ; this apparently is the Syſ- 
tem propoſed by this Paragon of Information and Knowledge that you have im- 
ported to inſtruct the pry d pra Ins. e 


In his Libel (Pa. 1e.) in a Rapſody of unfounded Stuff, not deſerving 
the Name of Language, he calls me to View his Account of rhe proſperous: 
State of Munſter, which muſt raiſe every Reader's Indignation againſt the 
Author, who dares repeat to your Honourable Board, or this inſulted: Coun- 
try, fo doubly intereſted in the Subject, fuch flagrant unfounded Accounts = 
of Manufattures; Mr. M*Cormek authoriſes me to deny the Truth of ns: Aſſer- 
tions fbr Zimerick, Mr. Jom Moore for Carrick; Blarneyand Waterford are greatly 
fallen off in Manufacture within my own Knowledge of thoſe Places, and 
Bandon in place of 250 Looms on Camblets, I have known to employ above 
2000 in that Manufacture; it muſt be obvious that the Trade is nearly Loff 
to Heland,, and the Worſted exported' yearly to Briram. Bandon has now the 
Appearance of a deſerted Village, eompared with its Aſpe& m-1455, when 
J firſt viſited that Induſtrious People; T knew in that early Day that Munfer was: 
covered with Worſted Spinners, but I am for blending Looms with the Spin- 
ners to ſecure Employment for the Mn, and a conſtant Sale for the Worſted; 
I lament the Account given by Mr. Arbuthnor of the Worſted, amounting. to 
r go, oo. yearly, exported from Cork. T hope foan to ſee the carry ing away 
our Material Confication-of Ship-and Cargo as it is by Law in Britain. Tknow: 
the Stuffs and Serges ate no conſiderable Branch of Manufacture at Cloy- 
mell or Waterford, and I know the Thread and Tape Manufactures were 
miſplaced in their attempt to eftabliſh-them at Malerfurd, fo diſtant from: 
Ulfer, the Seat of fine Spinning, from whence they were obliged to draw 
their Yarn; and this is a farther Confirmation of the Abſurdity of your Ar- 
| ſpeclor's propoſal to eftabltſh fine Spinning in the South to ſupply Cambrick* 
Manufactures in Her. I am ſorry to fay Douglas Faftory, for Sail Cloth, 
| is far declined from that reſpectable State in which I knew it: as for Chequers 
| they are not made in Perfection in any Part of /reland. for Exportation, and 
+Þþ | 


I ſhall mention that Subject in a future Letter. I know of no ſuch Deno-- 


tt. 


—_—— 
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* Sce Mr, Andrews's Evidence (Page 67.) in Committee on Protecting Duties. 
| mination. 
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mination of Manufacture as Famdles, enumerated im this Rapſody by your 
Inſpector, and the Ozenbrigy Manufacture, firmerty confiderable, is y 
Foſt to the Kingdom; and his made-up gtory of Mr. Alderman Alcor s 
Check Manufacture (Pa: 14.) is afl & Velon. e 


I am ſorry Mr. Arbuthnot ſhould have introduced the Village of New- 
Marker, in the County of Clare, into this Rapfody, which he Has, in his long, 
Report, (in a Number of Pages begiumug af 30) endeavoured to perſuade yotr 
Homurable Board, is the moſt wonderful thriving Place in the Kingdom, in 
all che different: Branches of the Mammfucrure, and Meding every Species of” 
Goods, frrctr as Plain Cotton, Plain Linen, mixed Cotton and Linen, Cittom and 
Silk, Linen ani Worfted, Carpets, and other Species of Il vollem and worfted Goods; 
had he kept to his Number of Fenies, Carding Engines and Robeing Ma- 
chines, I ſhould have claſſed Neu- Mur et among the Number of other fabu- 
lous Stories advanced by him, of Manufuctures that only exiſt in his Ideas, 
like the ravings of a Bedlamrte. A Gentleman of the firft Confequence in 
that County, who viewed this ideal Factory of Mr. In/prffer Arbuthmor's, at 
New-Market, a few Days after Mr. Arbutſint was there, told me the whole 
Story, which takes up fo many Pages to amuſe the Reader, was void'of 
Foundation; I had viewed the Place a few Months before, and F tſien faw* 
about twenty Looms, and ſome idle Meavers walking about, and not as 

much Stuff of any Sort, either Linen or Cotton Yarn, in the Place as wotld 
make one Piece of Linen or Cotton twenty 1 Mr. Chadaich had 
gone off early in the Morning to Limerick, I did ſuppoſe he was afffamed t 
meet me on the Premiſſes: | am the more particular on this Occaſion to give 
your Honourable Board an Opportunity of conſidering what Credit is to be 
given to Mr. 4/bnr/mnot's Reports in the ſeveral Places te Has mentioned, and 
to intreat Gentlemen to examine into the Truth of the ſeveral Reprefentations 
of this immaculate Guide, that has been ſo mueli depended on by your Ho- 
nourable Board, | EE 


This wonderful Genius, for as ſuch I muſt view him, not ſatisfied with 
inſulting this Country by a Repreſentation, of Factories that only. exiſt. in 
Idea, ſtates the Number of Looms, Carding Engines, Jenies, Rebeing Ma- 
chines, with all the Train of Implements made Uſe of in the Linen, Cotton, 
Moollen, Morſted, Silk or other. Manufactures. in the three Provinces: that 
he could hear or dream of, and he ſtates them all as fully employed; and 
from the Information of the Gentleman down to the Journeyman Weaver. 
he makes Calculations as if Looms or Machines wrought ef themſelves; for 
Inſtance, in his long Report (Pa. 82.) he proceeds thus, © In the Courſe of my 
* Enquiry into the State of the Dublin Manufactures I was informed by a Jour- 
* ueyman Weaver, that there are 300 Looms now at Work on Camblets, Stuffs, 


WC, 
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* &c. and that at the loweft Valuation, one Loom vill produce Weekly thirty 
* Shillings wart f Work, or per Annum 87. thus 'the whole 4:2 3, 400, and 
from this Mode of Calculation, he forms a lump Eſtimate of the Value of 
a Collection of hetrogeneous Articles in (Pa. $3.) in that frothy Report to the 
Amount of {1,188,949 19s. d. made yearly. 1 


This is one of his bold Strokes to induce your Honourable Board, and the 
Public, to believe that your People do not want Employment, and alſo to 
divert you from the Linen Manufacture, which is the Burthen of his Story 
in his long Fulſome Report, and his preſent Libel, (Pages 11, 28 and 29.) 
they ſeem to be alſo intended to ſatisfy you of his Expertneſs and Knowledge 
in finding out a Mine of Treaſure that the ignorant Iriſi had no Knowledge 
of before; but I truſt ſuch a Lullaby or Bubble will appear in its true Light 
to your Honourable Board, and induce you to treat with juſt Indignation the 
Author who could offer ſuch a Heap of unfounded Rubbiſh to your Conſide- 
ration: He has been hitherto principally ſcreened from Examination by 
the voluminous Abſurdities he has compiled together; and throughout the 
Whole of his Reports he has kept up Macklin's Character in Sir Archy 
M. Sarcaſm, to Bow and Bow and Lard your Honourable Board with fulſome 
Compliments. EY ep 


But I preſume, not finding that Stile agreeable to the Nebility and Gentry 
of Ireland, he had a mind, in this Specimen, to try how the Invective and 


4 


Salirical might pleaſe. 5 | 


I hope, however, by unvarniſhed Truth, ſupported by Reaſon and Evi- 
dence, I ſhall be able to render all his Schemes againſt this Country abor- 
tive, drive him from every. hold he poſſeſſes, and, like his compeer fabulous 
Tour Writers 7s and Young, leave him not a Friend to bewail Ins Exit. 


An Account of Samples delivered to the Board, in 1974, by Sir John Hort, Bart. 
and Mr. Stephenſon, with their Qualities, Value and Uſes deſcribed, and 
afterwards defirayed by your Store-keeper Mr. Archdall; 


Caſſerillo or Lellyla Twelve Yards and a Half long, Twenty-five Inches 
wide, uſed for Shirting in Spain, contains Five Hundred at Yard-wide in the 
Warp and Four Hundred in the Weft, 15 to be made up on a Spindle and 
tack'd with a Needle and Thread in each Corner, X 

t 


EW 3 


It will take near four Pounds of two-work'd Yarn at gd, and weighs five 7 


Ounces to the Yard — — — „% 3 0 
Weaving at C. — — — 0 1 of 
No — 15 required nj . i 16 PRIOR — 

a8 e 4. 


The Weft is coarſer than fhe Wa 
N. B. The Piece cofts five Shillings . including all al 15 

Shock or Saxony Linen Thirty-five Yards long and Thirty Inches wide, half 
white, uſed for Printing for the Uſe of Spain, Portugal, &c. muſt he wove very 
even, of Yarn not hard twiſted, ſo as to receive the Tint in Printing the bet- 
ter, it contains at Yard-wide 800 in the Warp and yoo in the Weft. 
It will take 28 Dozen of 3 Dozen Yarn at gd per Doz. 011 8 

Weaving as Kenting at 15d. per Yard — 0 4 4 

Bleaching and taken up without Starch or Blue at 2 * 1 5 


OY. | : I xy . 6 
N. B. The Piece coſt 1]. 7s. in London. including 48. . 6d. Duty, 80. and 
may be manufactured to Advantage in the Counties of Cavan, Fermanagh, 
Tyrone, Donegal, Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim, &c. and when cut - into Lengths of 
Seven Yards will anſwer for Sileſias, if taken up with Starch and Blue,. 2 the 
African Market. 

Britannia of Germany, Seven Vards and Quarter long, Twerity-eight Inches 
and half wide, well bleached, and in its Fabrick nearly reſembling Lawn, con- 
tains Ten and a Half Hundred in Warp and the ſame in Weft. 
The Piece will take 5 Hanks 6 Cuttsof Varn at 6d. * Doz. or Hank o 


29 * 

Purging ditto at 4 per Dozen — — 0 0 2 
Weaving at 22d. per Tard — — 9 1 6 
Bleaching at 1d. — * — — G0 7 
| bs mY - 


N. B. It coſt in England Thirteen Pence per Yard, 7s. Iod. Engliſh, 
The ſame Denomination as the above, but is Thirty Inches wide, contain- 
ing Thirteen Hundred Warp and Twelve Hundred of Weft, will take Ten 


Dozen of Five Dozen Yarn at d. per Dozen. — © 5 10 
Purging at & — — — 0: Q:-v% 
Weaving at 4d. — — — Oi 2 5 
Racking at 14d. — — — 0 0-105 

9 37 


N. B. This Plece coſt in London is. 6d. per Yard 108. 0 EGI. 
. A rear 


CM I 
A read French narrow Britaumia Seven Yards and Quarter Jong, Twenty-ſix 


Inches wide, has a yellow Caſt from the Bleach, will take Seven Dozen and 


Quarter of Four Dozen Yarn at 6d. — — o 3 7 
| Weaving at 3d. . o 1 
Bleaching and finiſhing at 14. — — o Oo 1 
N. B. Coſt in 3 10s. 10d. the Piece. "EE — 


The Varn may be had in Perfectionas in Shock or Saxnydeſeribed o 6 of 
Real French, broad Britannia Seven Yards and Quarter long, Thirty-five 

Inches and Half wide, contains 1200 to the Warp and the fame in Weft, has 

a yelow Caſt from the Bleach, will take Eleven Dozen of Yarn, about Four 


and Half Dozen to the Found at 7d. _ Dozen o 6 5 
| Purging ditto at x 90 
_ Weaving at 4d — YE 1 
Bleaching at 14d. — BR vis o 0 108 
N. B. Coſt of this in Spain 18s. 6d. o 9.1 14 


Ryffia Ravenſduck, Thirty-ſeven Yards long, Twenty-eight Inches wide, 
contains Warp Seven Hundred one Beer, Weft Five Hundred Four will take 


of Pound-Varn Nineteen Pounds "_ purg'd, worth 1 5 10 7 
Weaving at 18d. 1 
Bleaching a — White at Z * — 4 64 


* 


1 6 
N. B. The Yarn may be WF in Perfection in all the Counties 3 in Munfter 
and Leinſter, and in Parts of Roſcommon, Galway, Mayo and Leitrim. 
| Rugſia Drilling or Drab, Twenty-two Yards long, Twenty-eight Inches 
wide, contains Warp Eig ht Hundred and Half, Weft Seven Hundred one 


Beer, will take Fifteen hood of Yarn at 12d. — o 16 3 
5 a at 2zd. per Yard _ — 9 4 7 
1 0 10 


N. B. The Yam of - Munfeer is fitteſt ; it may be made of the Yarn of 
Wicklow, Carlow, Kilkenny, Longford, and many other Counties. 

Single Silgſias Army Yards long, Twenty-nine Inches wide, contains 
Warp Twenty-ſeven to Thirty Beers, Weft ſomething leſs, will take Six 


Dozen Three Cuts of Three Dozen Yarn at 539. — 0 2 10 
Weaving at 15d. may be woven for 2 5 — 0 O 104 
Bleaching at 1d. ——— — — 0.0 7 

e 


In all the foregoing Calculations, the Prices ad Hundreds are eſtimated as if Yard 
wide, and DeduCtions made from thence according to the real Breadths. 
N. B. When thoſe Eſtimates were made Yarn was cheaper by at leaſt 20 per Cent. 
man at this Day. 


An 


784. The Hundreds contained in the Warps 


oHN ARBUTHNOT for the Board, 


and 
£ 


h they are applied by Mr. STEPHeEnsoN ; the Warps are counted as i 


in 1 
ſerintion and Uſes to whic 
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= 
Extract from the Examination z Edward Payne, Eg. at the Bar of the 
Britiſh Hue of Commons, in 1774. 33 
Being aſſted, What was the remaining Quantity of Foreign Linens 
for the Confumption of Higlaud, and how much is the A of the 


Duties remaining, after the Drawback is deducted, on the Foreign Linen 
< re-Exported.* . 


Anſ. * Ona Medium of the five Years, 1768 to 1772 incluſive, there were 


© Imported 26,245,371 Yards Duties paid thereon ,. 219,189 14 3 | 
" Re-exparted 8,500,594, —— Duty drawn beck = G6a"gg8 16 2| F' 
"4 > OO nnrmmmmm_ > 
© Remains for } | 35 * 
c n Un Yards Remains to Revenue 157,797 18 1 5 


_ 


* ſumption . 
The Particulars of the Linens retained for Home Conſumption are as follow: 


7,159,540 Yards of narrow Germany Linen. 
2,022,060 —— of Heſſian Canvas. 
2,357,073 — of Spruce Canvas. | 
280,888 — of Sileſia Lawn, Hambro whited. 
480,790 —— of Sileſta Lawn, Holland whited. 
4:97 5,023 — of Ruſha Linen, various Sorts. 
46,388 —— of Cambrick in his Majeſly's Cuſtody for Exportation. 
125,924 —— of Damaſk and Diaper Napkining. ES 
28,436 —— of Damaſk Tabling. 
15,611 —— of Diaper Tabling. | 
52,496 — of Hinderlands. 
78,612 of Hollands Linen. 
159 —— of Ozenbriges. | 
33,101 — of Hollands Duck, or Sail Cloth.. 
19,820 —— of Foreign Sails. | 


17,674, 121 —— ]eft for the Conſumption of England. 
10,656 —— not accounted for, ſuppoſed by Error. 


Mr. Payne States farther, © that in regard to the 7,159,540 Yards of nar- 
now Germany Linen above ſtated, by the moſt exact Inquiry he had been 
| | able 


= I 


able to make the principal Dealers for Home Conſumption, after 
making the Dedackone of Foreign Export, he had good Grounds to be- 
« heve the above Species and Quantity are conſumed in England; but what 
+ he vas certain of was the Londn Traders, to which this refers as follows ” 


100,000 Pieces of 4 Dowlas  — 43,100,000 Yards. ' 
9,000 —— of + Ditto — 358.000 

| Hown Weſtphalia — 800,000 

5,000 — of Brawn Siſeſias — 175.000 


250 —— of White Ditto 87.500 : 
20,00 — of Padderborne and + ug 200000 


Pomerania Linen 20,000ͥ 

3,000 — of 3 Garlix — 72,000 
15000 — of 3 Ditto — 31, ooo 
* — of Silefia printed — 1 18 

8 3,131 ,000 — 

Te which add the Quantity ſold from the 
Out-Ports for Home 3 8 229.640 
Total accounted for — — 771 59, 8 


The Importatien of Ruſſia Linen into» Eng gland, the Year endl at 
Chriſtmas 1782, for the 1 of kuh Manufacturers, with the 
Duties paid thereon : 


Ruſſia Diaper above 224 under 314 Inches 70, 802 Yards, Duty paid J. 579 5 . 


Pitts narrow under + Thy 143,789 ditto, dit #9735 18 4 
Ruſſia Broad Linen above 225 uuder 344: Inches 1,762,192:ditts, ditto 14,430 7 11 
Ditto | ditto 31+ ditto. 36 ditte 265,118-ditts, itt 3-256. 10 10 
Ditto ditto 36 ditto 45 ditto 818,040 ditto, Aditts. 19,046 13 11 
Ditto ditto 45 - - 970 ditto, ditto 700410 
Ruſſia Drilling or Drab - p 446,032 ditto, ditto 6, 732 12 3 
Duck or Sail Cloth * 1 Qloth, ff 7,106 ditto, ditto 98 14 10 
Ruſſia Narrow like to Ir n t 1 1 | 
Spinning. very ſoft 25 ; oor *79 n 1 hd . 4 4..3 
Sails made up - - ” ” 3171 ditto, ditto 397 3. 3 


Total 4,377,499 ditto, ditto 1 49;846 9 10 


Sileſia Lawns 3 for the Conſumption of Englanet i in the Year, end- 
ing Chriſtmas 1782, are as follow: 
Holland whited Sileſia Lawns 36, 330 Pleres 32 Yards each Duty 1. 6,820 11.2 


Hambro whited Ditto 357,30 ditto ditto: ditto 55728 12 9 
73740 ditto medium Value 1 * | 
| the Piece = - I. 968,200 0 6 


G 2 I have 
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[ have ſtated, from the Evidence of 1714 and the lateſt Returns I am in 
| Poſſeſſion of, the wonderful Advantages preſented to Ireland, in the Linen 
Manufacture, at this Day, for the Conſumption of England alone; View 
the Load of Duties the Foreign Manufactures are ſubject to, and ſee, in its 
true Light, the Impolicy of deſerting ſuch an Object in Munſter, Leinſter, 
and Part of Connaught, as Mr. Arbuthnot recommends to graſp at Cotton and 

Woollen in Preference thereto, I would almoſt ſay ts verify the adage of 
the Dog in the Fable, to quit the Subſtance and graſp at the Shadow., 


I again ſtate to your Honourable Board, that I am a Judge of the Quality 
of the Flax raiſed in each County in Jreland, and I know the Abilities of the 
Spinners; I ſay with certainty, that it is poſſible with the Flax and Spinners 
of Munſter, particularly, moſt Parts of Leinſter, and ſome Part of Connaught, 
to equal the Ruſſians in every Branch of their growing Manufacture, which 
is already ſo extenſive ; and through the ſame Line of the Country ſome of the 
moſt extenſive Branches of Germany may be at once introduced; the Ban- 
dle Cloth, ſo well known among the Natives, when doubled in the Loom 
is an exact Imitaſion of the Dowlas of Germany in Colour and Breadth, and. 
the coarſer Sort is an exact Counterfeit of the Ruſſia Ravenſduck in Colour 
and Breadth. I had the Ruſſian Drilling or Drab imitated to Perfection in the 

County of Kerry, and at Athboy and Navan in Meath. The Hambro' 

and Holland whited Lawns, for the Conſumption of England, of which 
J have ſtated the lateſt Imports and Duties paid, are well imitated at 
preſent in U/ſter, and may be made to Perfection when the Flanders Me- 
thod of Spinning is eſtabliſhed in that Province; the Quadruple Sileſias for 
Printing, and alſo Grey or Blea coloured for Linings and general Wear in the 
Weſt Indies, may be eſtabliſhed to great Advantage in the Weſtern Coun- 
ties. of Inter, and in Sligo, Mayo, and Leitrim. 


The Authorities to Support what I here ſtate are all in your Poſſeſſion, by 
viewing my Reports, and the Examination at the Bar of the Britiſi Houſe 
of Commons, in 1774, and by applying 3 or 4,000. in Premiums, in each 
Province, properly digeſted and pointed to ſuch Manufactures as their Flax. 
and Spinning 1s. applicable to, there will be no Danger of an immediate 
Impreſſion being made in every individual County, and in doing this I 
would. by no means relinquiſh the Purſuit of either the Woollen or Cotton 
Branches; but the Linen is the inexhauſtable Source that you mult ever look 
to as a permanent Support to the Kingdom. Yet, after all that J have urged. 
and ſtated, your attempts will be Vain and Fruitleſs to obtain a ſolid Foot- 
ing in any one Branch of thoſe courſe Manufactures unleſs a protecting or 
regulating Duty is obtained on Linen Yarn. View the Eſtimates made by 
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me for your Honourable Board, in 1774, when the Yarn was only 54d. to 6d. the 
Dozen or Hank, and the ſame Yarn at this Day is raiſed on the Weavers in 
this Kingdom to 8d. and 85d the Hank or Dozen, by the Demands of 
Britain for their Cotton, Hoſiery, Thread and Fancy Goods. The Re- 
{traint on the Export of Yarn from France and * Ruſſia gives a Cer- 
tainty to the Manufacturers of regulating the Prices of their Manufactures 
free from Fluctuation, and enſures them a conſtant Sale for their Linens 
throughout the World; it is not the Diſparity of Expence in Living that 
enables the French and Germans to underfell us in all Foreign Markets, 
the Common Iriſh, I maintain it, live as low as they do; K is the want 

of a proper Reſtraint being laid on the Export of our Yarn, and. a want 
of Attention to the different Counties, to lead them by Premiums into Ma- 
nufactures ſuited to their Yarn and Spinning. a 


The Sixth Letter, to the Same. 


OUR Inſpector (Pa. 11.) in his flanderous Piece, adviſes the Mobility 
* and Gentry of the South 10 to preſs for a Share in the Linen Manufuc- 
ture, but to purſue the Moollen and Cotton, the latter is totally new, the Ma- 
terial foreign, and to make Eſtabliſhments in it attended with great Expence 
and Hazard, and it evidently does not reach the Natives of the Country, 
who are my firſt Object in every Scheme, and the extent of the Linen Trade 
is beyond all others put together, that can be introduced into this Kingdom, 
with Advantage and Certainty.. | | 


Your Inſpector States, from the Information of Mr. Lane of Cork (Pa. 46, 
and alſo Pa. 40 in his long Report), which is a juſt Statement, the miſerable 
Earnings of the Spinners at 94. per Week on Worſted for the Engliſh 
Market, which has too long continued to be their principal Dependance, 

my Object is to give them double Wages by employing them partly in the 


— 


4 ' 1 L 


CT * —_ _ — —— — —— | na 0 — 


* By a Letter I received from Lord Macartney, dated 22d September, 1774, in An- 
ſwer to mine, requeſting to know if the Ruſſians allowed their Linen Yarn. to be export 
ed: He xpreſſes himſelf thus 2 On looking over the Exports from Ruſſia, for Forty 
« Years paſt, I don't find Yarn of any Kind among their Articles of Export.“ 


Linen 


N 

ELihen Manufacture, where they will Earn 18d. per Week in Spinning with 
the fame Eaſe they now get gd. on Worſted; this will be admitted on Exa- 
mination of their Induſtry and Abilities compared with the Spinners in er, 
and this would fecure a better Provifion by dividing and enlarging their 
Employment, which the Britii Manufacturers muft ultimately pay for, ac- 
cording to Mr. Arhuthnot's Acknowledgment, in Linen as well as in 
Worfted Yam. e Ds 


In reſpect to the Scheme for County Premiums to Buyers of Linens which 
Mr. Arbuthnot reprobates ſo violently, (in Pa. 11 and 23 of his Libel) it was 
conſidered and digeſted in a Committee of the Houfe 9 Commons, in 1757, 
viz. to give three Premiums, a 50l. gol. and 20l. in each County, and 
recommended to the Conſideration of the Linen Board (fee Vol. X. Pa. 743. 
2d Reſolution) and afterwards recommended to your Honourable Board by a 
general Memorial from the Linen Merchants of Dublin, and adopted by the 
Poard in 1760, (it was not adopted on light Grounds) the Effects of which 
County Premiums (although only gol. was ordered for each County in Place 
of 1001. which was the Sum propoſed by me, (ſee Vol. X. Commons Jour- 
nal, Pages 70s, 6, 7 8.) produced an Addition of upwards of {200,000, yearly 
to the Linen Exports of Ireland, (ſee Commons Journal, Vol. XV. Pa. 380. 
the Examinations of Thomas Read, E ſq. and Mr. Jeſeph Fletcher, in the moſt 
ſolenm- Manner, reſpecting the Increaſe at Sligo, in Clare, and in Galway ; 
ſee alſo Mr. Arbuthnot's frothy Report (Pa. 20.) of his Information from 
Nicholas: O'Reily tel pecting 7 Market; my Proofs are not of Journeymen 
or mean Perſons, accompanied with unfounded Aſſertions or the groſſeſt Abſur- 
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* Commons Journal, Vol. XV. Page 380. 
* Robert Stephenſon, in 1772, ſays, he had raiſed the Manuſactures of Sligo to 
"70 £27,600 Valve yearly,” _ 
Thomas Read, Eſq. examined in a folemn Manner as to the faid Quantity, ſaid; © the 
12 about ten ar twelve Years before did nat exceed twenty Packs, Value 
« {bo each, and at pmſent the Quantity is very Conſiderable,” | 
Thomas Read and; Jaſeph. Fletcher both declared: in the maſt ſolemn Manner, © that 
they never knew of any Linen ſent up from Clare, or. Linens called Leughreas (a 
County of Galway Manufatture) until after Mr. Stephenſon had been ſent by the 
« Reſolved, that it appears to this Committee that Mr, Robert Stephenſon has been 
of general Uſe to the Einen Manufncture, in the Provinces of Leinſier, Munſter and 
© Connaught, and that the Information given by him to the Linen Board in his Re- 
N Ps "bras Repreſemation, and to this Committee, has been of Service to 
4 e Py r.“ a p ; 17% £ ih 
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dities ſtated as Facts. In the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, in 174, 
I propoſed eſtabliſhing Yarn I areſuuſes to ſupply I amps and Mefis ready 
for the Loom, alſo to extend Spinning as now a ge in the _ Scheme 
(ſee Appendix) which I had done long before in my Report for 1463, in 
the County of Limerick, and to make 1 Labourer a Weaver as is the 
Practice in Germany; I will appeal to ſuch Teſtimony as will carry Con- 
viction, where ever theſe Letters are read, and where one County ſuch as 
Sligo produced 27, O00 Increaſe, Galway £40,000, at that Day, and 
Caſtlebar, Newport and Weſtport {,1 5,000; it will be admitted that out of 25 
Counties, then under my Inſpection, it will not appear an exaggerated Ac- 
count to fay 1 added upwards of {200;00D, yearly on the whole. 


+ Mr. Ar dur nd next introduces the Buſineſs of my Diſtniſfal, as if cauſed 
in Conſequence of ſome wonderful Neglect in me (ſee Pa. 11, in his Libel,) 
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® Sir, | | Dublin Caftle, 25th April, 1978. 

It being thought neceſſary that fome Perſon who is well acquainted with the State 

of the Linen Manufactory and Commerce of this Country, ſhould go immediately to 

England, to explain any Difficulties which may arife there: I am directed by my 

Lord Lieutenant to defire you will immediately come to Town, is it will be deſable 
and neceſſary that you ſhould be in London by the ad of Muy, 
| Jam, Sir, your molt obedient humble Servant, 

To Robert Stephenſon, Efq. | : Rithard Heron. 


Linen Board. At a Meeting of the Truſtees of the Linen Manufacture on Tue 
day, May the 5th, 1978. 1 a 
Robert Stephenſon having this Day, by Letter, acquainted the Board, that his At- 
tendance on the Britiſb Parliament, now fitting, is of great Importance to this King- 
dom; the Board are ſo far from being of his e that from the Information they 
have received of his Condut᷑t when laſt ſent there, they are convinced his preſuming to 
meddle in the Matters now depending in the Brith Parliament relative to this 
Kiogdom, will be highly improper. 1. | 
Mo | Signed by Order of the Board, | 

Bro. Newburgh, 


I have juſt now received a Letter from Mr. Stef 


| phenſon,' reminding me of n Promiſe, 
that I would de Juſtice to his late Conduct here, in a fair Repreſentation to you of 
his Zeal, Aſſiduity and Abilities in the Diſcharge of his late Commiſſion from the 
Linen Board; I can fay, with Truth, that he has gteat Merit in all thoſe Particulars, 
and did every thing in his Power to procure a better Iſſue for that important Buſineſs 
than was then attainable from various Cauſes. 
. Vour faichful and moſt obedient Servant, 
| Great Georges: rast, January a ad, 1774. f a 


1 


and thereby calls upon me to juſtify myſelf to your Honourable Board, by 


r 


W or ets, London, 1ſt February, 1774. 

I have this Morning attended, at the St. Alban's Tavern, a Meeting about the 
Linen Manufacture, at which attended the Dukes of Queenſbury, yl and Buc- 
cleugh, the Lords Cathcart, Fife, Lord Frederick Campbell, Sir Lawrenee Dundaſi, the 

Tord Advocate, &c. &c, with the Scotch Agents; Lord Clare, General Compay and 
myſelf on the Part of Ireland and NO AGENTS ; for England, Sir Thomas Claver- 
ing and Mr. Turner of Yorkſhire. E 

In ſhort, your not ſending Stephenſon has been very remiſs, not only as he knows 
more, but he having been here laſt Winter ought to have come now, and [reland re 
ceived ſome ſide Thurſts not eaſily parried. 

I underſtand an Agent is expected, and I hope he will come directly, or the Linen 
Board may have ſomewhat to anſwer for. 

It was reſolved to have a Deputation to wait on =} I am your affectionate, 


North, relative to the Propoſitions of laſt Winter, Dartrey. 
it appeared that the Trade is worſe it was then in 
general. | | | | 
Sir, 5 Dublin, Merion-fireet, Auguſt 12th, 1784 
I am juſt returned from the North, where I have been ſetting between three and four 


Thouſand Acres, The Populouſneſs of that Country, owing to the Linen Manu- 
facture enabled me to ſet the Lands to much better Advantage than I can ſet Lands of 
of the ſame Quality in Munter, I may reaſonably ſay 25 per Cent better, though I 
have ſet my Lands lower, J believe, than any in the Neighbourhood ; this brings to 

my Mind the Plan now in Agitation for extending the Linen Manufacture in Munſter; 
if the Linen Board adopts it, I have no doubt of its Succeſs, under your Inſpection, 
for I with Pleaſure recolle& your Aſſiduity and unremitting Attention to the Buſineſs 
of the Linen Manufacture, when the Application was made to the Britiſb Parliament 
in 1773, for its Encouragement, being a Member at that Time, and one of the two 
Gentlemen appointed by the general Meeting to attend Lord North, I had a more 
particular Opportunity cf looking into the Buſineſs, and can bear Teſtimony to your 
cloſe Attention to it. | ; | 


Lam, Sir, your moſt humble Servant 
To Robert Stephenſcn, Eſq. | Henry Cavendiſh, ; 


Dir, Luttrells-Town, 7th September, 1784. 
Having left all my Papers in England relative to Tranſactions in the Brizfh Parlia- 
ment, during my long Service there; it is not in my Power to write;from hence in 
Reſpect to the Part you took when the State of the Linen Trade was agitated there 
with the Preciſion I could wiſh ; you will therefore, I hope be ſatisſied with this De- 
claration, in genera] Terms, that your Conduct appeared to me, on every ſuch Occa- 
fion, to be Zealous, Uſeful and highly Meritorious in regard to Ireland. 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble Servant 
To Rebert Stephenſon, Eſ LK. | CarbamA'on, 
N. B. The Originals to be ſeen in my Hands. 


ſhewing 


LiF: 


ſhewing that it was by Mifake or My/repreſentation that I was diſmiſſed, and 
by the ſame Means, I believe, it will appear, in theſe Letters, that your 
 Inſperr Mr. Arbuthnt, was adopted. I Appeal to the Orders of the Board for 
my Diſmiſſal, which could not have been the Caſe had J been fairly repre- 
ſented; as it is notorious, the Letters of Earl Nugent and Lord Dartrey were 
then in the Office, concealed by Meſſrs. Newburgh and Archdall, until 
found by the preſent Secretary and delivered to me. I am pleaſed Mr. 
Arbuthnot has, unintentionally, given me this Opportunity of contraſting my 
Conduct and Character reſpecting a Public Examination, and the Intereſts 
of this Country, with his own; as your Honourable Board and the Public will 
thereby beſt Judge which is moſt deſerving of the Confidence of /riſhmen ; 
and it is to be hoped he will eolle& and publiſh ſuch Certificates as he merits, ! 

that the Public may ſee what Kingdom ſhall Benefit by his Service —ſure I 

am it is not /reland *. . n 


. 


I was ſent for, by Expreſs, into the Country, by the Earl of Buckiughamphire's 
(the then Lord, Lieutenant) Commands; for the nobleſt Purpoſes, with the beſt 
Intentions and well-groundet hopes of ſerving this Country, Iacquainted your 
Honourable Board thereof by Letter; I was diſmiſſed, and the Reaſon aſſigned 
in the Public Papers as ſet forth here. I appeal to the Certificates of the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen who attended the Committee reſpecting our Iriſh” 


a —— 


i . ON SVHIEL C13 ds IS FE IEEE, | eu £91 | 
*The Object of my Miſſion to; attend the Britiſb Parliament, in 1778, was no 
leſs than the bee ob of the Trade of Ireland. A Multitude of Perſons: at- 
tended from all Parts of England and Scotland to oppoſe the Meaſure in every Point, 
and their Evidence, previous to my Arrival, had been applied entirely to a Preven- 
tion of any farther Liberty of our Commerce with the Colonies, by allowing the Im- 
port of Sugars or other Products reſerved to Britain; 1 obſerved, that ſeveral Seſſions 
might de ſpent before their Evidence could be all heard, I propoſed a Meeting of the. 
Iriſh Intereſt, ſummoned them, and at that Meeting I propoſed deſerting the Mode 
of applying farther for an Extention of Imports, but to try how far our Exports to the 
Colonies, or elſewhere, might be enlarged that Seſſion; at the ſame Meeting I ſtated 
Mr. Arbuthnot's Evidence in 1774, refpeCting our Linens.; my Advice was adopted in 
both Caſes, the Evidence reſpecting our Imports was diſcontinued that very Day, and a. 
Compromiſe entered into directly reſpecting the Export of our Manufactures, & . 
to the Colonies, which paſſed into a Law that Seffion, greatly to the Advantage of 
Ireland, with. Notice from Earl Nugent and others, that we ſhould apply for farther - 
Conceſſions the enſuing Seſſion; and in 1780, one of the, fitſt Characters that this or 
any other Country can boaſt of, for Integrity, Information and Abilities, attended on 
the Part of Ireland, and the ſucceſsful Iſſue of his Negociation, by enlarging the Field 
of Manufacture and Commerce for this Country, proves how neceſſary it is to appoint: 
able and upright Agents to attend the Britiſb Parliament and Councils every Seſſion. 
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Intereſts when I was your Arent on the Part of Ireland to the Britiſi Parlia- 
mont; and I will here again repeat, that had I been your Repreſentative in 
Place of Mr. Betty, in 19774, Mr. Arbuthnot's flimzy, futile, unfounded 
Story of his pretended Experiments on Flax and Iriſh Linen not taking the 
Dye or Tint, ſhould have been inveſtigated fully, and the Proofs in the 
Journals of the. Houſe of Commons (Vol. X. Pa. 705 to 710) laid before 
them, which alone would have been. ſufficient to have rendered juſtly odious 
Mr. Arbuthnot's abſurd Pretentions to experimental Knowledge ; but Mr. 
Betty, being bred a Country Apothecary, had not the Advantage of fuch 
Books of Information and g to qualify him to conduct the 
Chain of Evidence neceſſary to ſupport the Cauſe of Ireland reſpecting Ma- 
nufactures, Mr. Arbuthnot's. Tale paſſed him off as a Man of great Informa- 
tion: But he is now before a Court that I doubt not will Judge him ac- 
cording to his Merit. | 


It feems to have been Mr. Arbuthnot's ſettled Maxim to endeavour, in 
every point of View, to conceal the Diſtreſſes of this Country from your 

Honourable Board, and to magnify our Buſineſs by the moſt rediculous In- 
formation that ever was laid before you, by which Means it is Death to 
him to ſee an Account of your declining Manufactures publiſhed, which he 
endeavours to refute by one of his Statements of Records lwPh r2.) as he 
now calls it; but let him go to the proper Officer, and find out how he 
came to make the Exports, ending 25th March, 1782, 25,044,725 Yards, 
when the Trade all know it did not amount to 15,000,000 Yards, they 
complained of it to the Linen Committee as a Miſrepreſentation for ſome 
ſiniſter Purpoſe ; and if your Inſpector will ſubſtract from thofe Exports the 
Linens returned unſold, and alſo for Damages, to the ſeveral Arts of the 
| Kingdom, he will find the Defficiency of 11,000,000 Yards, properly ſup- 

rted, add to this, we import from Britain upwards of 1,000,000 
Yards of Britiſh Linen Manufactures of various Sorts yearly, which are a 
farther DeduQion from our ſuppoſed Profits on our Linen Exports. 


Your Vſpector, by way of exaggerating Expectations to feed this Country 
with falfe Opinions of our preſent State, tells you, that {560,000 worth 
of Linen was ſhipped the laſt July Market from the Hall of Dublin (ſee Pa. 
1.3.) excluſive of what was packed in Callenders and private Warehouſes, 
whereas the return of the Chamberlain, which he muſt take his Account from, 
includes two Markets out of the three great annual Markets, commencing 
the 14th of January laſt, and ending the 14th of July, which is two- 
thirds of the Year's Trade, and the third Market being very ſmal} : 
It muſt be obvious, that your Inſpector is reſolved to miſlead you in His Infor- 
mation in every reſpect, or he could not offer ſo many unfounded weak Af- 


ſertions, 


E Þ Þ} 


ſertions, that are plain to every Perſon who will give himſelf the Trouble of 


either Reading or Enquiry *. I have added the third Market to com- 
pleat the Trade of the Year. 


It is to be hoped the Trade will find Occaſion for all the Halls that are 
now Building at Belfaft, Newry and Cork, as well as in Dublin; but I have 
no doubt that it will appear to your Honourable Board, that it is not by the 
Schemes of Mr: Arbuthnot that the Trade can be extended, fo as to require 
more Room. He conſeſſes, through his Reports, that the Cotton and 
Spinning of Wor ſted and Linen Yarn for the Manuf«ttures of. Bruain are 
his great Objects, if he may be ſaid to have formed any Syſtem in his 
Thoughts. | | | 


I am for deſerting totally the Manufacture and raiſing of Hemp by Pre- 
miums, it was my Opinion in :755, and is ſo wt: Flax is peculiarly fitted 
for our Soil and Climate, and all the Sail Cloth of England is made of Flax. 
By the 9th of Geo. II. Chap. 37. the firſt four Numbers of Sail Cloth muſt 


* 1 * 0 X 2 - 2 en — FY | IN ——— 
8 N * » % of 


®* 7o the Right Honourable and Honourable the Truſtees of the Linen Manufacture. 


An Account of the Number of Packs and Boxes of Linen ſent out of the Linen Hall, 


for Export, from the 14th of January to the 14th of Fuly, 784: 
William Boulger. 

2,064 Export Packs at £.150 per Pack £309,600 

1,677 ditto Boxes at 150 per Box , 251,550: 


* 
— 
* 


Total 3,741 at 150 I 
The Account is Excluſive of all Goods packed at the Calenders and Merchants' 
Warehouſes. | | | 15 
I have compared the Vouchers with the above Account, and the Valuation 
is from the beſt Information. Rol ert King. 
An Account of the Number of Packs and Boxes of Linen ſent out of the Linen Hall, 
for Export, from the 14th of July (being the Date of the laſt Account delivered to 
Mr. Robert King) to the 21ſt of Oftober, 1784. 


| | William Boulger. 
1,139 Export Packs at L 150 per Pack L170, 8 50 
672 ditto Boxes at 150 per Box 100, 800 
— . 4 ; — ; 3 — f 
Total 1,811 at 150 2715650 


This Account is Excluſive of all Goods fhipped from the Merchahts' Warchoules 
and Callenders. | — ieee | | | 
] have compared the Vouchers with this Account, and the Valuation is from 


the beſt Information, : Robert King, 
+ Sce my Reports at Limerick in the Linen Office, 8 
H 2 have 
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have the Warp double Threads made of long Flax, and the Lengths, 
Breadths and Weight of each Number and Bolt are aſcertained by the Act. 


The Houſe of Commons after a ſolemn Enquiry, found the medium Va- 
lue of Flax imported in the ſeven Years preceding 1758 to amount to 
11 38,444 17s. 6d. yearly; and in Commons Journal Vol X. Pa. 143, ſee 


a Bounty propoſed by me, at that early Day, on our Linens exported. to 
all Foreign Countries. Hy 


It is then reſolved, that the Linen Yarn of Ireland is proved to be the beſt 
in the World. | | 


The third Reſolution is, to recommend County Premiums to Buyers. 


And the 5th, © Reſolved that it appears to this Committee, that the Staple 
of Iriſh Flax is preferable in its Kind to any Flax imported; and that 
© every County in the Kingdom has Land proper for raiſing Flax. 


This Reſolution contradiets all Mr. Arbuthnot's Evidence and Reports. © 


i 6th. © Reſolved, that the raiſing and manufacturing it be attended to 
* throughout the Kingdom.” 


gth. (Pa. 144.) Reſolved, that the Fund be divided equally between the 
four Provinces, and the County of Clare conſidered as Part of Connaught. 
« excluſive of the {2,000 granted by Parliament to Leinſter, Munfter and! 
« Connaught.” 


This claſhes ſtrangely with Mr. Arbuthnot's Opinion in his. Libel. 


It is impoſſible that Mr. Arbutlinot could have ſeen the Evidence and Re- 
ſolutions in the Reports of the Houſe of Commons (Vol. X. Pa. nog to 744) 
and (Vol. XV. Pa. 373 to 404) the Examinations of Committees alſo in 
1773, in 1780 and 1781, and advance ſo many Abſurdities ſtill fur- 
ther to expoſe himſelf; but he ſeems determined on controverting all the 
Evidence and all the Experience of ſeveral Ages, to prove our Flax bad, 
our Merchants and Manufacturers fraudalent and mattentive to their own In- 
tereſts, our People Ipnorant. in every Branch of the Manufacture, and 
that it is the Intereſt of the other Provinces to deſert the Linen Manufacture 
and leave it entirely to ier, although he allows, and muſt confefs, the 
beſt of the por Spinners can earn only gd. per Week in Spinning 1/ofted in 
Munſter. | : Tons: | 
Flax 


+ 8-4 


Flax Farming was ſo much attended to by your Hhnmrable Board, in Con- 
ſequence of the Recommendation of the Houſe of Commons, in 1758, that 
there has been nearly a full ſupply of Flax for our Linen Manufacture for 
the laſt twenty Years, and to raiſe Flax to Export is a chimerical Scheme in 
Ireland, as the Quality is too fins and too valuable to be purchaſed by Britain, 
or any Market on the Contment where their Lands or Labour are lower; it is 
therefore, in my Opinion, Time to drop your Flax Premiums, and p:ſh 
forward your Linen Manufactures ſo as to. accompany your Flax Farming, 
until an evident Want of Flax begins to-appear in any of the Linen Coun- 
ties. The ſuperior Quality of your Flax will enable the Country to {pin to 
any Degree of Fineneſs, when the Spinners are taught the Flemiſh Method: 
And it is evident, that the Quantity of Flax raiſed has declined with the 
Linens in the laſt twelve Years, as there is no Stock of Iriſh Flax on Hands, 
nor has the Price bzen lowered at any Time. | 


Mr. Arbuthnot's ſuppoſing I want to bring a Manufacture without a Ma- 
terial is of a Piece with all his puerile reaſoning ; I want the Manufacture 
hence forward to accommany the raiſing of the Flax, as the only Means to 
encourage Flax Farming. x 


Your Inſpector, in his next Quotation, has exzelled, if poTible, all 
that went before; here he has turned out a wonderful Judge of Trade, 
forgets. all his Evidence at the Bar of the Britiſh Parliament, and if we had 
not his own Confeſſion as Proof againſt him, we fhould be apt to give Credit 
to ſome of his Aſſertions reſpecting Commerce. 


He begins (Pa. 14.) by adding Spun to an African outfit, and wilfully 
puts Iriſi before Iron to give him an Opportunity of ſaying fom=thing on the 
Subject, but any Animadverſions of Mr. Arbutſinot's reſpecting a Foreign 
Trade (after his Cinfeſſians to the Britiſh Parliament where they knew lum beſt) 
muſt ſhew he does not want a dip in the Shannon to give him Aſſurance; and 
his Knowledge of Commerce and. foreign Demands are more on the Level 
of the Check Weavers and Journeymen, whoſe Evidence he has endea- 
voured to make of Conſequence and cultivated. ſo intimate a Correſpondence 
with; but he muſt not preſume to give an Opinion reſpecting foreign De- 
mands among Merchants. The Line purſued by thoſe wiſe commercial 
Leaders of Britain, in all Branches of Trade and Manufacture, ought to 
guide this Country in all commercial Laws; we are too Inſignificant 
as yet in Manufactures to pretend to ſet an Example. I have gen 

ir. 


3 


Mr. John Brown's Anſwer ®, in his Letter to me, on Dying, to ſhew that Mr. 
Arbuthnot is as Ignorant of the Check Trade, as he is of every other 


Branch of Commerce. 


Mer. 
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© Sir, | | 

Having ſeen Remarks made on the Information I gave you reſpecting Dying, as 
practiſed at Manchefter, by Mr. John Arbuthnot, Inſpector to the Linen Board, where 
he conſiders me as a Runnagate from Mancheſter, and ſneaks of the Opinion I gave, 
as well as of me, in the moſt diſreſpectful Terms, (in Pa. 15. of his Report) I beg 
you may communicate my Sentiments to the Right Henourable Linen Board, with your 
own, to ſhew them that Mr. Arbut not does not mran that Ireland inould enjoy the 
Advantages that Britain does either in Dying or Printing, or he would not think of 
excluding the Dyers or Printers, occafionally as Demands may require, from makin 
Uſe of the cheapeſt Dye Stuffs or Woods, as thev, in thoſe Branches of Manufacture, 
vary in their Colour and Demands for Foreign. Trade more than in any Line of Ma- 
nufacture, I believe, in the World. | Y 


When I gave you the Prices and Practice of Mancheſter in Dying or Printing, I 
ceuld not ſuppoſe it would give Offence to any Man in Ireland, to be informed of the 
Mode of conducting theſe great Branches of Manufacture, that have led the People of 

Mancheſter ſo ſucceſsfully —_— the World, where they now are al moſt unrivalled, 

and I do aſſure the Honourable Board, that it was a very incautious Step to make a 
Law to deprive us of the Uſe of Logwood in dying Blues, or of any S:uff whatever, 
as the Demands for Africa and the Vet Indies, and on the Continent of Europe, vary 
often, and are different in the different Parts of thoſe extenſive and various Dominions, 
and I wil! aflure Mr. Arbuthnot that if he underſtood the Buſineſs of either a Dyer or 
Printer, he would lay no Reſtraints on their Practice or Experiments with whatever 
Woods or Stuffs they chuſe to Ule, as we are daily making Improvments in thoſe 
Branches, and I will tel] him that we can make faſt Colours with Materials now that 
was unknown to him when he practiſed thoſe Branches of Dying and Printing: and 
I ſha)l be glad to have an Opportunity of an Examination before the Honourable Board 
of Mr. Arbuthnot and my Pretentions to Knowledge in the Profeſſion of a Dyer and 
Printer, 


If Ireland is to meet the Ingliſp and Scotch, or other Foreign Nations, on the Coaſt 
of Africa, America, the Mes Indies, or elſewhere, are they to be excluded the Uſe of 
thoſe Dye Woods or other Stuffs that have obtained the Manufactures of Britain ſuch 
Reputation for Beauty and Cheapneſs in all the Foreign Markets, or muſt they Mark 
their Iriſh Goods with the odious Titles of Falſe or Fraudalent “, becaule they are Dyed 
or Printed in Ireland. I will be ſo free to tell the Honourable Board, that their In- 


] have procured ſome Samples of the Printing of Augſburgh in Germany to compare 
their fine Work with the Ir ſþ Printing, and «lſo to fhew there is neither Falſe, Falt or 
Fraudalent ſlamped on them as pi poſed by Mir. Arbuthnet; 1 alſo have procured ſame 
Samples of the real German Britannias for the dpaniſh and Portugal Markets, for the Sa- 
tisfatlion of your Honourable Board, and fer the Information of Iriſo Merchants and 
Manufacturers. WE ſpector 


11 


Mr. Arburhwr beſtows very liberally his Epithets of Runnepate from Man- 
ehefter on a very ingenious, deſerving, and induſtrious Tradeſman, who was 
1 bred 
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ſpector either is Ignorant or means to deprive Ireland of thofe Advantages in Trade ſhe 
may poſſeſs in Common with Great Britain. | 1 
I Dye for ſeventeen out of the twenty-eight of thoſe Check Manufacturers that Mr, 
Arbuthnet has procured to Sign his Advertiſement, and ſome of the remainder are not 
in the Check Trade; and they will allow I do their Buſincſs as well and cheaper 
than any other in this City; and it is from my Knowledge of the Uſe of Dye Woods 
and Stuffs J am enabled ſo to do. again give you the Prices of Dying at Man che ßer, 
ta ſhew how much cheaper there than here, and alſo the Purpoſes ſome of the cheap 
Colours are. applied to; and pleaſe to aſſure the Honourable Board that I am not a 

Runnagate, but have always been fo induſtrious to pay my Debts, which I hope this 
| pretended Judge of Dying and Printing has alſo done; and if the Honourable Board 
will be pleaſed to bring Mr. Arbutl not Face to Face with me before them, I ſhall 
ſatisfy them, that inſtead of being a Runnagate I ſhall prove their Inſpector totally Ig- 
norant of my Trade. : OR ER ney : 
Thoſe were and are my Sentiments, and thoſe Objects cannot be diſpenſed with, 
if this Country with to get forward in Trade as they do in Great Britain. 

1 am, Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 

e Brown. 


No. 32, Cole- Alley, Meath-ſtreet: 
N. 8. ways found the 


Among the Bleachers or Crofters at Mancheſter I have 
Bleachers preferred the Iriſh Linen Yarn as the eaſieſt whitened. 


In Manche/ter the Prices of Dying Linen and Cotton Yarn Blue are as follows, and 
alſo for other Purpoſes: 


Lizen Yarn Cotton Vn. 
per pound. per pound. 


Linen Check 3 wide, ordinary Sort of Goods, Linen Yarn 25d, 

Ditto 4 ditto | 22d. 

Yard-wide Linen Check Linen Yarn | 3 d. 

x Cottons, coarſe Sort, Linen Warp — | 3 d. 3 . 
I Ditto ditto — — — 1 31d. 9d. 

Supperfine Cotton ditto — — 2d. to 4 d. . 

Yard-wide ditto ditto — — 4 d. to 5 d. I Idto 12d. 

Superfine Ell-wide Checks 3 5d. 6d. to 8d. 12d to 13d. 

Bed Ticking according to Quality from 22d. to 6 p. 

Striped Ticking for Carriages or Packing, red blue or yellow 2 d. 

Striped Hooping, red, yellow or purple ws 

Pink ditto | 9d. to 28. 

Striped Cotton Hollands, Cotton "Twiſt for the Warp 10d. to IId. 

Striped Linen Hollands Linen Yarn — 5d. to 6d, 


All the above Blues rouzed after being dyed, which is alſo paid for 1d. the Pound 
for Linen Yarn and 14d. for Cotton. | 


N. B. The touzing done to add to the Blue and preſerve the White in the Checks, 
and is no ſaving in Dying. . 


The 


; 
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bred a Dyer and Printer, is a great acquiſition to /reland, has the 
Eſteem of . whoever knows him, and alto of his Countrymen, ſo far as to 
correſpond and viſit them Annually to obtain Information reſpecting his 
Trade; this does not look like a &unnegate ; Mr. Arbuthnot is of all Men, 
in this Country, the laſt who ſhould uſe fuch Epithets (-ven F zrue) to any 
Man : It mult be a great diſc uragement to Men of Character and Know- 
ledge to come and ſettle among us, and Mr. Arbuthnot ougiit not fo ſoon 
forget his own Condition, from whence he has juſt eme:g<d, and it is a great 
Doubt whether the arrogant proud Stranger dares now for many Reaſons reviſit 
his native Abode. It is an old Adage, * A Man that Stands in a Glaſs Houſe 
ought not to throw Stones. | 


** 


ä 
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The St. Jago Cloths for Weſt India Trade, ſtriped, muſt be a heavy ſadden'd Blue 
to give a luſtre to the Colour. | 
In the African Trade Goods muſt be ſaddened with Logwood and with Aſtringents. 
In Printing black Grounds it is neceflary to ule ſome Logwood, not as a Fark 
but to raiſe and beautify the Colour. | 
In Bed Ticks the beautiful Colour is obtained and preſerved by rouzing with Log- 
wood and keeps them clean and bright. 3 
In the common coarſe Ticks of all Sorts, alſo for Threads and Tapes, where a 


high Price cannot be afforded Logwood muſt be uſed. 


Romal! Handkerchiefs Yard-wide, moſtly blue Grounds, and various Borders, 
are all ſadden'd with e ag and other things. | 


Madder Reds at Mancheſter are done on Linens at 1s, 6d. 1 
Brazil Peachwood or Brazilletto common Reds 2d. „ 
Purple Cotton for Tiley Handkerchiefs and Morees for 3d. to 4d. 


Bafts cannot be dyed properly without uſing Logwood and Aſtringents to ſadden 
the Colour. 


All Cotton Baſts, and alſo with Linen Warps Vard- wide, ſome + wide, are dyed 


in the Piece a ſadden'd Blue, cannot be made that Colour without Logwood and 


Aſtringents to rouze and ſadden the Colour, ſo as to fit it for a Foreign demand, and 
make it clear and free of Specks to imitate the real India Goods. | 


The Bafts are made in long Pieces, but cut at the Calenders as crdered, into ſhort 


Pieces of a Fathom or more; ſome of them are black Blues and ſome purple Blues. 


Brazil and Madder may be wrought together on a red Callico Ground, is practiſed 
at Mancheſter and does waſh ; the Frices paid as yet for Dying in Ireland are gene- 
rally much higher than at Manchęſter. 


The . 


= == 


The Seventh Letter, to the Same. 


SHALL lay down one Propoſition that will be acceded to as neceſſary in 
all Schemes propoſed by your Honourable Board, that you are not to exceed 
the Extent of your Funds, and ougit to be at all times prepared to pay 
Claims that are adjudged. ES 


This being admitted, as a neeeſſary Line of Conduct, when you have the 
undigeited and unlimited Schemes that Mr. Afbutlinot has publiſhed as the 
Acts of your Honourable Board laid before you, in a collected View, you will ſee 
that the only Chance that remains to avoid incurring a great Debt, the 
enſuing Year, is, the Inconſiſtency and crude undigeſted Manner in which 
they are offered to the Public, ſo as they can't be readily obtained, or even 
underſtood ; and many of them have been propoſed to the Board ſince I 
laid my Scheme and Addreſs before you and the Province of Munſter. 


* My firſt Scheme is, to encourage Flax Farmers on a large Scale, 
not exceeding /. 80 in five Premiums for each County, by which Means 
the Powers of Farmers would be tried, without engaging the Board for - 
a larger Sum, as it muſt be admitted the ſmall Quantities uſually ſown by 
the little Farmers or Poor, will be continued, and the Adjudication and Eu- 
quiry would be eaſy and certain, without incuring any greater Expence 
than is propoſed of {80 per County, for the moſt deſerving among conſi- 


derable Flax Farmers. 


Your Inſpector's Scheme is to pay among them {16,000 yearly, with an 
Inſpector to attend each County at £40 yearly, and Five per Cent. on ail 
the Flax he Views, ſo as to bring as many Claims as poſſible on the Fund, 
by this Means a Part of the County of Cork, where they have never looked 
for Premiums on their little Parcels, including Cl2gtnakilty, Skibereen and 
Dunmanway, in which your Inſpector never was, and allo all the Cottiers 
and others in Ulſter and Connaught, will become Candidates and Affida- 
vit-Men without adding a Pound to our Stock of Flax, according to Mr. 
Arbuthnot's Plan of the hardeſt Swearing getting molt Money. 


The Return Mr. Donovan has made (ſee Libel, Pa. 26) is from the Fart 
of Cork that I ſpeak of; and it appears in my Report for 1155, in the Linen 


* 


W 
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a See Mun/ter Premiums in Appendix No. VI., 
— 


Office, 
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bred a Dyer and Printer, is a great altos to Treland, has the 
Eſteem of whoever knows him, and alſo of his Countrymen, ſo far as to 
correſpond and viſit them Annually to obtain Information reſpecting his 
Trade; this does not look like a Kunnegale; Mr. Arbuthnot is of all Men, 
in this Country, the laſt who ſhould uſe fuch Epithets (ven F true) to any 
Man : It mult be a great diſc uragement to Men of Character and Know- 
ledge to come and ſettle among us, and Mr. Arbutſinot ouglſit not ſo ſoon: 
forget his own Condition, from whence he has juſt emetged, and it is a great 
Doubt whether the arrogant proud Stranger dares now for many Rea/ons reviſit 
his native Abode. It is an old Adage, 4 Man that Stands in a ang Houſe 
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The 8. Jago Cloths for Weſt India Trade, ſtriped, muſt be aeg ſadden'd Blue: 
to give a luſtre to the Colour. 
In the African Trade Goods muſt be ſaddened with Logwood and with Aftring nts. . 
In Printing black Grounds it is neceſſary to uſe ſome Logwood, not as a _ 
but to raiſe and beautify the Colour. 
In Bed Ticks the beautiful Colour is obtained and preſerved by rouzing with Log- 
wood and keeps them clean and bright. 
In the common coarſe Ticks of all Sorts, alſo Ihe Threads and Ty where 2 
high Price cannot be afforded Logwood muſt be uſed, | 
Romall Handkerchiefs Yard-wide, . moſtly blue Grounds, and various Borders, 
are all ſadden'd with on iy and other things. | 


Madder Reds at Mancheſter are done on Linens at e 25 
Brazil Peachwood or Brazilletto common Reds 2d. 4d. 
Purple Cotton for Tiley Handkerchiefs and Morees for 3 3d. to 4d. 


Bafts cannot be dyed properly without uſing Logwood and Aſtringents to ſadden 
the Colour. 

All Cotton Baſts, and alſo with Linen Warps Yard-wide, ſome 4 wide, are dyed 
in the Piece a ſadden'd Blue, cannot be made that Colour without Logwood ànd 
Aſtringents to rouze and ſadden the Colour, fo as to fit it for a Foreign demand, and | 
make it clear and free of Specks to imitate the real India Goods. 

The Bafts are made in long Pieces, but cut at the Calenders as ordered, into ſhort 
Pieces of a Fathom or more ; ſome of them are black Blues and ſome purple Blues. 

Brazil and Madder may be wrought together on a red Callico Ground, is practiſed 
at Mancheſter and does waſh ; the Prices paid ww tor Dying i in n are gene 
rally much 3 than at Manch np | | 


The 


E 


be Seventh Letter, to the Same. 


JT SHALL lay down one Propoſition that will be acceded to as neceſſary in 
1 all Schemes propoſed by your Honourable Board, that you are not to exceed 
the Extent of your Funds, and ought to be at all times prepared to pay 
Claims that are adjudged. | 88 


This being admitted, as a neeeſſary Line of Conduct, when you have the 
undigeſted and unlimited Schemes that Mr. Arbutſinot has publiſhed as the 
Acts of your Honourable Board laid before you, in a collected View, you will ſee 
that the only Chance that remains to avoid incurring a great Debt, the 
enſuing Year, is, the Inconſiſtency and crude undigeſted Manner in which 
they are offered to the Public, fo as they can't be readily obtained, or even 

underſtood ; and many of them have been propoſed to the Board ſince I 
laid my Scheme and Addreſs before you and the Province of Munfter. 


* My firſt Scheme is, to encourage Flax Farmers on a large Scale, 
not exceeding £.80 in five Premiums for each County, by which Means 
the Powers of Farmers would be tried, without engaging the Board for - 
a larger Sum, as it muſt be admitted the ſmall Quantities uſually ſown by 
the little Farmers or Poor, will be continued, and the Adjudication and En- 

quiry would be eaſy and certain, without incuring any greater Expence 
than is propoſed of {80 per County, for the moſt deſerving among conſi- 
derable Flax Farmers. | . 0 


Your Inſpector's Scheme is to pay among them {16,000 yearly, with an 
Inſpector to attend each County at £40 yearly, and Five per Cent. on all 
the Flax he Views, ſo as to bring as many Claims as poſſible on the Fund, 
by this Means a Part of the County of Cork, where they have never looked 
for Premiums on their little Parcels, including Clog hnakulty, Skibereen” and 
Dunmanway, in which your Inſpector never was, and allo all the Cottiers 
and others in Ulſter and Connaught, will become Candidates and Affida- 
vit-Men without adding a Pound to our Stock of Flax, according to Mr. 
Arbuthnot's Plan of the hardeſt Swearing getting moſt Money. 


The Return Mr. Donovan has made (ſee Libel, Pa. 26) is from the Part 
of Cork that I ſpeak of; and it appears in my Report for 1753, in the Linen 
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*® See Munſler Premiums in Appendix No. VI. th 
I _ Office, 
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Office, and alſo in the Inquiry (Pa. 182) that there was a conſiderable 
© Quantity of Plax brought to Cork Market annually from about Chg hnakilty, 
* Skibereen and Dunmanway ; it is half hackled and fold about 6d. per 
Pound; the Quantity this Year (in 1755) is computed at Twenty Tons, 
which muſt have been the Produce of af leaſt 200 Acres, which: in that Part of 
the County they had to ſpare annually, without being mduced thereto by 
any Fremiums, this could not have eſcaped your {pet's Notice, if he did 
not deſignedly conceal what I repreſented in my Report for 1755. 


Thomas Mullins, Eſq. Foreman of the laſt Spring Grand Jury of Kerry, 
informed me, that this Scheme-of your Inſpector, for Premiums on raiſing 
Flax, was ſuch an inlet and Encouragement to Perjury, that it had given 
him the Frouble of attending ſeveral Days endeavouring to mveſtigate the 
ruth, and he found it impoſſible but that the Frauds and Ferjuries would 
be multiplied and the Meritorious excluded. This is the Scene of Perry 
which your Inſpector ſpeaks of as a Buſineſs: of great Merit (in Pa. ꝙ) of 
his Libel, where there are Claims for 11 50 Acres in Rerry; and the Frauds 
and Perjuries of Mayo are ſtill more alarming. This Scheme is calculated 
to diſipate your Funds by giving to every Cottager, joining with his Neigh- 
Hours, a Premium for fowing His httle annual Quantum of Flax Seed which 
he did without any other Encouragement than Wis own private Intereſt ; 
and Premiums, it is humbly preſumed, are and ought to be given only to 
extend or improve our Manufactures or Commerce. 


Fhe next Scheme I propoſed was £100, in Premiums, to the Twelve 
greateſt Undertakers or Flax Boors who ſhould buy the Flax on the 
Foot and prepare it for the Hackle or the Spinner, in each County of Mun- 
ger yearly, the Value of the Flax ſold to determine the Merits of the 
Claimants : This Scheme of Premiums was propoſed by me to the Board, 
and alſo in the Linen Committee, ſoon after I had viewed Scotland in 1773, 
as I found it a ſucceſsful Scheme there, and 1 fee no reaſon to alter it for 
Mr. Arbuthnot's Scheme of ten per Cent. paid to the Purchafers of green 
Flax, which would be unlimited and ſubjx& to Frauds: To ſuppoſe 
Gentlemen, or Men of Fortune, would undertake the Part of Boors or Flax- 
dreſſers in Ireland, as he propoſes, is of a Piece with his other Abfurdities ; 
there is no Water almoſt to be met with in Ireland that is not fit for wateri 
Flax, and green Flax is of ſuch a bulky heavy Quality as will not admit be- 
ing carried to any diſtant Part without Damage, and too much Expence. 
It is not to be expected that ſuch as have Oil Mills will turn Flax dreſſers. 
It is unneceſſary to repeat what I have ſaid in my firſt Letter, reipecting Iriſh 
Flax-dreſſers compared with the Foreign; I will only ſay, this Buſineſs is 


properly 


L 8 1 
properly ſuited to Flax-drefſers to became undettakers or Flax Boors: I new 


ſpeak of a Branch of the Trade that I underſtand, and in which Mr. Arbwk- 
nt appears as Ignorant as he is of Spinning fine Yarn in the French Mode. | 


The thitd Scheme which I propoſed of C100, in Hke Manner as the laſt, 
for making Spinners, as it is practiſed in giving out Worked to ſpin, 
was propoſed in my Report for 1965, and founded on the ſueceſsful Prac- 
tice, then purſued by ſame Ladies and others, to introduce the Manufacture 
in Munfter, it would alſo encourage Flax Farming, and is ſo connected with 
the Scheme of Undentakers or Flax Boors, that I wonder Mr. Arbuthinot was 
hardy enough to oppoſe it: His reaſoning on it is af a Piece with his other 


Aertions. 


The fourth Scheme I have propoſed to the amount of g in each Coun- 
ty, is to the four Perſons \who ſhall ſell the greateſt Value of. Yarn warped, 
with proper Wefts aſſorted thereto, for plain Linens, Checks, Ozenbrigs, 
or Drabs; and the fifth is {50 more, in four Premiums, to the Perſons who 
ſhall whiten or purge. the __— Number of Statute Dagens of Yarn 
Theſe two Schemes are conſidered by your Inſpector under one Head; and 
in the Scheme he propoſes in lieu of thoſe two Claſſes of Premiums he betrays 

hisTgnorance of what a arp or Chain is, as it is meant in my Schemetto-form 
a regular Manufacture in thoſe Branches enumerated by me, by afcertaininy 
the Lengths, Breadths and Quality, as is the Practice in Lancaſhire ani 
Scotland, this can be done in the Order publiſhed for ſuch:as. Claim thoſe Pre- 
miurns, to have their Warps of ſuch Number of Beers and Lengths, and the 
Wefts may be ſuited to the ſets ſo as effectually to-1mitate the ſlaying of the 
Foreign Linens, as | have ſet them out an the Scale prackiſed abroad, as appears 
by the Patterns (P. 39 to 41). I know Iam ſpeaking in an wrtnows Language 

to your Inſpector, but I apply to the Underſtanding and Experience of Ma - 
nufatturers. He ſtates Flaxen Yarn, at twelve Cutts to the Pound, as if any 
ſuch Yarn could be afforded of Flax in Ireland; and he makes out a ſuppoſed _ 

Scheme for Calculation of Premiums from two to five per Cent. which would 
induce a Eelef, that he had heen conſulting difficult Queſtions of Calcyla- 
tion with ſome Country School-mafter : There are ſo few Knots to be found in 
a Hank of Yarn, that I wonder how he could ſo far acknowledge his pro- 
Found Jgnorance as to mention the Weavers' *Knat, and more eſpecially as I 
dare aſſert he cannot diſtinguiſh between the ¶ravuent, the Sailors, or the 
common Knot be fore your Honnurnhle Bound. H you. give me leave to write 
down ten Queſtions for Calculation, ſuch as muſt arĩe on his abſurd Schemes, 
and lock him up from getting Meat or Drink until he ſolves them with Pre- 
ciſion, to decide what Sums they are intitled to for Premiums, at two, three, 


I 2 | four 


four or five per Cent. I will anſwer for it'you'll: hear no more of this:Genizes 
of an Inſpector. | | | : 917 Sine 


My Object is to. eſtabliſh a regular Manufacture fit for Exportation in 
every Branch, plain, ftrip'd, check d, or dyed ;. and your liſpector not 
knowing that it is only to be done by aſcertaining: the Warp, or even what 
the Warp is from the Weft, leaves them indiſcriminately blended together. 
It is not poſſible to extend the Manufacture in the Hands of poor People un- 
til a regular Market is eſtabliſned of Hax Farmers. and Flax-areffers,. witly the 
Spinners, Weavers, Reed-makers and Buyers of Linen, as is now in Prac- 
tice in U/fer,. other Means muſt. be purſued. in Munſter, and. thoſe Counties 
where the Manufacture is in an infant State. TE N 


It is proverbially ſaid By the Dutch, when a man fails, tat ke Rept: bad: 
Accounts; and how Mr. Arbuthnot, who kept ſuch'bad Accounts himſelf, could. 
be tempted to offer ſuch difficult Queſtions for Calculation, ariſing on every 
Warp or Weft taken out or bought by {erate Weavers, is more than.I can 
fathom.. It may however be here applied, that a. ol: may offer: a. Queſtion, 
that will require the w1!/eft Man to reſolve. DONT GOTTA 


Your Jnſpefor next lumps together the three following Schemes, three: 
Premiums to ſuch. who ſhall make the greateſt Number of Yards of Ozen- 
briggs or Drabs, according to Samples, 20: Alſo to the three. Perſons who 
ſhall make the greateſt Number of Yards of Britannias or Sileftas.for. the 
African or 8 if Frade, (20: And alſo to the greateſt Manufacturers in. 
Number of Vards of Linens or Checks for Sale in each County, ſeven Pre- 
miums amounting; to £55: yearly; which fully proves this Man's extreme 
Ignorance of every Species of Manufacture, or he could never put together 
three Branches of the Linen ſo oppoſite in Colour, Quality, and in every 
Foint of View. . TT: 


And as Subſtitutes for thoſe three Clafſes of Premmms,. your Iaſpector 
* propoſes two per Cent. on all the Yarn manufactured in the Kingdom, 
© provided the Yarn: is Flaxen Yarn, Head or Long and Long, knotted 
with the Weavers Knot, and that it be examined by the County. In/pector, 
and marked acſs the twelve Cuts of. each Haul with a. red or blue Stain of 
« Vermillion or Indigo, mixed: with. Size, and it muſt be further proved by 
the Qath ( that is the Touchſtone )'of the Manufacturer, that it was not ſold 
to any other Perſon or exported.” 


I own 
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I T own my profound Ignorance in not eomprehending how the Scheme bears 
any Reſemblance to the Three he propoſes it as a ſubſſitute for, nor do I. 
know what Purpoſe the Examination of the County Inſpector, and his mark- 
ing every Hank and Cut (were it paſſible) could Anſwer, where it: is to be 
immediately bleach'd out again; or what Purpoſe two per Cent. can Anſwer, . 
given in this Line, withoutiany Scheme in View, either of Quantity, Quality, 
Eength or Breadth.. Here your Inſpector alſo propoſes three Premiums 
to be paid'in each Market in the Kingdom, - wz. 103.—7s. 6d. and 58. 
without: aſcertaining either Length or Breadth, ſo that three Yards. of 
Bandle Cloth might get one of thefe Premiums ; which are to be adjudged by 
a a Jury. of three of the Buyers in each Market, ſubject to the controul of the In- 
ſpectors, without:appointing in any reſpect how or where. they are to be paid. 


If any of your Honourabie- Board. can ſeriouſly. read this Paragraph and not 
perceive your Inſpector ſtrongly tinged: with. the Marks of Infanity. 
or Idiotiſm, L ſhall forfeit my Pretentions to any Degree of Knowledge; 
I think: the firſt. Part anſwers. itſelf by. being. impracticable, and the latter 
requires. only. to be. lightly. noticed: He alſo tells you, that although 
Ozenbriggs and 1Britanmas- are not. mentioned in your Advertiſement, they 
are equally, attended to as the other coarſe Articles of Manufacture, by the 
Bounties you offer fbr the Varn of which they. are made; and here he men- 
tions the Samples, among. the whole of which there. is neither a Britannia or a 
Sileſia or Shock Linen, ſuch as are uſed for Printing or for export to Span, . 
 Poriugal,, or Africa; and I have. already ſo fully. demonſtrated his 
Ignorance in Manufacture, thatiI ſhall only make one obſervation on..the Market 
Cloth he mentions.(in:Pa. 22) and Bandles (in Pa. 14). lam a Stranger to 
- thoſe Manufactures he has found out among Linens; . there is a. Meaſure 
called the Bandle in the South, and. Market Cloth in Connaught, which is 
ſmall bits of: Woollen. Cloth, but in all my Searches in Writing the Repre- 
ſentation (ſee Commons Journal, Vol. XV. Pa. 396) beginning in 1542 to 
the preſent Time,. and for which I received · the moſt honourable Teſtimony 
of Approbation. in. the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons (Pa. 402.) 
© Reſolved; That: it appears that Mr. Robert Stcphen/on has been of general 
_ * Uſe to the Linen Manufacture in the Provinces of . Leinſter, . Muaunſter and 
Cunnaug he; and that the Information given. by him to the Linen Board, in 
his Reports and the annexed Repreſentation and to this Committee, has 
been of Service to the Publie: I ſay I: never: heard of ſuch Manufactures 
until: found out by this wonderful Inſpector you have adoptet. A 


Phe gth Claſs of Premiums I: propoſed} was to the ſeven:greateſt Buyers 
of Linens in each County, amounting to £55, for Linens not leſs than twen- 
ty-ſix Inches wide. * 

his 
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This Scheme having been recommended to the Board by the Houſe of 
Commons, in 1738, and by the Trading Intereſt, in 1779, and it appear» 

ing from the Reports I publiſhed, beginning in 4960 to the laft general 
Report, I made by Order of the Houſe of | Commons and your Honourable 
| Board, in 1771, that the Linen Exports of Ireland had increaſed in that 
Period more than double, viz. from 12,048,881 Yaids, ending 25th March 
1761, when thoſe County Premiums commenced tc 25,976,808 Yards, end- 
ing 25th March, 755 in ten Vears (ſee Commons Journal, Vol. XV. Page 
383.) whilſt theſe Premiums were tolerably well paid, which amazing in- 
creaſe was in great Meafure to be aſcribed to my Exertions among the 
People in the twenty-five Counties then under my Inſpection, and the Sub- 
{riptions and Spirit I raiſed in each County. How your Ixſpeclor can have 
the Effrontery to ſay it introduced Frauds where he has not pointed out 
one, and where it rendered ſo great an Advantage to the Public, or at 
the Scheme was reprobated by any Gentleman he converſed with, where 
there is ſuch Teſtimony in favour of the Scheme, and the Manner it was 
conducted is only expoſmg himſelf, and placing my Exertions in a more fa- 
vourable Point of View; ſee the Cauſe of Defect, in Commons Journal, Vol. 
XV. Pa. 40g, fully Explained ; where the Blame was jiuſtly placed at that 
Day, viz. * Reſolved, that it is the Opinion of this Committee that the 
* Claimants for Premiums have been greatly diſcouraged by Delays in 
© Payment arifing from a pretended Defficiency in the Funds. or 


Your Inſpetior's ObjeEtion to my 10th Scheme of /go for the greateſt 
Value of Stockings made by two Perſons, fees to be only becauſe 1 aim at 
increaſing the Value of the Stocking Manufacture; and he had no Occaſion to 

introduce Blarney in this Place, particularly as all his Reports and Objections 
muſt appear to any Reader who diſpaſſionately conſiders them, as a Heap of 
Rubbiſh, and what is called Blarney, a Phraſe well underſtood in freland. 


Mr. Arbuthnots Yaft Objection is to the Flax Mill in each County, where 
to mall a Sum as (22 1 58. is offered; it is for the Machinery I propoſe it, 
and not for the Building, as the Machinery is not excluded by any Act, and 
I had a Share in obtaining the Law your Hf pa lor alludes to, which was pafled 

in Conſequence of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, in 1992, (Com- 

mons Journal, Vol. XV. Pa. 403.) viz. * Reſolved, That it is the Opinion 
« of tms Committee that no Grants ought to be made by the Truſtees of the 
Linen Manufacture, for Building Manufacturers Houſes, or for repairing 
of Bleech Yards or Flax Mills.“ — 
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Your In pictr, ſo tenacious of preſerving the Fund, when offered to 5e 
applied to fie nioſt laudable Purpoſes for extending the Mantfacture, will = 
be found the greateſt Prodigal and Squanderer of it that ever appemresd 
in Boland, when T eollecł his Diſtributien thereof into one View. . 


It muſt no Doubt have been exceedingly grating to a Nag of Me: burns 
aſſumed Cœnſequenee, to find ſo mamy Scherrtes on the Books of the Board, 
and in my Reports in the Linen Office, which have rendered his Advice leſs 
important than he might otherwiſe wiſhed to have made it. He ſays truly, 
for once, (Pa. 9.) that F can't know what Schemes he has ſubmitted to 
your Conſideration, or what Converſation he has had with your Board, or 
© what Part of your Proceedings he had the good Fortune to have ſuggeſted.” 
But it is as true from the Tenor and Scop? of his Evidence in. 1774, and no 
one Scheme being propoſed, or Samples imported, to introduce any Species 


of Linen fit for Printing, to interfere with Foreigners in the Jamaica or 
Sonrhern Market, the Spaniſt or American. I can ſpeak decidedly that it ap- 


pears Mr. Arbuthnot recelves your Pay, and Works for the Germans.. I won't 
allow him to- plead Ignorance in the Printing Trade, but in every other Part: 
of the Manufacture hie appears as uninformed as he is in Commerce. 


In Page 26 of his Libel, with what pompous Ignorance does not this cir- 


euitous African Trader (et out, and admits he Trade will be a great Aquifetion 
tothe Kinzdm.when we are prepared to adopt it. Had he attended the Exa- 


mi nation at the Bar of the Britiſh Parliament in 1774, after his on Exami- 


nation was cloſed; he would have been informed by the Evidence, hat a t 
Tadia Plantation is of no- Uſe without a proper Complement of Slaves to 
Work and Manufacture the Plantation; and he would have known that ſo 
great is the Demand for Slaves, that they are ſold in Preference to ever 

other Species of Merchandize to the Planters, and command the Choice of 


their Crop in Sugar, Cotton, &c. to pay for them, and they always take 


Bills or Specie, which is procured by the Spaniſh Trade, as one Cargo of 


Slaves will load three Ships of the ſame. Burthen with Sugar, Rum, Cotton 
and Coffee; and there are many free Ports in the Meſt Indies where they 


vend their Slaves to the Sparntards, Dutch, Danes, French and Americans; 


'f Mr. Arbuthnot had recollected himſelf he certainly would have pleaded - 
Ignorance on this occaſion as he did in his Examination at the Bar of the 
Houſe of Commons in England, as in this Line what he ſays is totally Fa- 
bulous; and after all, as if conſcious he was Guilty of Miſrepreſentation, 
he tells you, he Object of your Truſt, is the Linen ManafaTure, and not well 
aſjarted- Cargoes of other Goods, He next aſks, why not give Premiums to all 
' Es, tie 
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the other Ports round the Kingdom, including Waterford, which ſhews his 


Ignorance even of the Map of the Country, although the Scheme he had 
referred to him is addreſſed only to the Nobility and Sentry of Munſter. But 
none are ſo blind as they that won't ſee; and was it not to illuſtrate this great 


Object to your Honourable Board, I ſhould leave your 1n/peftor inveloped in 


Ignorance as'I at firft found him; certain as J am he is now too old, was he 


diſpoſed thereto, to be Taught any thing to the Advantage of Ireland. 


The Eighth Letter, to the Same. 


15 ſeems Extraordinary hat your Inſpector, Mr. Arbuthnot, the /elf-ſuf- 


ficient Paragon of Pompyſity, will not agree with me even where I have 
taken up his Hobby Horſe, the Cotton Manufacture. I offer a ſmall Pre- 
mmm to ſhew its Inſignificance, compared with the Linen Manufacture, to 
Treland, and alſo to prove that wealthy Men, who are generally engaged in 
this Branch, will contend more for the Honour than the Profit got by the 
Premims ; and ſtrange as it may appear to a Mercenary like your Inſpector, 
J have ſzen the Buyers of {40,000 Value of Linens appear Claimants 
in the King's County, for three ſmall Premiums of £15. £10. and Z5. to 
County Buyers; and I have no doubt but the priicipal Manufacturers of 
Munſter would be as emulous of the Credit and Honour of employing their 
poor Inhabitants as thoſe of Leinſtor. Ro 


On your Tn/pefor General's additional Premiums, I have given my Opi- 


nion fully againſt thoſe of Hemp already; having viewed the Hemp Farm- 


ing in Lincolnſhire and Yorkſhire, T am perſuaded our Lands are not rich 
enough without high dreſſing with Dung to bring good Crops, and as I have 
obſerved that in England they make almoſt all their Sai] Cloth of Foreign 
Flax, I can't venture to give my Judgment in Oppoſition to thoſe wiſe and 
experienced Pcople. 8 IP 


The Bounty on the Exportation of our Sail Cloth was neceffary, and a 
proteting Duty at the ſame Time on Brit; Sail Cloth imported into Jre- 
land is abſolutely neceſſary, or it will be impoſſible to eſtabliſh a Sail Cloth 
Manufacture in Ireland. I ſpeak with Confidence on this Subject, as it ap- 

| e ; _ pears 


E I 
pears in the Evidence laid before Mr. Gardner's Committee on Protecting Du- 
ties, in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament (Report Pa. 47) that £105 Value of 
Sail Cloth ſhipped at Liverpool for a Houſe in Dublin, drew a Bounty of 
£13 8s. 4d. in England ; this is a Premium of about 12 per Cent. againſt 
an Frith Manufacturer, and until a Duty is laid here to Counterballance it, 
Ireland muſt relinquiſh all thoughts of extending the Sail Cloth Manufacture 
even for her own Confumption. Your Inſpector General's Ignorance appears” 
{till farther in not ſtating this to your Honourable Board. 


The Premiums of {60 each to the three Perſons who eſtabliſh and carry 
on long ſhed Spinning for one Year, at leaſt five Miles from Dublin, could 
only have been ſketched out or propoſed to your Honourable Board, by a 
Perſon who knew notiing.of the Matter, as the Operation. is and muſt be 
connected with a Sail Cloth Manufactory, as Yarn of that kind is for Warps of 
Sail Cloth. To be at the Expence of ſuch a Houſe for the Purpoſe, with- 
out making a Houſe of three Floors, viz. the Ground Floor for Looms,. 
the Middle for a ſtarching Room, to dreſs their Warps on Rollers, and the 
Third for long ſhed Spinning, and that on long Flax, as the Britiſh Act 
expreſsly enacts, 9 Geo. II. Ch. 37. the, firſt four Numbers ſhall have 
their Warps made thereof, whereas your Scheme ,is- propoſed intirely for 
Hemp. Lown I am aſtoniſhed to read ſuch daring inſults: offered to your 
Honourable Board, and this Country, as appears through all your Inſpectors * 
Schemes and Obſervations. A Man juſt emerged from another Line of Bu- 
ſineſs, who never ſaw any of thoſe great Branches of Manufacture carried on, 
and, if he did, would not underſtand what they were doing, ſpeaks and 
writes as freely as if he was addreſſing himſelf to a People totally Ignorant, 
and has had the Addreſs to prevail on your Honourable: Board even to pub- 
liſh to the World ſuch Inconſiſtencies. | 


The Sail Cloth Manufacture is a great Object, and if they withdraw their 
Bounty in Britain on Sail Cloth exported to Vreland, or we obtain a Protec 
ting Duty on Britiſi Sail Cloth imported equal to it. I can ſhew you how: 
to make it a Trade. worth { 200,000 yearly to Treland, hut to do this Flax 


and Hemp muſt be exempted from Duty on Importation. , :. 

The Whim or Bauble offering £30. £20, and io, for the twenty Pieces 
of fineſt Hempen Linen produced by each of three Claimants; if any Per- 
ſons try the Experiment, will only be for the Sake of Noveity, as I am 
certain Flaxen Linen for Shirts is far preferable in every reſpec, ;and my 
Information is confirmed in this by the Experience of England, preferring 
Flaxen Sheeting to the Ruſſia, which is ſtronger and cheaper; but they have 


1 1 J cbſerved 
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obſer ved that there is a Coldneſs appears in the Hempen Sheetirig, com- 
pared with Flaxen, which gives a Preference to the Manufacture made of 
Flax; and I have been informed the Sail Cloth made of Flax wears more 
evenly and kind, than the Hempen, and laſts longer, it is certainly preferred 
or the Eugliſi would not have made a Lawin favour of long Flax, or uſe Flax 

almoſt intirely in the Manufacture, where Hemp is generally one-halfCheaper. 
Theſe I ſhould think are cogent Reaſons why, for the preſent at leaſt, the 
Culture of Hemp ſhould not be infiſted on or attended to, and they were 

my Reaſons for leaving them out of my Scheme for Munſter. But as I am 
not ſo preſumptuous as to decide of my ſelf on ſuch great National Objects, 
J referred the final Peciſion on all Parts of the Scheme now offered, to the 
Conſideration of the Nobility and Gentry. of the Province. 


Your Inſpector has recommended a Premium of ten per Cent. on the 
Value, to be given to Printers and Dyers for one Year, commencing the iſt 
of June laſt, on all Madder, Gum, Indigo, Allum, Sugar of Lead, Fuſtick 
and Shumack, uſed and conſumed by them, without aſſigning any Reaſon 
for it. Had the Pretenſions of Claimants been reſtrained to cheapning the 
Work or improving it, there might have been an Excuſe for this laviſh Ex- 
penditure of your Fund, but no requifite is neceſſary only that they ſhall 
fwear (for that, with Mr. Arbuthnot, 1s %% Proof to obtain every thing) that 
they uſed and conſumed. thoſe Articles in their Manufacture. 


This: was no light Reſolutions of your Honourable Board to undertake fo 
great an Expence, without any Reaſon aſſigned, any Improvement or 
Acquiſion propoſed, or any Eimitation. to the Demands that may be in 


Conſequence incurred by the Board. 

View the Printing Manufacture in Britain in a loſt State, as Mr. Arbuthnot 
repreſents it (Letter 3d) where upwards of {400,000 yearly is paid, for Ma- 
terials and Labour in this Branch only, and at a reaſonable Computation we 
may ſuppoſe thoſe Materials he has brought you into this new and unneceſſary 
Encouragement of, will amount to 50, ooo in this Country for the preſent 
Year, which will bring a Demand of 5, ooo on your Fund, excluſive of 
Claims from the Dyers, withou propofing thereby the Extenſion or Im- 
provement of the Manufacture in any reſpec whatever. 


If IJ have over-rated: this: unſought and unlboked-for Premium, I ſhall 
be glad to have my Error pointed out, and ſha}l freely confeſs it; but until 
then I muſt again repeat, that this is another of the glaring Inſtances of the 
improper Uſe, your Projeftor has made of the Confidence your Honourable 
Board have repoſed in him. 5 

| all 
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I ſhall now colleq into one View the Engagements your projecting Iuſpec- 
ter has drawn you into, for the preſent year, and you will thereby Judge if 
I exaggerate or miſ-ſtate any | 8h whereby the impropriety will 'appear of 
giving Premiums at ſo much per Cent, in place of limitted Sums, which 
has been the uniform Cuſtom of this Country, introduced in Charles the Se- 


cond's Reign, for County Webbs, ſee Journals, alſo Sir William 7. emple's 
Account of thoſe Premiums, which Cuſtom was continued by your 


Board, and recommended by Mr. Prior, Sir Richard Cue, and all the 8 
Molen of this Country, that I ever heard of, until you have changed the Plan 

on this Projeftor (Mr. Arbuthnat's) Recommendation, You may ſee in your 
Books the amazing Effet {2,000 given yearly in 1 produced in 


making Ozenbriggs, from 1945 to 1750. Now View your Engagements, 
and an Eſtimate of them for this Year, 1784, as follows: 5 


You ſtand enpnaged for Flax. and Flax Seed Premiums £ 


agreed on 10th February laſt — — 2 16,0 
To County Inſpectors for. viewing that Flax a fanther, Sum 3800 
To the County Treaſurers at 23 per Cent. on £16,000.is 400 


Hemp you ſtand engaged for raiſing £1,000 to each Province 4, oo 
Making Linen of Hemp three Premiums £30. C20 & £10- 60 
A Bounty on Sail Cloth ſold to the Buſſes before the 10 
of January next 6d. every three Ells may be eſtimated at 
A Variety of Schemes depending for procuring Afhes and? 
Kelp in greater Quantities and Ferfefripn, ordered, 6.349 13 9 
12th February 1784 — CV»pmn.; 
The Aſhes Refinery under Mr. db 1 | eſtimate this? 
Year at — e 
The Demand that may acrue for e jnifhad Oil 5 


8D 0 
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500 


6d. per Gallon, and gs. Gd. per Hhd. as reſolved. on 


1,000 0 o 
1oth February laſt, [ eſtimate to require 
To ten per Cent. offered to Flax Boors or Undertakers o 
Buying and Watering Flax, I eſtimate. for this 1 500 © © 
only — — e 


Indigo, Allum, Sugar of Lead, Fuſtick and Shumack 
uſed by them, 10 per Ct. by Order of 11th M 5 1784 
To Premiums, if claimed, of 22s. 6d. in each en 


through the Kingdom, as it appears by Mr. Greer's 


To Pyers and Printers on {50,000 Value of Madder, Gum | | 
$4000 O0 0 


Enumeration of Linen Markets at preſent in fer, 4,404 8 ©. 
that they would amount to {2,202 4s. ſuppoſe for the 2 | 
whole Kingdom as many more claimed — | LD 

To 'ong ſhed Spinning if claimed — — 180 0 


0 
Carried over 42,1 94 I 9 
| To 
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Wh e ta Brought over £ 42,194 

To two, three, four, and five per Cent. on Yam accord- ] 

Ing to the Schemes publiſhed and ordered 11th May, 
1784, for one Year, ending 1ſt of June 1785, which ; 

enables Weavers, by ſelling to each other, to Claim i 
for moſt Part of the low priced Yarn that is Manu- 
factured in. Jreland, which eſtimate for Home Con- 
ſumption and Exportation to { 500, oo, and I will ſup- 

poſe they Claim for only {x00,000 at five per Cent, 
this preſent Year, which will certainly be done if the 
Weavers of Ulſter perceive the open given to them, 
as no Quantity is aſcertained by the Scheme, and all 
muſt be Flaxen Yarn, how a Pound of Flax 1s 
more valuable than a Hank of Yarn of aPound ke ond, 
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To Mr. Arbuthnot's Sallary and Houſe, 5 wow! 


Contingent Charges, as may appear on Examination} 
for Ditto on his Houſe and elſewhere | 
To twenty-eight County Inſpectors according to hn * 
laft Seſſions at 4.40 each — 
To Mr. Greer for Ulſter Sallary, Sc. — 400 


To extraordinary Expences for Inſpector's, Treafurers, &c. 500 


To Utenſils to be diſtributed to the n Counties — 
cording to Act of Parliament 

To five per Cent. on Sale of Cotton and Fancy Goods“ 

you ſtand engaged for ſuppoſe only 6 

To Seals to be cut for this 8 ſuppoſe a as for laſt, f 

moſtly for Ulſter 

To purchaſe Reels for ee Leinfter and Munſter as 
by Acc of laſt Seſſions * 10 Mr. Arbuthnot' 5 
diſtribution — 


To Artificer's and Tradeſmen, , ſuppoſed the lame as“ - 
expended laſt Year — \ * 
Law Expences, ſuppoſed as laſt . Vear — — 493 
Printing and Stationary ſuppoſed the ſame as haſt Year 496 
Rents and Faxes — — 213 
Contingences, ſuppoſed the ſame as laſt Y Year — 1,122 


3,00 


1,120 


3, 00 
25000 N 


£00 


2,000: 


O9 00 © 
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To farther Engagements for Cotton Machinery 
To the Officers and Clerks  —_— the Linen Mg 
"_ Sc. Ec. 2 — 


[66,301 16 
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If your Hmourable Board are not rendered Bankrupts by theſe Schemes, 
(a great Part of which you have been led into by Mr. Arbuthnot ſince T ad- 
dreſſed the Scheme to Munſter) I ſhall conſider your Funds as inexhauſtible : 
There are other Demands that can't be enumerated, which I omit ſtating. 

In this enormous Sum, for which you. ſtand engaged, there is not a Shil- 
ling propoſed for Encouragement of Spinning, Weaving, Manufacturing, 
Buying, Bleaching, or Exporting Linens of any Sort, or for improving the 
Species or enlarging the Quantity; and I again ſay, the only Protection 
your Honourable Board have againſt enormous Demands, and being involved 
in Debt, is the undigeſted Manner in which thoſe Schemes are thrown. 
before the Public by your Laſpector General, in his ſingle Sheets, and generally 
without any Signature to authenticate or give them Credibility. 


I humbly ſubnut this as a ſufficient Reaſon offered to the Nobility and. 
Gentry of Munſter to withdraw themſelves from a nominal Participation of 
ſuch Profuſion of the Public Money, without meaning, or hopes of Succeſs, 
whereby their Province is neglected, and their diſtreſſed Inhabitants flying 


to other Countries in queſt of Employment, that might be fully provided 
at Home. : 


I once more, with all due reſpect and deference, call on. your. Honourable 
Board to View this Statement, ſee the tendency, and let your Iuſpector Gene- 
ral's unfounded. Repreſentations be examined throughout the three Provinces, 
and Truth will convince you, if farther Conviction be neceſſary, that this: 
Man was placed among you by a fareign /ntereft that coald intend no Ad-- 
vantage to this Country. oh 


The Ninth Letter to the Same. 


ö HE Singularity of your I/peftor's Arguments in (pa. 28) of his Libel, 

againſt looking for an Export, until the home Demand is fully ſup- 

plied, is undeſerving an. Anſwer, and the Effect produced by the Bounty on 
Corn, after a Famine in England, evinces the Abſurdity of it. Sicily (for- 
merly the Granary of Rome) often Experiences all the Miſeries of Want, by 


being 


1 


being deprived of a Free Export for her Corn, and you require an Export ts 
encourage a Manufacture of any Sort to ſupply the Home Conſumption. = 
But your Miſe Inſpeftor thinks a Bounty may diſtrabt both attention and Capital 
From the Home Supply, See (pa. 28 of has Libel.) 1 | 
He next propoſes to Point all the Encouragement to the Home Market, and the 
Duality of the Goods as the maſt Eſſential. I believe it will be allowed that the 
Buyers will take Care of the Quality for the Home Market if the Goods 
can be procured. He next proceeds to She that permanency in Syſtem gives 
Eitouragerient, and recommends continuing your preſent Syſtem of Flax 
Premiums, Yarn Warehouſes and making Aſhes, and not to put any of 
the Fund under Reſtriction as to Provinces; notwithſtanding the Experi- 
ence of the laſt four Years ſhew that the Scheme of Flax Premiums offered 
to Munſter, , will not invite many-of the People to raiſe Flax. 
I T ſhall refer your Honourable Board to the laſt Letter, to ſee how your Fund 
is likely to be ſwallowed up by this Projeftor's Schemes. Altho' I know that 
Munſter does not yet Poſſeſs one Tenth part of the Cotton Manufactures 
that Leinſter or Ulſter do, I ſhall by no means recommend to Munſter 
relinquiſhing the Cotton, on attaching herſelf more to the Linen: I am for 
Munſter ſtraining every Nerve to Employ her People in the Linen, Woollen, 
and Cotton, and to take up every Branch of Manufacture that her Rich Ma- 
terials (now moſtly exported) lead to; and by doing ſo I am certain I ſhall 
excite no Jealouſizs or Diſcontents, except in ſuch little uninformed Minds as 
your 1nſpettor's, who apparently fears his Employment may be in Danger, 
when his Conduct and Schemes are ſet in Competition with thoſe J have and 
ſhall offer, # I 5 
Mr. Arbuthnot next ſtates what he calls a Fact, as the actual Diſtribution 
of the Fund laſt Year, Ending 25th March 1784, which ſhall be placed 
with others of his pretended Facts, and he concludes that if my Pro- 
poſal be adopted Munſter muſt be excluded from every Encourage- 
ment offered for the other Provinces. But Certainly Mr. Arburhnot will not 
adviſe your Honorable Board to refuſe a diſtributive Share of the Fund 
to Munſter, as the Scheme propoſed in the preſent Addreſs to Munſter, which 
has given your Iaſpector ſo much Uneaſineſs and trouble to Object to, is 
only for {.4546 los. which leaves a very conſiderable Share of your Fund 


undiſpoſed of for other purpoſes. | 
The Obſervation I made under the Candidates for Flax Premiums is 

verified at the laſt Spring Aſſizes, as in the Six Counties of Munſter, there 

were only 20 Claimants for Flax Premiums laft Year, and the whole Flax 

claimed is only 62 A. 2R. r6P. ſo that Without going into the Province, 

Lean tell better what they are doing than this md Inſpeftor, who ſays 

he was arnong them, but the. Truth appears that he 1s ſo totally Ignoran bt 
ie 


1 


the different Operations of the Manufacture, that it is impoſſible for him to 
collect Knowledge, and he is too late in Life to handle a Strick of Flax, or 
take the Shuttle in his Hand, to qualify him to ſpeak or write on thoſe 
ſubjects he has ſo unwiſely introduced. The Progreſs of this Manufacture 
has been my Study many Years, fo long that in 1754 1 wrote the 
firſt Treatiſe on it, which was favourably received by the Lines Beard, 
I was afterwards prevatled on by them to deſert my Buſineſs as æ Merchant, 
to view the Country the Year following, when I made a Report that 
was printed, the Manuſeript Copy of which is in the Linen Office and is 
referred to in theſe Letters. I afterwards engaged to carry into Exeeution 
the Scheme I had propoſed of Public Markets, and if your Inſpector will 
read my Reports in the Linen Office, and the good Opinion entertained of 
me by the Houſe of Commons, “ in their Reſolution, Vol. 14, pa. 714 he 
will find I have no Occaſion to retract any Arguments I there advanced, 
and I wilt affert, that had I ſtated half the unfounded Stuff that is contained. 
in any one of Mr. Arbuthnot's Reports, or even one of his pretended Facts, 
which I ſhall now lay before you, I ſhould have been deſervedly diſmiſſed. 
with Ifany. | | ** 

In (pa. 70 long Report) he ſays, having collected all the Facts, he Ke 
himſelf that he will nat miſlead the Board; and he gives a general Review, 
as he calls it, of all the different Species of Goods manufactured in. Lemſter, 

Munfler and Connaught, to the Amount of C. 1,188,949 19s. 7d. in (pa. 83.) 

This is one of your Inſpector (Mr. Arbuthnot's) ſtatement of Facts and on 


— _. a_.; —_ * 
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*Conimons Journal Vol. 14, pa. 714. . Saturday, 18th May 1771. 
% Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that an Inſpector or In- 
« ſpectors ſhould be now appointed, to go, during the enſuing Summer, to the ſeveral 
Parts of this Kingdom, and to view and examine, particularly, how the ſeveral 
« Sums and Salaries, granted by the Linen Board, from the 2d of March, 17:8, to the 
« 25th of Aarch 1771, for the Promotion or Encouragement of the Linen Manufac- 
ture, have been expended; and what Benefit has accrued to the Public, and te 
ce the ſaid Manufacture, from the Work done by the ſeveral Perſons to whom ſuch 
e Sums have been ſo granted, in Order that each Inſpector or Inſpectors may be pre- 
<-pared to give an exact Account of the ſame to the Houſe, in the next Seſſions of Par- 
& liament | ED | 1 
| + KReſolved, That it is to the Opinion of this Committee that Mr. Robert Stephenſon 
is a proper Perſon to be employed as an Inſpector upon this Occaſion.“ | 


+ The Report I undi in conſequence of the above Reſolution; is a deſeriptive Via of each 


County in Ireland; which I propoſe publiſbing at a future Day, with an account of ſuch. 
Manufactures as are beſt Suited tb them reſpetiively, 


reading 


. 


reading his long Report, from (pa. 70 to pa. 83) it will appear he is not 
intitled to any Degree of Credit for his amazing Piece of Information given 


with a View to miſlead your Honourable Board and the Public. 


In long Report (Pa. 80) Mr. Arbuthnot Rates as a Fact taken from the 
Cuſtom-Houſe Books, the export of Yarn in the Year, from 25 of March 


1782 to the 17th of March 1783, as 


follows; and the true Return is here 


contraſted with it, ſigned by the proper Officer, to ſhew the wicked Purpoſe 
for which this falſe Return was made by your Inſpe&tor. 


Mr. AzzuTHNoT's Return, made with an + 
Intention to conceal the real Quantity and: 
rate it greatly above the intrinſic Value, 


ending 17th March, 1783 : 


NE "POP OE 8 


* 


0 
a #35. oy 4. . (6 
ee 499910 * % % * * 


| Cwt. ; Qrs| IÞ. 

From Dublin EW: | 10,154 2 10 
ä Ditto to Scotland | 1,261 2] 5 

| Drogheda 1 4,848 1 15 
Sligo — 1 277 ; 25 
Killibegs - | 161] of 15 

| 16703) of 14 

— | on 1 


Eftimated by him at | 
81. 10s. per Fd. $1141.95 tr 3 
Amount — | 


-. (. 4 OOTY OT . . 4 . . 6 - ( TIT . . . .. GD [4 * 4 


An Account of the Quantity and Value of 
Linen Yarn exported from the Kingdom of 
Ireland for the Years ending 25th of March 
1783, diſtinguiſhing the Ports from whence 
exported: | . 


a. 


. Lipen Yarn. 
© TIO Wt. Ib 
'S | Ballyraine - | 384] o| 8 
S Belfaſt - - } Foq 2125 
© |Coleraie —- ] B78 5] 5 
2 [ Donaghadee = | 3120 
Drogheda 4,848 1]i5 
4 [Dublin - 1,416 ofi5 
= | Killibegs - | 161] oſi5] 
do | Londonderry [17 274] 2|15 
S INewry -- 4 31 5 
S Sligo - = - 277] 1425 
2 Strangſord - 316125 
8 Total 135,812] 323 


Jonn WeTHERALL, 
Ex. Aſſiſtant. 


Mr. Arbuthnot proceeds thus: This I fate as a Matter of Faf, though it 


Trade, vu fermed their Ideas from the 
of Sligo, Mayo, Sc. 


Falls far Short of the Calculation J received frem Gentlemen very converſant in the 


Quantity of Yarn ſpun m the Counties 


Mr. Artluthnot had two great Objects in View by this falſe Statement, the firft 
was to leſſen the Quantity of Linen Yarne xported more than half, where the 
Duty is paid, and the trading Intereſt are certain a very large Quantity goes 
from the Out-Ports without paying Duty; and Mr. Arbuthnot's Valuation of 

the Yarn exported at / 8 10s. per Hundred, in Place of /, the Valuation by 


the 
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the proper Officer, is to anſweg the ſame virtuous Purpoſes in favour of his 


Friends abroad. If Credit was to be given to his Statement, the Quantity 
of Yarn exported could not be conſidered an Object of ſuch great Impor- 
ance as to interfere with, or Linen Manufacture, as it evidently does at 
preſent, and if we were paid £8 10s. per. 1 our Varn, it could 
not admit of being improved Cent. per Cent. by Veaving, Bleaching, Se. 
in Vreland, unleſs where printed, and in that Caſe it appears Yarn may receive 
a ten- fold Improvement. Thus Mr. Arbutliuot Tours, by this falſe 
Statement to preſerve the Exportation of our. Linen, Yarn for rival Manu- 
facturers in Britain, and to ſecure to them and the Germans all the 
Markets in the World for their Linens, c. by keeping our Linen Yarn con- 
ſtantly up to ſucha rack Price that will prevent aur Manufacturers and Wea- 
vers from being employed in any low, priced Branches of the Manufacture 
for Exportation., _ - 3 F 
His laſt Statement of what he calls a Fact, (in Pa. go of his Libeh) ig 
contraſted with the Returns of your Secretary of the Diſburſements in the 


„„ „ % 5 5 
Mr. Arbuthnot ſtates as a Racy (infer actually received, 4 9914 12 15 
that for the Year, ending J Ullten — 1.7 43 

, © PMunſter — 104 17 35 


25th of March, DIR Connaught — 63,263 1 


. ws 129,537 16 14 

The Particulars of thoſe Niſburſements as made by your, Secretary are as 

follow, % J tem wes wag 
Payments mage by the Truſtees of the Liuen Manufacture for one Yeas,, ending: 

Lady-Day, 1784: RE OS 

Officers and Servants = 25 1 4; 

Law Expences — 493 4 84 

Printer and Stationer 495 2 hb 

Tradeſmen and Artificerrs 6, 462 9. & 

Rents and Taxes — e 

Incidents — 1,14 10 

Refinery for Agnes — Fohhn 
Ferre ls Go gs 
ie 300 To 1 [get 

_ - 200.15 0 
— 6}, 18 4 


Utenſils — ö 


5 1 14 4 1 |] 4 1 ] 1 


Carried over {22,077 18 55 
3 | Brought _ 


3 13 


4 — 


Brought over {22,077 18 5h 


Lie- — 7's 
PTR. © Rs 1 ] Uifter „„ 
dessau S fe 
Hits Connaught — 920 9 838 
RD. RES WRIT 0 -0N 
; Be! — — 689 14 2 
Premiums on Aſhes Tn * 2 Ns 
Connaught —. d 8 
3 3 : 3 — 2,164 17 11 
Bounty to a Bleach Green in Munſter, an old Gant 500 0 0 
Bleachers Sallary in — old Grant — 15 0. 0 
3 Leinſter — 6 
e Ce = = R + : | 
Sale of Cottons J Ulfter — 5 
'S . | TEE Y 5 1,438 11 97 
Printed Linens exported L e inſter 8 3 3 
Cutting new Seals, moſtl 7 U | 496 3 4 
Apprentice Fees to Cotton Manufacture Munſter | | 600. © © 


129,537 16 14 


Upon what Principle Mr. Arbuthnot has ſtated the Charge of £1,094 17 34 
paid to Munſter, ] leave to the Reader. When your Honourable Board exa- 
mines how great a Part of the Uten ſils were granted for Cotton Machinery, 

I have no doubt of your acceding to my Poſition, that the Linen Ma- 
nufacture has been deſerted, and the Additicy of County InſpeRors 
by the Linen Bill of laſt Seſſions, will enhance the Sum paid to Officers and 
Bervants greatly; when the Claims for the different unlimited Schemes 
that Mr. Arbuthuot has advertiſed in Addition to thoſe depending for laſt 
Year, come in Courle of Payment, it can admit of no doubt that you will 
be greatly indebt to the Public. | 1 N 


I ſhall make a few Comments on the Diſburſements of laſt Year : It 
is plain that Officers and Servants, Buildings, Aſhes, Flax and Flax Seed, 
and the Cctton Manufacture, have ſwept away the Fund, and left little or 
nothing for the Er.coaragement of the Linen Manufacture. 2 


The 


2 
The Memorial of the Nobility and Gentry of Munſter is ſupported in 
ſtronger Language by. this Return of your Secretary, than any thing I could 
offer on the Occaſion, it ſeems to lead to a general Reform in the Diſ— 
tribution of your Rund, as the Linen Markets of Dublin are decreaſing very 
much, and the coarſe Manufactures of thoſe three Provinces, Leinſter, Mun- 
fer and Connaught, which formerly made a conſiderable Part of our Exports, 
are likely to be totally loſt by the inordinate Demands for our coarſe Yarn: 


5 TA OS : 


quence of adopting the Lime Bleaching. 


It is fomewhat Extraordinary, to find this arrogant proud Stranger, for juſtly: 
he may be ſo called, come into this Country, (where we are remarkable for 
carrying the Art of Bleaching to a higher Degree of Perfection, than the 
World ever produced before) and tho' uninformed in every Branch of the 
Manufacture, who never even ſaw one of our Bleach Yards, where Colours 
are made to perfection, yet writes as freely and. makes Compariſons between 
our Practice and the Foreigners, whoſe Practice, I take upon me to aſſert, 
(from what has fallen from his Pen) he is totally unacquainted with; 
ſuch are his aſſertions, pretended Facts, and Diſplay of Igmorance, that 
he ſeems to delight moſt in — thoſe things he knows leaſt of: A 

| 2 4. ; & „ any | 
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any of the Bleachers. ef Ui/ter- who read his wdeſeriptioh of Mr. ZD * 
Proceſs in Bleaching his coarſe Sheetings and Dowlas, will tell ybu truly, 
what this ſpear Calls Bleaching is only 2 Preparation for the Bous, Rub- 
bing, &. to give them that beautiful Hue and Bloom they have arrived 
at in Der, that even furpaſſes the whiteſt Diſplay of Nature. This 
pretended Judge of Bleaching: tells us, 48 a piece of great Merit, thut 
Mr. Howes neither ufes Rubbifig Boards, Beetling Engines or Sburs, and 
any Judge of the Practice may thereby decide on his Knowledge of the 
Proceſs in Bleaching. Mr. Clarke, in his Evidence, in the Right 
Honoutable Mr. Foſter's Committee and Report, on the Linen Trade, in 
December 1581, (pa. J) ſtates as Part of his Evidence, the Converſation ſie 
had with Mr. John Arbuthnotof Eg lami, who he reprofents as a great Mater of all 
Matters reſpecting the Linen Bufme/s, Prmimg, and Bleaching, and from 
this Information of Mr. Arbuthnot's, artd ſome few Experiments made by Mr. 
Clarke, he ſays, that all-the oily Parttches are more thhroughly taken ont by Lime 
Bleaching than by Afars, and the Linen Bleached with Lime is ras x9 a batter 
State to abſorb the Dyes for Printing; Nr. Clarke proceeds, in his Evidence, 
and States a Calculation in the ſame Report (pa. 390), and thews'the ſaving, 
that may be made to this Country by Bleathing with Lime, of n 
leſs than :{,. $1,986 g. in time of Vr, and . 54, 25) 10s. in time of 
Peace, Thus we find your Inſpector, Mr. Arbahnot, was exerting his 
beſt endeavours, at that early Period, to bring our Bleaching into Diigrace 
in the Brit/h and all foreign Markets, to the utter Ruin and Diſtruction of 
our Trade, and the purſuit of this Advice, was for ſome Years, productive 
of general Miſchief and Diſcredit to the Linen Manufacture of Ireland. 


We need not be ſurpriſed to fee Mr. Arbwehavr diſery and repro- 


4 bate all our Machinery, ſuch as Waftimg Mills, Rubbing Boards, and, 


 Beetling Engines with Sowurs or ſtrong Leys, thereby to bring us on a par with 


” — 
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* Mr. Arbuthnot, by reading Louis Crommelin's Effay, in 1705, and my Obſerva- 
tions on that Eflay, in the Inquiry publiſhed in 1757, will find the Board were fully 
informed of all the French and Flemiſb Modes of Working, and various Experiments 
made with all Sorts of Flax Seed, Flax and Spinning; alſo in Weaving and Bleach- 

ing with and without the Modern Machinery; and to enter ee ee at 
this Day, of the Aﬀertions and Folly of an uninformed Man, would be only 
engaging the Time of the Reader to inſtruct hin. 1 

Louis Crommlin gives the Demenſions of the Cambrick, Linen and Sail Cloth 
Looms, alfo the Flax-dreſſets Tools uſed in Holldaud,' Flanders aud France, all of 
which have been greatly improved in Britain and Ireland: it appears the Iriſh 


|  Breake and Clove were then in uſe here, and they are cheaper and preferable to the 
Dutch fining Engine for Flax. | 


thoſe 


F: 46 1 


F i de u whereby we fave Labour, and 
ing THis Country more on an Fquality with their cheap Hiving, and low 
oath a dt. , ny RE 


_ thife Prefers Wh Have d falls for Mills 


, 


Hud Mr. Arbithntt, in any Place, pes A. Detail of his Tour on the 
Cörttinent of Europe, and compared the Value of Lands, the Expence of 
Prowifions, Labour, ard CIdar WS ' the Value of a Cabbin; and the Inr- 
plements Uſed, ſuch as Wheels, Reels, Looms, Hackles, &c. with thoſe 
in Uſe here, and the preſent Expences of the Iriſh, ſuch as he has ſeen 

trough thoſe parts of the three Provinces of Leinſter, Munſter and Connaught, 
with the Prices given to the Workmen in the ſevetal Parts of the Manufacture, 
he might have given us an apportunity-of Judging how far the Linen Manu- 
facturè is or is not an *Obje& worth puttuing, ſet in Competition with the 
|  Gotton and Woollen Manufacture. But your Inſpector is not a Man of 

- Obſervation, Experience, or Knowledge in any of thoſe Departments, or it 
Would have been impoſſible for Him to paſs from Ahh to Sligo, through 
the County of Ryſcommoy, remarkable for producing che beſt Flax, coarſe 
Farn, and Spiinets to make Sheetings and Do) las, in the World; as he tells 
you in (pa. 13 long Report), hut Fir paſfed through that charming County with 
out ſeeing any thing which related to Manufaftures. He ſeems to be ſuch a 
Traveller as runs no Hazard of being taken & 44s Sy, . d 7p. 


the Suſpicions he has raiſed among our Jealous Weavers in the Liberty 
Tt ſeems pretty Clear, that he was the fole or prineipal Cauſe of 
all the Damages created in this Couritry by Lime Bleaching, in Conſequence: | 
of the Advice he gave to Mr. Jo Clarke, which Mr. Clarke, by his Atten- 
tion and purſuit of, and the great proſpe& of Gain to. Individuals, was but 
too ſueceſsful in promoting in Uſer, , by the Influence his reaſoning.had on 
your Hynnrable Byard, and the Bleachers there. I have been the more patti-- 
cular on this Subject, as it throws ſome farther lights on Mr. Arbuthnot's. 
Hiſtory about the Oil and N in Britiſh, and Iriſh Flax and: 
Parliament with when at their Bar. 


M. Arbuthwt, in Pa, 52 of his Libel) ſpeaks 7 9 L 
the patchy Colonies or Settlements as negefſary Objects i 155 AJ 
ver had ſuch 


ot propoſing 


ſueceſsfully in Clare, at Loughrea, in the Counties of Mayo, Galway, and in 
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various other Places, where Linens, fit for Exportation, was unknown to 
the poor Cottagers before I went among them. The Scheme of making 
Settlements, and gathering all Tradeſmen into Towns, and leaving the 
Country totally to Farmers, is one of the 3 Abſurdities of Young, the 
compeer Tour-H'riter of Mr. Arbuthnot, whom I firſt had the honour to 
meet in Company in London with this Genius of an Inſpector General, who 
ſince that Time, in 1776, retends to have become ſuch an Adept in the 
Knowledge of all Trades, Manifactures and Commerce. | 


* Your Inſpector General has not been an idle Spectator, whilſt a Rage for 
Addrefling has prevailed. He was ſo fortunate. as to procure one to him- 
ſelf, at a Meeting in the Kis County, to Compliment him on their great 

Expectations from a Man of his diſtinguiſhed Charafter being ſent among 
rhein; that they hoped, from his Mode of reaſoning, and by Means of his 
Nyftrums, he would convert the Flax of their County into a finer Quality, 
get them all new Reels and J/hreels, and make their Looms, as he had done 

e Jennies and other Cotton Machinery, move without putting the People 
to the Trouble of attending, ſo as to be able to enlarge his next Eſtimates 
of the wonderful improved and proſperous Situation of /rel/and. 


Thus ſucceſsful, on his own Account, he had a deſire to try and obtain 
unlooked-for Compliments for ſome of your Honourable Board, which, at that 
Time, ſeemed to be his peculiar Object and ſtudy to procure. For that 
Purpoſe, through his Journeyman Linen Weaver, who gave him ſuch wonder- 
ful Information about the Trade of Dublin (in long Report, Pa. 82) he in- 
vited to his Houſe, entertained at Times about a Hundred of thoſe 
Poor induftrious Weavers, and when he had, as he imagined, fully 
prepared a Number to carry his Point, he gave a grand Enter- 
tainment to them in Marrew-bone-lane, in the Liberty, where, after quaffing 
off plentiful Bowls of /moking Ii, hiſky, he reſolved to put his Scheme in 
Execution, by obtaining their Signature or Mark (for mo} of them could not 
write) to a pocket Addreſs, which he had prepared to reprobate all Protefting 
Duties, and extol ſuch and ſuch Gentlemen only as oppoſed them in whatever 
Shape they appeared. Thoſe poor but /pirited Weavers, in the Linen and 
Cotton Branches, had not dipped ſo deep in the Bowl, but that they retained 
ſome Share of Underſtanding ;' they ſaw he wanted to make them believe 
their Inteteſts claſhed with all other Manufactures in Ireland, and that they 
ought to attend to their private Intereſts regardleſs of the Public : They 
ſpurned at his Addreſs, and left him to pay for the V hiſtey and Enter- 
tainment, whish was treating him with i hilar than his inſidious At- 
tempt againſt” the Manufactures and Commerce of this Country merited. 


o 
FP ;, 


James 
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Fac Kelly, 22 2 and Robert Graham, three of the 7+ Pans | 
in a truly ſ ſbiritedſt le, publiſhed the whole Tranſaction the 26th of u 
- laſt, which your In cava, Mr. Arbuthmot, never dared to contradict, | 


His next scheme was to ſhut us out of. the n and moſt n 
Branches of Printing and Dying, by preventing the Uſe of the cheaper 
Dyes being uſed, ſuch as Logwood, Brazil: tto and many other Sorts of Dye 
Stuffs uſed for dying Packing, coarſe Tickens, Sc. and for this Purpoſe he 
calls to his Aid Sertficates and Petitions ( ſee Libel Pa. 15) from Men whoſe 
Inforamtion, reſpecting the Demands of Foreign Commerce, are as confined 
as his own. It muſt be allowed, if we propoſe Meeting other Nations with 
Chequers and Prints, we muſt bring our Goods as low in 1 Price, and of 
equal Lengths and Breadths to ſuit the Markets. „5 3 LOA 


* J ſhall quit your Inſpettor for a Moment to lay before you i 
Proofs in Support of a n Duty on Linen Yarn be and other 


Matters, 


＋— — . 


-, F N 
** . 


* Mr. George Holmes in Mr. Foſter's Liga Committee ( page 5. A in "Dn 
ber 1781,) ſays, There are two Sorts of Calendars; a C ylender, and.a Common 
© Box one; he knows but of four in Dublin that do Bulinels in Linen, Mr. Fuller's, 
Mr. M Donnell's, Mr. Kilſey's and his own; he ſays they never have full Buſi- 
© neſs the Year round; that Two would be ſufficient now, and Three would have 
« done all the Bufineſs of either the preceding Years; he «ſays the Orders from 
England have raiſed the Price of Yarn uſed. in Sheeting and Dowlas, and this raifes. 

« thoſe Linens ſo as to render them too dear; — Thoſe Orders raiſed the Varn x5per. 
© Cent in the preceeding Month of January 1781, that being the Time of Year _— 5 
© the Manchefler Peoples Demand comes. 

Mr. Hamil, (page 9 ſame Committee) Propoſed, 6 That a Davy ſhould be: ils an. | 
© Yarn when it ariſes to ſuch a Price as to endanger a Scarcity, in "the Nature of the 
Corn Premium..“ 

Page 17) Same Report, © Robert Stephenſon repreſented to them that fore Diſcow g 
* ragement oupht to be thrown in the way of the Exportation of Yam.” . _ 

That Ruffia never Exports any Yarn, it is Death there to take any Yar « out of | 

« the Country. And at ſame time recommended, chat as * ee in Deter, : 
the Duty on its Export fhould advance,” wy 

Recommended the Encoyragement of Spinning Houſes as is che prafice. in 

«© Scotland; and ſaid there were 26 in Glaſogw in 1973. 15 

© Alſo recomended Yarn Ware. Houſes, ſuch as are in Mancheſter, where every 

Weaver can get the Yarn for- uy Species of Linen or W ready Sore d and; : 
Warped. br 

Men! inaperichced'] in Trade and ManifaQuees, muſt 3 A wonderfal gf Opi- 
nion of their own Abilities, who oppoſe their Sentiments to thoſe plain and Demon- 


ſtrative 


W 
Matters, as I wiſh to bring ſome Gentlemen to ſee this Buſineſs in its true 
Light, and to perſuade them to take an active Share in obtaining a Regula- 


D — 
——— — - — 
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ſtrative Arguments; the Evidence of laſt Seſſions on Teng Pee are full of 
the ſame Arguments. See thoſe of Mr. Hamil, Mr. Ogi, Mr. Blackhall, Mr. 
Fitzpatrick, Mr. Carlton and others, on Yarn and Sail Cloth. | 
Nabart Stephenſon's Propoſitions: to aſſiſt the Linen Trade of Jrelund, (in the 
Houſe, of Commons Report rith of February, 1774,): are in the wands: following: 
Linen Yarn, being a. Material that generally; improves to at leaſt double the Value in 
© all Branches of the Manufacture, when. woven into Linen and exported, finiſhed, to 
© Britain or elſewhere, he ponds it is neceſſary that a Reſtraint: be ſo far laid on 
©the- Export thereof, as fully to ſupply the Home Manufacture at all Times on rea- 
< ſonable Terms; the want of this Reſtraint in his Opinion, enables the Foreigners 
©to take the lead in the Linen Markets of Great Britain and in all Foreign Dominions, 
< mhen the, Demands for this Material exceeds the Price that the Weavers, Draperg 
and Merchants of Ireland can afford from their demands for Linen, and gives a par- 
© tial and improper Advantage to the Flax Farmers and Spinners over the other three 
© Denominations of Men, -greatly to the Diſadvantage of this Kingdom. And when 
< a Line ſhall be drawn with reſpect to the Export of Yarn; the Point to fix à Reſtraint 
< at, will materially depend on. the probability of lowering the Price of Flax, as a 
« ſufficient Allowance muft always be made to the Flax Farmer and Spinner to encour- 
age them to go on, the coarſer the Manufacture, the greater Share the Material 
+ makes in the Value, and the high Price of Iriſb Flax leaves the Foreigners; in full 
FPoſſeſſion of the coarſer or lower Branches, in demand hrough molt of Europe, 
Fo encourage all Labourers or, Tradeſmen whatever to be 88 the Knowledge 
© of Weaving, as he is informed is the Caſe in Germany, by which Means Weaving 
© may be greatly lowered in Price, and this may be done at a moderate Expence by 
different Methods. F . | 9 5 
To prohibit the wear of Muſlins, Callicoes and all India Manufactures in re- 


and, and this would encourage and-improve the Lawn and aſſiſt the fine Linen Ma- 
nufacture.“ f | 5 | 7 55 | | | 2 | 
_ © ToſubjeR Kelp of the Produce of Ireland when it exceeds forty Shillings-pes Ton 
at Mapket for Exportation to fix-pence per Hundred Duty 8 
Heis of Opinion it is abſolutely neceſſary in the preſent Circumſtances of this 
< Kingdom to lock for other Markets for the Linen Manufacture, with this View: to 
give an Intereft in acquiring a. thorough Knowledge of the demands of Spain, Por- 
* tupal and afl Foreign Cbuntries, a Bounty of 5 her Yard or mere gran- 
ted in Ireland on all Linens, Checks and Cottons, Brown er White, printed, 1005 5 
a ted, ſtained or dyed, and exported immediately ta thoſe different Foreign Countries 
would operate powefully.“ | 2 | 5 
_ © Fhe Linen Manufattures Hitherto introduced into [reland ate generally ſuited to 
the Britiſh Confumption and Markets only, and when the Supply of Spain, Party- 
* gal and other Foreign Dominions are in Cautemglatian, Linens may, he made ſuited to 


their 


. 


ting Duty. I do not defpair of it, when I review the Difficulties I ehcbun- 
tered in obtaining the Bounty on our Linens exported ffom Freland immediate. 
ly fo Foreign Countries. I had ſtated the Neceſſity of this Bounty in my Evi- 
dence to the Committee of Parliament, in 1758, and every ſucceeding Seſ- 
ſion J ſolicited them and your Homurable Board ts apply for it. There 
was always Objections made—the want of a Fund te pay the Bounty 
the diſobliging of England the Intereſts of the Zactors and Merchanis of 
Dublin, ard ſome of the Drapers in the fine Trads in Ufer *, in their Op̃i- 
nions claſhed with it; the G Fats, Shuppiny Drapfis, and Export Merchants 
of England, were unanimouſly againſt it: notwithſtanding all thoſe Diffi- 
culties, by the ſpirited Exertions of a Right Honorable Gehlemani; who was 
long of an oppoſite Opinion, this Bounty was obtained in 1580; which is 
now ſo univerſally approved; and I will be bold to affert, that great as it 
appears at this Day, it is not of one-tenth Part that Magnitude and Confe- 
quence to Ireland that a regulating Duty on Linen Yarn exported would 
produce; a regulating Duty is the only Means by which the Einen Trade 
can be ſecured to Ireland; and I do hope tb fee all the Opponents t6 this 
great national Buſineſs fully convinced of the Neceſſity of the Meaſure, 
which will redound more to the Advantage of this Country, than all the 
Acts lately obtained in favour of the Linen Manufacture. I once more 
intreat your Honourable Board to avoid thoſe baneful and poiſomus Councils 
of your Inſpector General. SORE; 5 77-00 | 


Iſhall cloſe this Letter with a Compariſon between your 2ypedtir and a 
Mr. Omar, who muft be in the Remembrance of many of your Hymourable” 
Board. He was brought into this Country as an Engineer to ſuperintend 
Canals, and for other great Objes, that the por Iriſh would not be allowed 
to judge of. 1 : TF 


Mr. Omar, after projecting many Years, and diſſipating the Fund 
of the Navigation Board, avoided bringing | any one Canal to be of 
Uſe, pleading in Excuſe, ſimilar to Mr. Arbuiſinot, that they were 


—_— ld 


do "OF oe * — : 
F _ — a = 
= * . - . . 


their different demands, in Imitation of. the Foreign in reſpect to Thinneſs or Sub- 
« ſtance, Lengths and Breadths, and with proper Attention and Encouragement this 
Country may then ſhare conſiderably in the Foreign Trade. OE 
In Order ſtill further to promote a Cortefponderice with Spain, and, a greater 
Vent and Sale for 1r:/5 Linens, their Demands being deemed the molt extenſive and 
profitable in Europe; a Currency given to their Milled Money (in Ireland) at its in- 
« trinfick Value, both their Gold and Silver might be highly beneficial to this Trade 
and the Kingdom.“ | | „ 
*' See Appendix No. 3. 8 See Appendix No. 7. | 
MEET M | not 


. TT 1 


not yet prepared for ſuch a national Benefit being enjoyed in any Part of the 
Country where thiſe Canals were carrying on. Various Complaints were 
brought before the Houſe of Commons againſt Projefor Omar; and notwith- 
ſtanding they all appeared well-founded, Omar had, by ſome means, be- 
ſides their great Attachment to him as a Foreigner, ſecured ſuch a Number 
of Friends, at the Navigation Board, that his removal was doubtful, 
until the late Mr. Harwood, in a Strain of Irony peculiar to himſelf, after 
making Omar confeſs the Thouſands he had ſquandered on uſeleſs Schemes. 
and Projetts ; the Thouſands he had received for his Attendance, excluſive of 
Perquifites, propoſed to double his Sallary provided he'd quit the Kingdom, 
and never let the poor deluded Iriſi ſee his Face more. Then, and not till 
then, did Omar's faithful Friends for/ake him, when they ſaw his farther. 
Continuance might endanger the Total loſs of their Fuxd. Omar was im- 
mediately diſmiſſed, and retired to Bath, where, with the Plunder of this 
Country, he added greatly to the Extent and Beauty of that Ciry; Some of 
our Canals were made Uſeful ſoon after, and there is no doubt of all Schemes 
that are founded on a rational Baſis fucceeding. The numerous Examples of 
Canals, - Collteries, Glaſs-houſes, Sugar-houſes, Cotton and various Faclories, 
being deſtroyed, or their Purpoſes azfeated, in this Country, by the Mach: - 
nations, Perfidy, or Combinations of our Rivals or Enemies, in ſeducing ſome, 
and recommending others for thoſe baſe Purpoſes, muſt be obvious at this 
Day to the Nobility and Gentry.of Ireland. Foes, 


I have no Doubt but your Honourable Board, on reading thoſe Letters, 
will conſider and decide with Propriety reſpecting the Intereſts of Ireland; 
it has been my Duty to ſtate from the beſt Authorities I could collect in ſo 
narrow a Compaſs, and lay before you ſuch Reaſons as my Experience 
furniſh, thoſe Objects that appear to me moſt intereſting for your Honour- 
able Board to purſue,, in Preference of ſuch as are recommended by Mr. 
Arbuthnot, which are only calculated to divert you out of the Linen Manu- 
facture, and thereby. give Room to the Germans, Ruffians, Dutch, Swiſs, 
French, &c. to ſupply the Printing, Cambrick and Fancy Goods, with. 
various other Branches, that ſeem to be thrown. into our Hands, at: 
tl Der by ( mV e 88 


I am, 
My LoRps AND GENTLEMEN,. $ 
with the greateſt Deference and Reſpect, 
ps Your moſt obedient humble Servant; 
ROBERT STEPHENSON. 
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FAVOURABLE Opportunity preſents at this ths to Ireland 2 Certainty of 
J poſſeſſing ſome of the finer and moſt valuable Branches of the Linen Manu- 
facture, ſuch as Cambricks, Lawns, Leno's, Handkerchiefs ain and printed, Ken- 


tings, wich all the Variety of Cotton Ornaments, or mixed Goods. 


he Cambrick Manufacture might be made up to many Hundred Thouſant 
Pounds Value, to ſupply the Britiſb, 1rih, Weſt-India, and American Demands. 5 

The other Branches here enumerated, offer to this Country an inexhauſtible F und 
of Wealth and Employment for the People. 

It will ſeem parodoxical to aſſert, that [reland i imports yearly from Scotland upwards 
of 150, oool. Value of thoſe various Manufactures which ſhe could make in greater 
Perfection, and on lower Terms, if the Abilities of the People 3 and Circumſtances of 

the Country are attended to. 

e orefuncd, that by applying a Part of the Linen F unds, to lead the n | 
into theſe Manufactures, they * be more profitably employed, and Migrations 
thereby greatly leſſened. 

The Brit Parliament obſerving our Tnattention to the great Opportunities held out 
to Ireland, for many Years without Effect, have reſolved in the laſt Seſſions, on a Re- 
viſion of the Linen Acts in Britain, reſpecting Bounties on the Exportation of Linen; 
and alſo, in reſpect to the Reſtraints on the Import of French Cambricks, And it is 
bur too obvious, that by making ſuch Conceſſions to France, they may obtain Advan- 
tages in ſome other Line of Trade, and thereby for ever exclude Ireland from an Op- 
portunity of gaining any Footing in the Cambrick, Lawn, and other fine Branches 
of the light Manufactures. | 

Theſe Conſideration induced me humbly to ſubmit the following eben“ of Pre 
miums to the Board, in order to ſhew, we are not totally inattentive 55 dur preſent Ad- 
vantages, and experimentally to give a fair Trial to the Quality « of 1rifh F lax, and the 8 
Abilities of our Northern Spinners. 

It is humbly preſumed, a ſufficient Quantity of Triſh Flax, may be procured every 
Year to ſpin to the higheſt Degrees of F ineneſs, without drawing it beyond the 
Staple ; ; and our Spinners require only to be inſtructed how to make a proper | He of it. 

The SCHEME propoſed for CONSIDERATION. 

To give in each of the nine Seunde of Diller, to the three Perſons). 
who ſhould get the greateſt Value of Linen Yarn ſpun the long Way, from ( 3 
the Root End of the Flax, according to the French Method, not leſs than 30 „ 

ten ſtatutable Dozen to the Pound, three Premiums, viz. 15“ n : 

To the three Perſons in each County, for the greateſt Value they thould)} 
have ſpun for them, not leſs than fifteen Dozen to the Pound ſtatutable, > 20::. 10. 
three Premiums, viz. 151. 10l. l. | 1 of 

To the three Perſons in each County, for the greateſt Value ſpun, not 
leſs than twenty Dozen ſtatutable to the Pound, on the like Conditions, a 
three Premiums, viz; 151, rol. 5. : 

To the three Perſons in each County, for the greateſt Value ſpun, not) 
leſs than twenty-five Dozen ſtatutable to the Pound, on 92 ike Con- 
ditions, three Premiums, viz. 154, 10ʃ. E ae 


For dne County. "ah 120 0 0 


Suppoſe the whole claimed 1 in the nine Counties, for one Yea 1080l, 0s, Tk 
| . M 2 


E 


All Yarn ſpun beyond ehe Staple to be excluded from Competition. No one Perfon to 
de entitled to receive more than one Premium, in order to encreaſe the Number of Can- 
didates. The Premiums to be decided and paid in the ſame Manner as is propoſed in 
the'Bcheme for Manſirr, and the Proofs-of the Value to be aſcertained by the Certi b. 
eates of the Buyers verified upon Oath, if at any Time thought Neeeſſary. The In- 
ſpection and Inſtructiom of the Spinners to be aſcertained under the Direction of the 
County Inſpectors. ſuperintended by the Inſpector General of the Province of U//er, 

All of which is moſt reſpectfully ſubmitted: to the Conſideration of the Board, by 
their Faithful Humble Servant. e | 

1.2th- June, 1784. ROBER'T STEPHENSON, 


To the Right Honourable and Honourable the 'Truſtees of the Linen and 
85 3 Hempen Manufactures. 8 5 
OUR Inſpector-General for Vier, having, purſuant to the Order of Board, 15th 
: June 1784, condidered the Scheme for procuring a ſufficient Quantity of fine Yarn 
for the Cambrick and other ManufaQtures in the Province, is of Opinion, that it 
would tend to the Advantage of the Country to encourage the Manufacture of Cam- 
icks, Lawns, and Fancy Goods, the former of c e through many Difficul- 
ties been encreaſing for ſonie Years, but ſtill labours under that great Diſadvantage, 
Want F good fine Turn, and is thereby prevented from being extended in ſuch Manner 
as it otherwiſe might be. „ 
Your Inſpector-General apprehends that the Scale of Premiums. may receive Im- 
provement, by being ſubmitted to the opinion of the principal Manufacturers and 
Buyers of ſuch Goods in the Province, as it might be deemed ſufficient to begin the 
frft Claſs with Yarn of twelve Hanks in the Pound; alſo: to vary the different Sums 
in the ſundry Claſſes, according to the different Fineſſes of the Varn; and more 
eſpecially to guard againſt improper Claims, by fixing a. cerrain Quantity of Yarn, 
under which the Premium ſhould not be paid,  _ | 
'Thefe-Premiums, jour Inſpector-General muſt alſo remark, can only. have preſent 
Effect in the Counties of Autrim, Armagh and Down ; but they certainly will tend to 
incite the Spinners throughout. the Province to greater Exertioo n. 
If the Baard approves the Scheme ſo far as to appropriate a Sum of Money for the 
Purpoſe, it ſhould be iminedntely adopted, in order to give timely: Notice to the 
Growers of. Flax, &c.. for the Preparation of the Material : In which Caſe, your 
Inſpector-General fubmits to your Conſideration, that the Premiums ſhould be for one 
Year, commencing 1ft September 1784, and be determined and paid at or before Sum- 
mer Aſſizes 1785, purſuant to ſuch Rules and Regulations, as may be offered to, and 
confirmed by the Board, on the firſt Trefday in September next. | 
Your InſpeQor-General, having alſo peruſed the printed Obſervations, ſigned. Robert 
Stephenſon; and the Memorial of the Nobility and Gentry of Munſter, e by 
Order of Board 22d June, 1784, ) begs Leave to inform the Honourable Board, that 
he does not hold himſelf competent to deliver an Opinion relative to a Province, of 
which he has not any Knowledge; but that the Scheme of County Premiums ap- 
rs to him well calculated for the Introduction and Encouragement of the Linen 
Manufacture, and that the propoſed Plan for adjudging and paying the Premiums 
might, under proper Regulations, tend to Encouragement. | h 
| All which is very reſpectfully ſubmitted, _ 
| By JOHN GRE E R. 
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APP E N DPI X. No. III. 
To the Right Hongurable and Howeunble che K 11 dars, 05 viseua, +, and | 


BukdkEsses, in Parliament a ed, 
The PETITION of the Linen Drapers, Manufacturer, and Ger | 


concerned in the Welfare of the ad 1 in * near 
L 3 SBURN, 
_ ſheweth, 


your Petitioners have ſeen in the public pa pers, Addreſſes to 1 
1 different Places, ſetting forth the great Decline of the Linen Manufacture; 
| add praying that a Bounty of three Half-pence per Yard may be paid i in trelands: upon 

a certain Species of Linen, when exported from this Kingdom. 

THAT your Petitioners do eonſider the Subject : Matter of theſe Addteſſes to be of 
the muſt ſcrious.and important Nature; and ſuch, as if complied with by Parliament, 
may be attended with Conſequences: very prejudiclal to the Intereſt. of this Nation in: 
general, and its Linen Manufacture in particular. 

THAT your Petitioners do conſider the preſent Decline of the Linen ManufaRure 
of Ireland, as reſulting, merely, from the general Diſtreſſes and Calamities of the 
Times; ; md have no Doubt, that when. aur publick Affairs take a more faygurable 
Turn, it will recover its former flourithing State, by the internal. "guy of its: own: 
Conſtitution, 

THAT. your Petitioners would wiſh-to-be extremely cautious in camper, with R. 
er trying Experiments upon it, without the utmoſt Neceſſity; and until the Altera- 
tions propoſed have undergone ſuch a general and deliberate Diſcyſizn,. as the Impor- 
tance of the Subject does moſt certainly e 

Your Petitioners therefore do earneſtly pray, & «© © That not any deciſive Reſolutions 
may at preſent be entered into; but that the . Determination of this Matter 
may be poſtponed until after the great Linen, Market at Dublin in June next; when 
« a proper Opportunity will. 1 had to give the Subject- Matter of theſe Petitions, a. 
« more mature Conſideration, by the United Bodies of Britiſh and Irifh e 
<« who will moſt certainly be aſſembled together upon that Occaſion.” 5 

And your Petitioners as in Duty bound will ever pray, &c.. 


Done by a Committee of Linen Merchants, met at Lum, he 220 0% Fe- 


* _ 
HENRY BET TV in * Chair. 
And N 1 by their Order, 
Gd e HOGG, Teens 
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* Theſe wake Dane alluded to i in 6 280. ache recommended Ms. Henry Betty, 
thar Ghairmas,. as a:fit Perun to attend the. Fritz Harliaswut, n 1774; and the Reader 
may Judge from the Complexion of this Petition, how improperly the moſt effential intereſts 
of Ireland were confided to their ecommendation,” Tf the Prayer of this Petition had bee 

2 * Seffpon uy uld have: been ee before the at the Fune Wan and it 
Was ntereſ! g Britiſh Merchants to oppoſe the aſure,, Ar to haze. Ge 
hat Arts lis Ln tn he ut | * : 1 | 
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* Houſe of Commons mo 'Lruſtees 
NALWAY | £40,000 
Kofommon - 20,000 

MD, Os 10,000 
Sligoe - 27,000 
Leitrim - 55000 
' Monaghan = «© 60,000 
Cavan - $0,000 
F ermanagh | - 15,000 
Donegal 80,000 
Derry «= - 260,000 
Antrim - 400,000 
Down- — — 400, ooo 
Armagh ' = 2380, 000 
Tyrone | — 100,00 
Loth including Drogheda 100,000 
Meath - 119317 7," $0,000 
Weſtmeath - 40, 000 
Longford - 20,000 
King 8 County — 60, 00 
Queen's County 300 
Kilkenny and Waterford _ 6,000 
Carlow - _ 
Wexford _ 300 
Wicklow = - 200 
Kildare 20, ooo 
Dublin City and County 100,000 
Clare ; | 1,000 
Limerick _—= EN | 
_ Tipperary - 100 
"Ha -- 40, 00 
Kerry © 5 4 


wee | i a2 = EN 
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APPENDIX, No. IV. 1 55 


value of W ſent to Market by each Cou nty in beg in 1770, 20 ſtated in the 
Report made by Robert Stephenſon, in 1771, on a general In 


ſpection by Order of 


of ie —_— — | 


2 46, 3 5 — ol Value fold in Market, 
Subſirad from the en | 1 »091,787 4 — which appears to have been exported 


This Remainder 
Fen Ms. 378, 320 10 7 he 
Total Value 5 


at 1755 Millions and a a Half, and their . 81 
Berſon, which is preſumed to be the beſt Caleblation that can de gee for the Kingdom. 


before a5th March, 1771. » 


455,012 16 — was neceſſary ſor home Conſumption. 


as neceſſary [for home Conſumption, 
and never er expofed to Sale in Market. 


TE 533,333 = | Bneceſſry to. ſupply the home -Con- 


umption, eſtimating the Inhabitants 
Shilling; and Eight Pence for each 


* 


APPENDIX | 


„„ 
AS ENS 1s 4 


| An Abſtra of Linens exported for One Year, ending the 25th of March, 1771, diſtinguiſſi- 
ing the Ports from whence and to what Countries they where exported : _ 


1 e 1 
85 3 | „„ ard” -- : Joub:; 
[ Belfaſt 1 


_ 8 5 2 7,049,284 
Coleraine = - — 1,920 
| Cork — — 235,505 
Donaughadee — 850 
Drogheda = — — 525,1 79 
| | Dub in — - 10,240, 344 
| To Great Britain from J Dundalk 42 * 8,70 
I Londonderry — — 40,724 
„ 
3 Sligo 1 2 2 9 300 
I Btrangford = — — 63,43 


Cork _—y „ 
| | Donaughadee 
To Eaſt Country from 4 Dublin 
. 15 Rk Limerick = 
| Newry het 1 | 1 
3 „ FTT 
To „ 8 „ a | 
from Dublin 5 | 


F 


| Cork N OY . 
To Spain and Portugal | Drogheda | 45 3 

from Dublin 

_ Newry 


E 
8 
mw N 
k 1 


| | Belfaſt Tal; _ 4767 
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A PP E N DI X, No. VI. 


Fo the Nobility. and Gentry of Munter the following Obſervations are 
VCC e 

| LTH O' the Linen Fund is double what it was formerly, yet the Linen 

ManufaQart is almoſt totally deſerted in this better part of the Kingdom, the 

tteſt- for the various Purpoſes of carrying on the coarſe Branches of the Linen and 

Hempen ManufaQtures, by their Advantages in Climate, Soil, and cheapneſs of Pro- 

viſion and Labour, ” ; FFF age) Monk | 1 

The Inſpector- General appointed for the three Provinces in the South, pleads 
inability and want of Time to viſit the Country, and although two Years in Office, 
he has ſeen very little of this extenſive Province, and has propoſed no Scheme to intro- 
duce the Manufactute, except in raiſing the Materials. of Flax, Hemp. and Aſhes, 
which can operate to little advantage in Munſter, and moſt Parts of Leiner, unleſs 
ſupported by Manufadtures te work up the Materials when raiſed. | | 
In the Provinee of Ulſter there is a general Inſpector at /.400 yearly, and alſo to 
every County an under Inſpector at £.40 yearly, or ttpwards ; for the other three 
Provinces, Mr. frbuthnet, at {,n00 yearly, and a Houſe in Dublin, with ſome under 
InfpeQors in Gmangir, and the North End of Lein/ler,, at conſiderable Salaries and 
travelling Expences. If we except what is propoſed by the preſent Linen Bill. 

The Manufacture in the South is almoſt totally loft, the lower Claſs of People 
unable to pay Rents, by the want of Employment for their Families; Migrations 
become alarming at Cort, Waterford and all the Ports on thoſe Coaſts, as well as in 
 Leinfter and Her, a Circumſtance not much known before the preſent Time; and 
as the Proviſion Trade is likely to be transferred too, or ſhared by other Countries, if 
the South is ripped of its ſcanty number of ftarving Inhabitants, Eſtates will become 
of much leſs Value. This alarming Picture is ſenfibly felt alfeady. _ 

It is humbly preſumed the utmoſt Exertions are now neceſſary to reſtore and extend 
the Linen Manufacture, and introduce the Woollen, Leather and Printing Branches, 
for Exportation, and to endeayour to get a ſhare in the African Trade, which the South 
is peculiarly fitted for, and by every effort to promote ſtry, and Population, and 
prevent Migrations, which doubly injure this Kingdom, byaffifding rival Manufactures 
with. our Inhabitants, _ _.. | > I | 

t is not fmworthy the Obſervation of the landed Intereſt, to review the promiſing 
State of the Linen ManufaQture in thoſe three Provinces, whilſt under the Inſpection 
of Mr. Stepbenſan, although he was only enabled to offer ſo ſmall a Sum as /. 30, in 
Premiums fer sach County; had there been equal Attention ſhewn to the many 
Schemes laid before the Board by him, and the Premiums paid with'/punQtality as at 
_ preſent, it is humbly preſumed, that the Kingdom, particularly the South, would 

have been entichet'2 or £300,000 yearly, in place of the-preſent Declenſion in the 

Linen trade of not leſs than F. 700,000 yearly. See the Exports of Linen fallen fince, 

25th March, 1751, 11,000,000 Yards yearly, viz. fiom 25,000,000 Yards to 

14;600,080, albſo fee his different Schemes printed by the Direction of a Committee 

of the Houſe of Commons, in 1773, for extending the various Branches of the Ma- 

nufacture, 0 0 
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To reſtore the South to its former proſperous State in the Manufacture is worthy the 
Attention of every Perſon intereſted therein, and the preſent Schemes of raifing Flax, 
Hemp or Material for Aſhes, make no impreſſion in any one of their Counties, nor 
ever will until Manufactures are encouraged to accompany the Flax or Hemp Farmei. 
This muſt be verified in the Obſervations of every Gentleman in Munſter. > 

As a new Linen Bill is now pending to make ſome neceſſary Amendments, would 
it not be proper to enable the Board to appoint an Inſpector General, for each Pro- 
vince, or at leaſt one to attend to Munſter, and to extend the Powers of the Board, as 
we now have a Free Trade, fo as to encourage a Trade to Africa, Spain, &c. and the 
Manufactures depending thereon ; by this Means the moſt valuable Branches of the 
Manufactures for Africa, and the Spaniſh Dominions, with all the Train of Articles 
for Printing, may be introduced, by ſmall Premiums, pointed to the different Counties, 
particularly, which it is preſumed would find full Employment for the South. 


REASONS why the Manufactures of Britain afford a better price for Linen Yarn, 
than the plain Linen Manufactures of Ireland admit of, conſequently require a re- 
ſtraint being laid thereon, to keep the price within moderate Bounds at all Times, and 
enable the plain Linen Manufactures of Jreland, to meet the Ruſſian, German and 
French Linens, in Foreign Markets. nnd bn WT : 2 

It is with good Reaſon believed 450,000/, Value of Iriſb Linen 511 
Yarn, is yearly exported to Great Britain ! of this Quantity their & 1 50,0001. 


Check Manufacture confumes about =” 5 
Their Hoſiery in brown and white and alſo mixed Stockings, about the 3 
ſame Quantity, - Fe . 150, 00%. 
Warps for Cottons of all forts and Furniture, and alſo in other one 3 
and dyed Branches, „ * — - 47 I 50,0007. 


1ſt, In the Check Manufacture a Pound of Yarn, value rod. or two Hanks, will 
make 3 Yards ht for Exportation, on which 154. Bounty is paid, and the value of 
the Check 104. per Yard, therefore the Bounty granted in 1770, advanced 1ri/ 
Yarn, 15 per Cent. in this Branch where the improvement of the Material is three- 


fold, it enables the Check Manufacturers of Britain, who are in Poſſeſſion of the 


Trade, to give higher prices for Iriſhß Yarn than can be afforded for plain Linens in 
Ireland, which improve only double from the Spinner until Exported. See this Caſe 
fully ſtated, in the Repreſentation to the Board in 1771; by Robert Stephenſon, No. 9, 
and in Commons Journal Report, for 1773. . 
2d. In the Hoſiery, Varn improves in the Manufacture, at leaſt four- fold on the Me- 
dium, and Britain being untivalled in this Branch, can and do on al! Occaſions 
advance at pleaſure our Yarn, where a Hank value 7d. will nearly make a pair of 
Stockings worth 25. 6d. to 38. — 25 to 50, per Cent. on the firſt Coſt of the Yarn, is 
not a Matter of much Contequence, or to be ſeen in the finiſhed Stockings. | 
39, In all Cotton or Furniture Branches, where the Warp is generally Linen Yarn, 
whether for Printing or Mens Wear, or for Furniture, or mixed with Cotton, Silk, 
Worſted or Hair, the Linen Yarn bears ſo ſmall a proportion to the value of the finiſhed 
Manufacture, as in a piece of Printed Cotton of 3s, to 5s. or 6s. per Yard, and alſo 
in Cords, Fuſtians, Furniture, &c. the firſt Coſt of Linen Yarn uſed as a Bed or 
Warp, is not generally more than from 3d. to 5d. per Yard, whereby an advance 
to them on our Yarn, of 50 or even 100 per Cent, is of no Conſequence, and it may 


be 
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Ge —_ ruftice aſerted, Wai Lis Yarn excoeds 644. the Hark & en, | 
in faba, it drings the Fuß Linens too dear to meet the French and Germans in all 
Foreign Markets, and this uncertainty in the price of Linen Yarn, far the low 
Branches of the Manufacture, under 28g. per Yard, is the Principal or only Cauſe of 
all the Complaints from the Manufacturers of Ireland, to the Parliaments of either 
Kingdom; and if not ſpcedtly checked by a regulating ing Duty, to refirain it to a mo- 
derate Price, will eventually, and that in a 4 Years, totally deſtroy the Linen Ma- 
nufacture of Trelaua. 

N. B. It is ap prehended if we loſe the Coarſe Manufacture, the Fine will ſoon 
follow ; the Dutch "Farnith WT Example of this to all Europe. 
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THE African Frade leads to a Poſſeſion of the 2 vis Trade, Munter is 
peculiarly adapted to take a lead in this 1 of Commerce from all — 
by means of their deep and eapaeious Situation, cheap Proviſions and great 
convenience to procure —— to navigate their Ships. 


Their Productions for an African Cargo, are the moſt inviting of any Country i in 


the World. 3 
The outfit and Eftimates rica are nearly as follow : 
The firſt Expence * Si an * — and well ol 
Armed, ſuppoſe her Burthen 350 Fons, { 3004. 
Provitions for the Voyage round to Africa, the Wen Indies and Home, 
Complement of Men with a Doctor, 35 to 40, the Voyage 9 Months to . 
one Year in all, and Proviſions for the Slaves on the Coaft, and in the f 4 
middle Paſſage to the We/? Indies, . 
The Cargo is made up of the folleauing Articles, more or leſs, 
ft, SILESIA Linens white, may be made in Munſler, a thin Species of Goods. 
2d. CoRN SPIRITs made in Munſter. 
3d. TaLLow is a principal Article in Munfter, and alſo Cow and Bullock Horns. 
4th. GuNneowDER may be made there as cheap as in, England. 
Sth. * PRINTED Lixgvs and ſome Cottons, large "Ana and Bafts, may be 
made and d yed there alſo. 
6th. Arms of low Price may be made in [reland where Coals are cheap. 
th. ToBACCco can be afforded as cheap from Ireland as England. 
8th. Iao in Bars or otherwiſe, can be afforded as well as So England. 
gth. INDIA Goops can be equally ſupplied from Jreland as England, the Laws 
being regulated for that Purpoſe, | 
10th, MANUFACTUREs of Cotton, Check, &c. made at Manchefter, can be 
- equally made and ſupplyed from Munſter. 
1Ith. Durch Tors, Beads, &c. they can be had in Ireland, on equal N as 
from England. | 
The Cargo of ſuch a Ship, may amount to 2 4000“. and the Ship will carry 5 to 


600 Slaves, to the Vſt Indies, and probably make 20,0001. Sales, beſides the Gald Duſt, 
Elephants Teeth, &c. in return. 


Liverpool 


. — 
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* Care muſt be taken to keep our dying and printing on equal Terms with Britain, in 
cheapneſs and freedom of Export. 


I 


Liverpool takes the lead in this Trade in England, Bri 20 is che next, London 
the wird, Lanedfter the fourth. The- contig nigutty, of £ erþoo y Aancheſſer, for their 
Manufactures, and to Ireland for Proviſtons Men, ar ding Ir tereſts; and' 
the Cargo is in great part I+;þ Production. | 

Liverpool fent about 1 37 Sail of Shipping. to the Coaft of Afr Africa, the Yeat befdrs | 
the Ameritan War commenced, from 1 50 to 700 1 hey Ez much interrupt - | 
ed during the War, as to be reduced to 30 or * Sail of hed g Ships, yearly ; on the 
commencement of Peace, they ſent 2 Kal? moſtly, very: ne to the Coal af laſt Year, 
and had wonderful Succels in genenal,. 

THEY are this preſent Vear, exerting, themſelves more than ever, kaving upwards 
of 70 already in Preparation, and failed for the Coaſt, mary of them very large, ſome 


of them go for 1000 Slaves, beſides all the Train of Dyewoods,- Drugs, ä 
&c. that! is is. produced on that vaſt Continent. 
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AN AC COUNT, * that the preſent. Mode of granting. ae. ds not. invite 


the Province of M unſter, to become 2 ”= * Hax and. favi ng the Seed, as 
intended by the. Board. x 


COUNTIES ; 2 | 1781, 1 782, 5 
SG No Claimant, No Claimant, 4 - . 28 
* 1 Pe l ts, dj d b 
KERRT, 3 Claimants, 1031. 3 Claimants, 76 * 40 "he Grand Jary oY BY 4 
LIMERICK, No Claimant, No Claimant, 1 Cl aimant, == -. 
CLARE, No Claimant, No Claimant, ;Clainiants,  - * 
WATERFORD, No Claimant, No Claimant, Nes Cleimamt f hos 
TIPPERARY, {' * 8. Nochimant, 2 Claimants iol⸗ 


The Premiums for 1783, are to be adjudged at the preſent Spring AM zes,and there 
are very few Claimants, as in the preceding Years;- and 16,000). being held out as 
Premiums for this preſent Vear, 1784, in the ſame line, whichiit is obvious can pro- 
duce little effect in Munſter, the Province is by this means kept in a State of inactivity, 
being deprived of their ſhare of the Funds, five years ſucceſſively, in which Time, 
by having Premiums judiciouſly pointed, they might have gained on a moderate Com- 
putation, from 50 to 1c, Oo. yearly, 

Perſevering in Schemes inapplicable to the Circumſtances of thoſe Counties; and 
thereby deptiving them of their ſhare of the Linen Fund, is not doing Juſtice to 
their abilities, as by the-Order of the Board the Money! is transferred to the Counties 
northward that do i Krug ; and it-is humbly preſumed, Schemes may be offered, ſo as 
to lead Munſter into the Linen, Woollen, aud other — of Manufacture and 
Trade, and employ them as FR y as _ if the Fund is in part divided; 

N 2 Wo SCHEME 


| ma. 5 w_ 


An Acreable Premium has been alſo a and paid in Part to thoſe few Claimants by 
the- County Treaſurers. 
, + Theſe Claims were adjudged Spring Aſſizes, 1784, * are as inconſiderable as the 
ormer. 
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A SCHE ME of Premiums propoſed by RokkRT STEPHENSON, Eſq; far reſtoring 
and introducing the Linen and other Manufactures into the fix Counties of Munſter, by d di- 

viding and applying a Portion of the Linen Fund in the following Line. * 
' 1, To the greateſt Flax Farmers in each County, one Premium of 3 ot. } 
one 20). one 15“ one 10). and one 5. provided the Seed is all preſerved org 89 
ſowing or the Oil Mills, for one County. 

2d. To the 12 greateſt Undertakers, or Flax Boors, in each e 
who ſhould buy the Flax on the Foot, pull, water and dreſs it, to ſupply the | . 
Market with it ready for the Hackell, or finiſhed for the Spinners, viz 2 þ100- 
Premiums of 15. four of 10!. ſix of 5. the value of the Flax when ſold to | 
determine their Merits. 

3d. To the 12 Perſons employing the greateſt nagar of Spinners in each 
County, on 1ri/þ Flax, ſpun for Sale, or Manufactured for Sale, on the fame („ 
eaſy Plan that Worſted Spinners are now employed. The Value of the Yarn ( Ny” 
made to determine their Merits, according to the Premiums as before, 

4th, To the 4 Perſons who ſhall fell the greateſt value of Yarn warped, } 
with proper Wefts aſſorted thereto, in each County, for plain Linens, 50 
Checks, Ozenbrigs, or Drabbs, viz. 20l. 151, nol. and 5l. 

5th. To the 4 Perſons in each County, who whiten or purge the orcateſt 
Number of Statute Dozens of Yarn, fit for the Loom, one 201. one 15]. þ $9 
one 10. and one 54, yearly, for Sale. 

6th To the Pertons who ſhall make the greateſt Number of Yards of 
Ozendrigs or Drabbs, in each County, according to Samples to be lodged as > 20 
Specimens, one of 10l. two of 5“. 

7th. To the Perſons who all make the greateſt Number of Vards of 
Sileſias or Brittannias in each County, one 10/. two 51, according to Patterns > 20 
to be lodged for the African or Spanijh Trade. 

8th. To the greateſt Manufacturers of Linens or Cheques, for Sale in the 
County in Number of Yards not leſs. than 26 Inches wide, one Premium 
of 1 a two of 10. four of 5/. each, is for one County. 


gth. To the Buyers of the greateſt Number of Yards of 16 in "= 


— 


55 


County, not leſs than 26 Inches wide, one Premium of 15/. two of 101 
four of 5/. each, is for one County. 

10th. To the two Perſons in each County, whe ſhall make the greateſt) 
Value of Stockings, of any Material whatever, for Sale, in Frames of 
their own Property, one Premium of 20. and one 10. 

11th, To the Perſon who ſhall ere the beſt Flax Mill in each Oy , ON 


55 


30 


the ſimpleſt Conſtruction. 25.23 
Amount of Premiums for one County, 250 ba 15 15 
: | Suppoſe 


* 7 the Precedents and Abſtracts of the Board, now 8 Page 2. it appears that 
each Province have an equal right to its full ſhare of the Linen F und, in the Diſtribution of 


all grants whatever.---And in Page 1 34, it appears they exerciſed that Right properly, in the 
Diſtribution of 2000]. granted by Parliament every Seilions, to the Provinces of Leinſter, 
1 er, and Connaught, without the interference of Ulſter, which if adhered to, with 


he whole Fund at preſent, would be attended with the moſt beneficial Effects to the 
Kingdom 


t 

Suppoſe the whole claimed for the fix Counties of Ma zſler, the? .- .. 
Amount would be yearly, | LT F222 Ts 43495 
1 3 PROVINCIAL PRE MAEEUSTS.:,-. 
* 12th. To the firſt three Companies of Merchants reſiding in Ireland, 
who ſhould fit out the firſt three Ships or Veſſels, not leſs: than 200 Tons | : 
each, for the Coaſt of Africa, and the Meſt- Indies, from any of the Ports looo 
of Munſter, with proper aſſorted Cargoes, for the Slave Trade; to the |. + 
firſt 500l. to the ſecond Zool. to the third 2000, 3 


L Perſons who hall export the greateſt Value of Cotton 
Manufacture, or Cotton and Linen mixed, two Premiums, one of 3ol. > 50 


and one 20l, yearly. 


C. 4546 10 
Such of theſe Premiums to be leſſened or dropped as may be thought proper on Con- 
fideration, when the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Province meet to decide on the 
eaſutre. | | | ry | . 1 
Phe Later General, with an Aſſiſt ant under him, at 40l. yearly, to be paid out 
of the General Fund of the Board, and to be obliged to make two General Tours, 
through each County yearly, to inſtruct the Inhabitants and collect the Claims, and 
at the Summer Aſſizes in each Year, to determine the Claims of all Candidates, in 
the preſence of a ruſtee, or two or more Magiſtrates, and grant to each ſucceſsful 
Claimant, a Certificate ſigned by the Inſpector General, directed to the Secretary of 
the Linen Board, and witneſſed by one Magiſtrate, which would be immediately as 

Current as any Bank Bill. = . | 5 J 

N. B. A Magazine of Samples to be lodged in Cork, Waterfird and Limerick under 
proper Care, and direction of the Inſpector General, for Publick Iuſpection and Infor- 
mation; and if theſe Fremiums were now.publiſhed to take place next Seaſon, they 
could bring no demand on the Board, before Angu/t, 1786. | N 
All which. is with great Deference and Reſpect, ſubmitted to the Conſideration of 

the Nobility and Gentry of Munſter, | | | . 

By their Moſt humble Servant, ; | 
ROBERT STEPHENSON. 


APPENDIX, No. VII. 


Reaſons againſt granting a Bounty on Linen exported from Ireland to all Parts, Great 
Britain excepted, as ſlated to the Britiſh Council by the Iriſh Factors, and exporting 
Merchants and Drapers of London; with the Anſwers to their Reajags and Arguments, 

alſo Stated to the Britiſh Council in 1780, by Robert Stephenſon, Eg. © 


REASON, PECAUSE fuch an Aft might give Offence to the People of England, and 
J. = induce them ta ſolicit for a Reduction of. Duty on Foreign Linens, to the 
immediate Prejudice, and perhaps in Time to the Excluſion of the Iriſb. „„ 
In Support of the firſt Reaſon.— The People of England will ſolicit a Reduction of the 
Duty on Foreign, Linens, and Government will without Doubt, propoſe a 8 702 
Duties charged by Foreigners an Moollen Goids,, Mancheſter Goods, Norwich Goods, Berm- 


ingham 
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B 
ingham Goods, Sheffltla Gaolts, ker. which have been imipoſed by foreign States from Time 
to Time, in ſome Proportion, as England dutied their Linens, iT 15 | 


ANSWER, I. The Trade and Intereſts of Ireland being inſeparable from the 


Proſperity of England, will ſor ever ſecure to Ireland a Preference in their Manu- 


factures over Foreigners, and lowering the Duties on Foreign Linens imported into 
England, will operate equally. againſt the various Linen, Cotton; and alſo many 
Branches of the Woollen Manufacture of Great Britain, as well as the Linen Ma- 


nufacture of Ireland; and to ſuppoſe that opening new Markets for the Conſumꝑtion 
of Iriſh Linens. would give offence to the People of England, who, have recently 
contributed ſo liberally to, extend their Trade, is chimerical to an Extreme. 


REASON, II. Becauſe that England is the greateſt and beſt Market for Einen in the 
World, and by the Opulency of the Importers from Ireland, the Drapers there of very ſmall 
Capitals are enabied to make large Returns. + | = 

In Support of the ſecond Reaſon.— At leaſt 7-Bths of all the Iriſh Linens imported 
into England are conſumed in it, the other 1-8th is exported'; and if Ireland was to gain the 
Whole of this Trade (export) ſhe would be riſking ſeven to one on a mere Idea of poſſeſſing 
that 1-8th, ſnppe/mg ſhe even had Money for carrying it on. „ | 

Note. It is the loweſt. Priced i-8th which is exported, and that is not. i- Laib in value 
of the whale Import. | | | 7 | 

ANSWER, II. It is not; denied that Ene land is the beſt and moſt extenſive 


Market for Irith Linens, but it is believed One-fifth or more. of the Iriſh-Linens im- 


ported into Great Britain are re-exported, and the Expectations of Ireland in giv- 
ing a Bounty equal to that in Great Britain, is to enable Merchants to make up 


_ afforted Cargors for Atrica, the Weſt-Indies, &e. thereby encouraging them to ſend 


out all other Branches of Iriſh Manufacture and Produce, which never can be the 
Caſe if Britain, by Means of a Bounty, pofſeſs, an excluſive Right to export the 
Linens of Ireland; and it: is certain that to ſome Parts of the Coalt of Africa, Linens 
(the ſingle Sileſta, which can be made equal to any from Germany, in Ireland) 
make one full Third the Value. of the Cargo; and to all Parts of the Coaſt of 
Africa, Linens printed or plain, make. a conſiderable Part of the Outfits, and by 


Means of exporting Linens by a Bounty from Ireland, the Probability is, that 
every thouſand Pounds Value exported will be a Means of carrying with it four or 


five thouſand Pounds Value af other:Iriſh Manufactures, and deprived of the Linen 
Branch on equal Terms with Great Britain, muſt, in its Conſequence, defeat 
every Advantage expected to be derived to Ireland by, a. Free Trade, Linen being 
the great Staple· Ireland ſets out on to carry her new. Manufactures to Market. 

REASON, III. Becauſe thereby Iriſh Linens may be rendered much dearer in England 
than heretsfere, which: will encaurage the People of England and Scotland to extend their 
Maunufattures to the entire Subverſtan-of. the Iriſb, as many of them at preſent interfere, and 
in.ſome Articles have the Preference. | 

In Support of the third Reaſon.— Great Britain at preſeut Manuſuctures more Linens 
than are exported from Irelund, and in a few Years, with very little Encouragement, could 
add thereto ihe Quantity of. Iriſh conſumed.in Britain, 5 

ANSWER, III. he price of Iriſh Linens, in the coarſer” Branches are 


always regulated by: the Prices of: Foreign, Linens.at the Engliſſr Market and the De- 
mand from Mancheiter. for Itiſi Tarn: and opening new Markets for Jrifl I:inens 
\ eanndt. poſſibly render the Salp, more , precarious, and a further Demand or higher 
Price wall always operate ava. Premium to extend and encouragy the Manufacture 


40 
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in Ireland, By "—_—_— to the Progreſs of the Linen Manufactures in Europe, 
it will be found that the Germans cok Caine have benefited fully as much as the 
Tciſh within this Century, by the Extenſion of the Trade of England. * {See Lord 
Semmers's Report on Linen Manufafture in 170g) compare the Value of Foreign 
Linens imported into England in the preceding two Years, with their preſent Imports, 
and it is to be obſerved, that the Dutch and Flemiſh Linens for Shirting, amounting 
then to about 200,000, value yearly, have been nearly excluded by the Scotch and 
Iriſh from che Engliſh Markets. and yet the Value of Foreign Linens: imported has 
increaſed near two Millions yearly within:this Century, It is now the Intereſt: 
and [ hope the Wiſh of every lriſnman to-promate the Trade of England in Linen: 
as well as every other Manufacture, having by their Liberality, an intereſt in every: 
Concern that can contribute to their oer 35 80 5 | 
REASON, IV Becauſe Ireland may by ſuch a Procedure lsſe a ſolid, ſubſtantial, and 
ny. and withiut Specte, and many 


permanent Market, to gain ſome that are diflant, uncertat 
of them open to Importation from every Country. 
| In Support of the fourth Reaſon.— It is well known: that the Linen Trade of Ireland 
was in the beginning entirely carried on and ſupported with the Enzliſh Money, and at pre- 
fent it watld not be near half fo extenſive as 1t is without the Aid of Engliſh Property: The: 
People of Ireland 2 immediately the eſtimated Amount of their Linens as ſoon as the: 
Eugliſꝭ Importer is in Poſſeſſion of them. The Foreigners ſend great Part of their Linens to. 
England en this Account, and tho one Subſady is retainedan the Part exported to our Colonies; 
yet they fu @ great Advantage in having a Market that ſupplies them with immediate Money. 
ANSWER, IV, The Markets of Spain and Portugal are not fo diſtant, com- 
paring their Credits as England; the Credits on Linens in England being ſeven 
Months, in Spain and Portugal ready Money to four Months Credit, and the 
Returns from either in Specie if ordered, or Wines, Fruit, Salt, or other Merchandize, 
that muſt be otherwiſe purchaſed with Money from Ireland. Spain and Portugal have 
hitherto been. ſupplied with French, German, and other. foreign Linens, plain and: 
printed, and if any Impreſſion can be made by introducing trith. Linens, plain or 
printed, it will ſo far contribute to the commercial Intereſt. of Great-Britaia and 
Ireland. To effect this it muſt be at firſt. ſupported by a. Bounty; when matured 
into an eſtabliſhed Trade the neceſſity will then ceaſe, It is admitted, that the Triſh 
Linen Trade is aſſiſted by Engliſh. Capitals and Credits; but it muſt alſo be admit- 
ted, that the Linen Trade of Germany and Ruſſia have: ſhared. fully as much in 
their Liberality and Credits in extending their Linen Manufactures 
REASON, V. Because Returns from foreign Markets are very uncertain and generally 
in Produce, an which long Credits muft be given in Ireland, aud if that. Market could even 
take off the whale at proper Prices. 5 ä „ 
In Support of the fifth Reaſon.— F Ireland was in Poſſeſſion of the whole of the Ex- 
port of her Linen now ſent from Britain, that Market ( Ireland) could not conſume the Pro- 
duce that mul of neceſſity be made her in Return, the people being too auf to purchaſe Necwj- 
faries, much le Luxuries, the Conſequence would, be an Export ta other foreign Markets of 
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*The yearly Value of Lisens imported from Germany, the Eaſt Country and Holland 
in two Years, ending in Chriſtmas, 17024, was only 700,935]. 28. 1ogd. and it their Foreign 
Linens are eſtimated by the Evidence at the Bax of the Commons in 1774, thoſe paying Duty 
are upwards of 2,000,000l.. value yearly, and the contraband Imports, in Cambricks, Da- 
maſk, Diaper, Dowlas, Lawns, &c. &c. at leaſt 300, oool. in Value more, © Fy 
that 
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that Produte, and the very circuitous Remittances he muſt receive in Courſe, would ill accord 
with the Linen Trade which only can be ſupported with ready Money, 
_ ANSWER, V. The preſent Poverty of Iteland is the natural Conſequence of 


a confined Trade. Returns in Produce from Spain, Portugal, the Weſt Indies, &c. 
will ſuit the Iriſh Merchant equally with Specie, as any Part that may be ſpared 
from the Conſumption of Ireland, will find a Market from thence as well as from 


England, and ſuch redundant Import will affit in ſupplying Outfits and Cargoes 
to the Northern Countries, in Aid of their Proviſion Trade, and the Profits in all 
Trades are-regulated by the Credits, Riſk, &c. attendant thereon, e 


REASON, VI. Becauſe the people of Ireland at preſent have it not in their Power to ſend 
out full and well afforted Cargoes, ſuch as are found necefſ.ry and ſent from England, viz, 
India Gods, Foreign Linen, Mancbeſſer ( code, Sheffield Goods, Nor wich Goods, Stores 
of all Sorts, We. | 

In Support of the ſixth Reaſon. — It is a Variety of Articles that creates and ſupports a 


ſcreign Demand, ſuch Articles as Ireland has not gat; on the contrary, fhe imparts from 


England for her own Conjumption, even Moollen and Haberdafhery Geods of all Sorts with 
many other Articles beſides theſe mentioned in the Reaſon. | 

N. B. If unhatfily for Ireland, ſuch an Hes ſhould paſs, great care ſhould be taken to 
prevent the Running in of Linen entered outwards for the Ecunty, that a fraudulent Trader 
may not have it in his F ower to circumvent the honefl Merchant, and fruſtrate at least the 
good Intentions of the Iriſh Parliament. It's werthy 45 remark, that when the Iriſh Par- 
liament granted a Bounty on the Exfertation of Sail Cloth, that the ngliſh Parliament laia 
a Duty on it here eg va to the Bou ty paid in Ireland, and than b this Remark does not di- 
recily epply to the preſent Cafe yet it is in ſome Reſpedts ſnmilur, and the Iike Cauſe may pro- 
duce the ſame Effecls on the Linens, as it had on the Article of Suil Cloth, which was the 
Loſs of that Trade to Ireland. | . 15 

ANSWER, VI. If iretand is to wait until on a Par with England in ſending 
out well- aſſorted Cargoes of her own Produce and Manufactures, the may not in a 
Century reap much Advantage fiom a Free Trade ; it is the mutual Intereſt of Britain 
and Ireland, that ſhe immediately poſſeſs herſelf, as far as poſſible, of the Advantages 
of it, and wherever ſhe is deficient in Manufactures, Stores of any Sorts, or India 
Goods, &c. to take them from England, and in every Reſpect favour the Trade of 
England in Preference to all the world, and by Induſtry, Perſeverance, and cheap 
Living, there is a great Probability that ſhe may not only become a better Cuſtomer 
to Engiand for her Manufactures, and by her Aid become her beſt Aſſiſtant in reco- 
vering the Levant rade, and in taking the moſt profitable Share of the Fiſheries, 
the African and Weſt India Trades, from the French, Dutch, and all rival Nations, 

The Liberality of Sentiment and good Diſpoſition now ſubſiſting between Great- 
Britain and Iicland towards each other, ought to be fan'd and cherifhed like a 
tender Plant, and all private Intereſts and nariow-principled Infinuations tending to 
raiſe Jealouſics or ſow Sedition between the two Countries cruſhed in the Bud, let 
us be unanimous in ſupporting each other, and employ our Thoughts and Pens for 
that Purpoſe ns, by which Means, we ſhall moſt aſſuredly ſecure to the Priciſh 
Dominions, P.ofpetity, and the principal Trade of the World, and bid Defiance to 
all Rivalſhip. | 3 
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